Each year it seems to take less time to fly across the ocean and longer to drive to work.

N

Traffic and Transportation

Part 1 Warm-up

!

Talk about the following four pictures with a partner. Is Picture 1 typical in your own city ?
What information can you find from Picture 2, Picture 3 and Picture 4 7

The Causes

How all the slowdowns break down(%)

Road | Crashes and
construction breakdowns

Capacity-related
bottlenecks




The Price Tag
What a waste! Gas lost to gridlock.
2007

810

oh gallons

1997
1 p39m40)
rn-ifl[..on%gal'ldns

1982

500

million gallons 3 4

milli

Listen to the tape and answer questions.

1. According to the speaker, how long will it take us to go to work in the morning and go back
home in the evening in rush hours?

2. Which cities mentioned have adopted congestion pricing?

3. What do you think this passage calls for?

Part 2 In-Class Reading

Discuss the following questions with your partner.
1. Have you ever been stuck in a traffic jam? How did you feel while you were waiting?
2. What do you think are the possible causes of traffic jams?

3. What possible measures can be taken to find a solution to congestion?




|l

Does Congestion Pricing Reduce Traffic Jams and Pollution?

Although today people are more aware of environmental protection and concerned about the
steady gas price rise, they have no strong influence on Americans and other people of the
developed world, not to mention millions of new Chinese and Indian drivers. The latter are not
willing to give up the freedom of their personal automobiles.

But worse traffic, longer commute times and rising pollution levels have given city
transportation planners new facts to encourage the use of clean, energy-efficient public transport.
One of the newest tools is called congestion pricing, which means cars and trucks are charged
higher fees if they drive to urban central areas during rush hours.

Congestion pricing is not a new idea. Singapore was the world’s first major city to employ
congestion pricing in 1975 when it began charging drivers $ 3 to bring their cars into the city’s
central business district during rush hours. The system has since expanded citywide, with
charges at several places changing during the day.

This program worked really well. According to Environmental Defense Fund, some of the
benefits included a 45 percent traffic reduction, a 10 miles-per-hour increase in average driving
speed, 25 percent fewer accidents, 176,000 fewer pounds of carbon dioxide ( CO,), and a 20
percent increase in the use of public transport. In addition, the funds obtained from the program
allowed Singapore to expand and improve public transport.

London adopted a similar plan in 2003. It was so successful that it was extended to some
outside parts of the city in 2007. Today, drivers pay $ 13 to go to certain parts of London during
peak traffic hours. This plan has significantly reduced traffic, cut fuel consumption and CO,
emission, improved bus service and generated substantial revenues.

A 2006 congestion pricing experiment in Stockholm produced similar results, cutting down
commute times significantly, reducing pollution noticeably and increasing public transport use
during a seven-month trial. The day after the experiment ended, traffic jams reappeared, so
Stockholm residents held a vote to restart the plan. Today the city has one of the most extensive
congestion pricing systems in the world.

Perhaps the next major city with congestion pricing will be New York, if Mayor Michael
Bloomberg gets his way. In July 2007, the state lawmakers rejected Bloomberg’s first such plan—
which would have used funds collected to pay for expansions and improvements to the regional
public transport system. But ever-increasing congestion and pollution might force lawmakers to
change their minds in the future.

Many groups are now working with Bloomberg to draw up a version of the plan that will win
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over the state’s lawmakers. With two-thirds of New Yorkers opposed, it looks like a tough battle,

but supporters say passing such regulations is inevitable.

4 congestion n. Es, B
aware adj. HEIRK
steady adj. FREEm A E
influence n. AN
automobile n. RE
commute n. i )
pollution n. 5 L
employ v. fdi 1, R H
expand 0. NN
benefit n. ta Ak , tf-Ab
reduction n. >
fund n. Hegr
adopt v. K4, KA
extend v SEAR 3 5
consumption n. HE, IHFE

“ emission n. O B R RAERY) At ST
generate v. 7 Al
substantial adj. K fY
revenue n. WA W s
noticeably adv. LTAINRZR:
trial n. A, e
resident n. J& R
vote n. Bl
extensive adj. SRR, Sz
reject . OO, #E il
version n. hAs
oppose v. O, BHAS:
tough adj. AEMERYT, R Y
battle n. A}
inevitable adj. WK AN SRS Y
regulation n. M 541




Phrases and Expressions

congestion pricing (U t]) 0% o
not to mention AU, AN UG
rush hour B R

in addition imiH., 53 4h

cut down HIRE, ook 2

change one’s mind MU E R, SRR
draw up AE HUE

win over G, ik

Proper Names

Singapore B

Environmental Defense Fund R

carbon dioxide AR

Stockholm PR IR EE (i MUAR e AU T )
Michael Bloomberg WLyER - AR CEARALTK)

1. Answer the following questions according to the passage.

1) According to the passage, what’s the cause of traffic jams?

2 ) What’s the new measure for transportation planners to encourage the use of public transport?

3) Did congestion pricing produce good results in Singapore ?

4) What was Stockholm’s traffic like when the congestion pricing experiment was over? And
what did the voters do afterwards?

5) Why wasn’t Michael Bloomberg’s plan approved by the state lawmakers?
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2. Decide whether the following statements are true or false according to the

passage.

gas prices.

2 ) Congestion pricing asks drivers to pay money if they are in traffic jams.

3) Singapore was the first city employing congestion pricing.

4) Congestion pricing hasn’t reduced traffic in London.

5) Most New Yorkers didn’t agree with the idea of congestion pricing.

1) Chinese and Indian drivers prefer to use public transport because of high

1. Fill in the blanks with the words below. Change the form when necessary.

aware of steady influence automobile pollution
expand adopt consumption generate substantial
extensive reject version tough inevitable
1) The government is the need for housing.
2)1 hope to our exchanges and cooperation.
3) The device had undergone testing.
4) Orders for new ships are rising, after several years of decline.
5) This project 300 jobs since last year.
6) Economic growth can’t be achieved at the cost of environmental
7) The prisoner’s appeal was by the High Court.
8) The of water on crops is self-evident.
9)The car accident was the outcome of the driver’s carelessness.
10) There will be an exhibition of the development of the industry in our country
next week.
11) Even the oil that lies closer to the heart of the region could be to exploit.
12)1 think it’s time a different strategy to deal with rising prices of cruel oil.
13) The jet’s high fuel makes it expensive to operate.
14) After negotiating with her boss, Linda gained a pay rise.
15) The new of this book is available now.




v OCaouiary

2. Fill in the blanks with the phrases below. Change the form when necessary.

not to mention rush hour in addition cut down

draw up win over change one’s mind

1) He’s not sure about the idea at the moment, but I'm sure we’ll Jack in the end.
2)1 have a list of Christmas gifts for my families and friends.

3) The traffic is a real headache for today’s city dwellers.

4) He tried to on smoking but failed.

5) When 1 first met him 1 didn’t like him but 1

6)It’s far too late for you to go out and play basketball, the fact that it’s raining.
7) This job offers many benefits. , you will have fifteen days paid holiday every

year.

1. Combine each pair of the following sentences with suggested words in brackets.

Model ;

Today people are more aware of environmental protection and concerned about the steady
gas prices rise. They have no strong influence on Americans and other people of the developed
world. (although)

—Although today people are more aware of environmental protection and concerned about
the steady gas price rise, they have no strong influence on Americans and other people of the
developed world.

1) The plan adopted by London was successful. Tt was extended to some outside areas of the
city in 2007. (so. . . that)

2) A 2006 congestion pricing experiment in Stockholm produced similar results. It cut down
commute times significantly. ( cutting)

3) The day after the experiment ended, traffic jams reappeared. Stockholm held a vote to
restart the plan. (o)

4)Mayor Michael Bloomberg gets his way. Perhaps the next major city with congestion pricing
will be New York. (if)

5) My sister visited my house in the morning. I was at work in the morning. I didn’t meet her

until time for supper. (when, so)
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ruccure

2. Rewrite the following sentences after the model.

Model :

Beginning in 1975, Singapore was the world’s first major city which employed congestion pricing.
—Beginning in 1975, Singapore was the world’s first major city to employ congestion pricing.
1) She has a lot of clothes that need washing.

2) We only have a small room that we can live in.

3) I have a lot of homework that I will do this evening.

4) He made a plan that he will finish the task within two days.

5) Where is the place that we can meet tomorrow?

Translate the following sentences into English.

- AT ERBIR SR T 2 . (aware)
TR LR T — M5k LM X A XERE . (adopt)
APRARA A AR, RO AN AT BEGR Y o (inevitable)
C RSP T RIVTA L, (reject)

- IR AR ARG 2R WIAE BT, (version)

N A W N =

Part 3
Listening and Speaking

L_

Complete the conversation while listening.
Check-in Assistant; Hello. Are you flying to St. Martin today?
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Passenger;

Check-in Assistant :

Passenger:
Check-in Assistant

Passenger;

Check-in Assistant :

Passenger :

Check-in Assistant:

Passenger;

Check-in Assistant:

Passenger:

Check-in Assistant:

Passenger :
Check-in Assistant

Passenger;

Check-in Assistant :

Yes,1.

Great. I'll need to see your passport as well.

2. . Uh. .. is this the part you need?

:Actually I just need your name and I can find you on the computer.

Oh, OK. It’s Bates. Frank Bates.

Great. Here we are. Oh, you’re traveling with an infant today.

Yes, my daughter Mia. 3. .

Okay. I'll need to see your daughter’s birth certificate to prove 4.

Here you are. Say, would we be able to get an aisle seat? I may have to walk
her around if she gets fussy.

Sure. 5. .

Thanks. Can I take my stroller to the gate?

Yes, we'll check it in the over-sized luggage after you board. 6. ?
Yes, I'll take my backpack as my carry-on.

:Did you pack these bags yourself?

Yes.
Okay. 7.

will be able to pre-board because you are traveling with an infant. Our flight

. Be at the gate one hour before boarding time. You

crew will have some special instructions for take-off and landing.

Listen to the following conversation and answer questions.
1. Where did the woman head for?

A

How much did she pay when she took a taxi yesterday?

What would happen if a taxi driver didn’t drive in the most direct way?

Was the woman a newcomer? If she was, how long would she stay in the city?
What would make the woman feel safer according to the taxi driver?

How much in tips did the driver get?

Discuss with your partner the following questions. You may refer to the words in brackets.

1. Can you drive? If not, do you plan to learn to drive, and why?

2. What do you think are the qualities for a good driver?

3. Do you know of any technologies that help us drive and reduce car accidents?

(high-quality driving skills, constantly alert, be familiar with the highway codes, sensitive

awareness of the surroundings , intellectual cars, smart highway, GPS, automated driving)
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Part 4 Grammar

B SRS R AR R, — oA = A 2 A 4 1

— AERX
A. B
(7€) F3hE (55E) $ahE
— = (not) to do (not) to be done
SERLE (not) to have done (not) to have been done
A7 (not) to be doing
e EF T (not) to have been doing
B. ik
L AEEE

gl A S i, AT R TESh A B AR B S A R U T A E RS SO
Z, ZRUE O i AP 30 AR FiE——ahia A e UE TR

To finish the work in one day is impossible.

It took us three hours to get to the airport.

2. RSkt

shia A e NERE, W UL IR NS PEBFIRIE,

My dream is to be a doctor.

3 Mg

AEANEE T, — o5 B TRABMR . A AR A" 5k I
I have a lot of dishes to wash.

4. MERIE

AE AT RIS S R | H A AISE SRR Kb B R R W
It was a relief to have passed the exam. (JR[A)

They held a meeting to discuss the problem. ( H#)

5. fEEih
B IR E LAEE R SR A
agree ( [6] &) ask (Z3R) choose (1EF£E) decide (IR5E)
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fail (R fig hope (i 2) intend (4T5%) need (5% )
learn ( 2£4>) manage ( 515 prepare ({f£5) refuse (FH4f%)
want(f822)

The kids refused to listen to me.

6. fEEIEANETE

AN E AR AN B A

ask (ZE3R) allow ( f2F) advise ( 1) cause ()
expect(J]22) hate (5 1R) help (#5 8y invite (#1F)
intend ( §7754) like ( =3%) prefer( B =% ) permit( FLIF)
tell (£7%) teach ( #(#%) want ( AHZL)

My parents won’t allow me to stay out late.

T A E AW to LRI

(1) FEffif% shim) let, have Fll make 455 VEEE£D,
The boss made me take a business trip on a weekend.

(2) 7£ would rather 11 had better J5/EE1E

I would rather stay at home.
You had better not speak a word anymore.

(3) 1EEYE 3lyin] see, watch, look at, hear, listen to, smell, feel 1 find 55 EEE£b,

I saw her take the pills just now.

i

A, B

IAE 53] V + ing

it 2531 V +ed

SRl R OR B G Sl i T RAE , CRATTE 25 1) AR i) i M 5

B. k.

[ (e

SRR TR MFIE . & T DU BB 1) 44 1) 2 1, B i e 1 . n] LU
BB 2410 Z 05, FRA IS EE W . I — € e MR 5 o B HE M BAE 73 1) 38
et 2330, F2 BT 31 5 AR T A A4 22 A OC BR , PRI M 1) 5 o3 1R 2 ) g G
L BAE 338, Qi SR M i) 5 43 22 (B2 e s O 2R e it 26 433

(1) /8 E i

He is a promising young man.

We only sell used books.
(2) )5 EETH

The funds raised are mainly used for helping the homeless.

The girl standing on the platform is my classmate.

2. fRARIE

SRR AR RERTE B T LRI U 22RO a0 RS . JCIg R A e e
gyl VR 2 i TR S AT IR — B W AR B S/ S AR
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o BN R BR300

Arriving in Paris, T lost my way. (AJ[a])

Seriously injured, he had to be taken to hospital. (J5[H)
She lay on the bed, reading a novel. (f{fifi)

The trainer appeared, followed by six little dogs. (J7=0)

{E :when, while, if, though, as if FlI unless 5532 i) n] LAJCE A3 1] A, LA (40 3 5

i T B

12

When seeing him, she couldn’t help crying.

Though disappointed by the result, he didn’t lose faith.
3. fEFGH

SRR R B R IEA I B EOR S

What he said was very convincing.

She looked tired from cooking.
4. AEFETEAN I
Sy TANE BT AN R TR I, A1) 7~ (0T T 2l 1) 10 O Sl i A A sl i)

The job made all of us excited.

I often hear a girl singing downstairs.

BN P

A. B

s h A I + ing MR, 5 IR R X —4E, Hgsh =y being done,
L fEEIH

s A R E R 2 F A TR IER SR 78 DR ] AFs BAR R 3h

Playing basketball is a good exercise.

Travelling around the world was my dream when I was a little girl.

2. fEFE

The nurse’s job is looking after the patients.

My hobby is drawing pictures.
3. fEsin

I enjoy watching movies alone at home.

The girl tried to avoid being seen by her teacher.

RS A AR S Y B A

admit ( 7K\ ) appreciate ( JI'E) avoid ( FER) consider (% &)

delay (Bt ) deny (#57A) enjoy ( H-¥K) escape ( #kikE)

forbid ( 2% ||-) keep ( PR4F) mind (£ &) permit ( )

prevent ( Bjj 1I-) practice (25~ ) postpone (iR ) resist(fIKiHl)

suggest ( 1)

LB A4 RV E RS TR Y ShiRl A A

can’t help ( ZAF) feel like (£E3E) give up (JilLFH) put off (#EiR)



look forward to( HH73) succeed in ( i{F)) object to( 2 Xt) keep on( 4k%%)

have difficult(in) (f%3E2E7G KXE) be busy (in) ({I:7F) get used to (M 15T)

T : i) need, require Hl want 508 527 I, HS 105 15 2045 8 44 10 1 32 3B X
(doing) 8 A E X ABITE A (to be done) KRB BN Lo

The car needs repairing (to be repaired ).

Complete the following sentences with the proper form of the verb given in brackets.
1. I am looking forward to (meet) you next time.

2. The boy (ery) in the street couldn’t find his mom.

3. They allowed the kids (go) to the park.

4. He denied (know) her before.

5. When (start) a plan, we can’t give it up so easily.

6. I think your bedroom needs (clean).

7 (damage) in the accident, the device is not able to operate any more.

8. The failure made me (feel) depressed.

9. The stamps (collect) when he was young are very precious.

10. He stood there, (confuse) about what to do next.

Translate the following sentences into English.

- FRATTNE 2 G R IE R RE () 2R

- TFAR I, FRATT ST A M

3. 2008 fEAEJC 2R Y iz 2 g | T At A HDG.
4. MRy RRIEE B —AFEAENER TR R,

5. ARG —ble , K —E S,

[N
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What is a paragraph?

A paragraph is a series of sentences that are organized and are related to a single topic. It
usually consists of a topic sentence, supporting details and a conclusion. A topic sentence leads
the paragraph. Other sentences add evidence and develop the main idea. When your discussion
is complete, a concluding sentence is often required which is a restatement of the main idea using

words different from the topic sentence.

Topic sentence Supporting materials
Sample a A
Animals think carefully while building their houses. ( The bird searches for what can be used for
building its nest, and when doing this, it thinks. The beavers think as they build their dams and
their houses. They think while getting and arranging the materials, and plastering the materials
together with mud. Some spiders build their houses, which have been made by a thinking
creature. ) It’s not uncommon to see animals do some thinking while constructing their

homes. AW

Conclusion

Underline the topic sentence , supporting details and conclusion in the following passage.
Industry has come to worry much more about controlling the amount of pollution during
production. Responsible companies are trying to reduce the amount of air pollution. Apart from

releasing harmful gases, other difficulties companies face include now to deal with the discharge

14




of heavy metals, and where to find enough space to dispose safely of the world’s rubbish. These

. : , . : :
are all signs to show industry’s growing awareness of environmental protection.

Name Card

A name card includes the owner’s name, company affiliation (usually with a logo) and
contact information such as street addresses, telephone number ( s), fax number, e-mail

addresses and website. Read the two samples below.

RITS Xi’an Branch

Zhang Jianhua

Human Resource Manager
8th floor
Star Building, 13 Jianguo Road
Xi’an, Shaanxi

(Tel) 029 — 88335566
(Mobile) 137 x x x x 6566
(Fax) 029 -88335567
(Email) Jianhua@ hotmail. com

TANGDU HOSPITAL OF THE FOURTH MILITARY MEDICAL UNIVERSITY
Centre of Infectious Disease
Wang Hui
Attending Doctor
Address: 112 Xinsi Road, Ba Qiao
Xi’an, Shaanxi
Tel ; 029 - 853333362
Mobile 136 x x x x4897
Postcode : 710038
http ; //tdwww. fmmu. edu. cn

Write a name card using the information below.

Liu Ming is a professor in Xi’an International Studies University. He works at the School of

15
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English Studies. His office telephone number is 029-88509876. His mobile phone number is
133 x x xx9088. His e-mail is liuming@yahoo.com. The university is at Wenyuan South Road,

Guodu Educational Sci-tech Industrial Zone, Xi’an, Shaanxi Province.

Part 6 Extra Reading

A\

N

Dangerous Driving Habits

Many of today’s drivers have dangerous driving habits. You do not have to travel far to see
people driving with risky driving techniques. Dangerous driving habits can be observed on
highways, on neighborhood streets, and in parking areas. These habits are not only a hazard to
drivers, but to the public as well.

Everyone eventually crosses paths with a careless driver! Many of us survive these
encounters, but some do not. Dangerous drivers kill people and destroy property every day. As a
result, insurance companies list dangerous drivers as one of the main reasons for the ever-
increasing cost of automobile insurance.

There are drivers from all age groups that have dangerous driving habits. Younger drivers
can be dangerous simply because they lack driving experience in various environments, such as
driving at night, or driving on highways between states. Older drivers are sometimes dangerous
because their senses and reactions are not as sharp as they once were.

Technology has also added to dangerous driving habits. Cell phones are now more popular
than ever. While driving in town or on the highway, it is not rare to see someone driving while
talking on his or her cell phone. Another dangerous driving habit is applying make-up while
driving, which is thought to be a leading cause of accidents, and is completely irresponsible.
One of the most common dangerous driving habits is eating while driving. Many drivers stop
suddenly on a road near their favorite restaurant, and then continue to drive, trying to eat and
drink the food and beverage they just purchased.

All of these bad habits can prevent a driver from paying attention to other drivers on the road

and being aware of road conditions.
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Besides what’s mentioned above, two other kinds of driving habits are also considered risky.
One is speed. Speeding is a very common driving habit that can lead to a disaster. It is
especially dangerous to speed in the neighborhood where children and pets may be playing.
Speeding drivers can also be dangerous when homeowners in their vehicles are entering and
exiting their houses.

Another type of dangerous driving habit is failing to use turn signals. Turn signals are simple
devices that can give notice in advance to other drivers about your driving intentions. It is
unfortunate that failing to use such a simple device can cause so many tragedies in terms of lives
and property damage. Road rage is one of the consequences. Many drivers become extremely
angry when they almost have an accident due to another driver failing to use a turn signal to notify
them before changing lanes or making a turn.

Many dangerous driving habits are a result of over-confidence. Drivers with years of
experience sometimes become dangerous drivers because they are over-confident with driving their
particular vehicle or a particular route between home and work. They are not prepared when
something out of the ordinary occurs.

There is an old saying, “Good habits are as hard to break as bad habits. ” If you have
dangerous driving habits, change them now. Developing good, safe driving habits may one day

save your life or the life of someone close to you.

risky adj. By, fak i
technique n. A, Fik
observe v. WEL I E
highway n. YN BN
neighborhood n. PaLs, i
hazard n. fa s, KU
survive 0. 6 Tk, A7
encounter n. AH B,
property n. B W
insurance n. LRBs:
lack v. = Bl
vairous adj. ASTA] B 5 45 Fh 45 R 1)
reaction n. S
rare adj. A0, UL s AN R A
apply v. w8 iEH
4irresponsible adj. WA TR, AR TR
purchase v. WS, W
vehicle n. iz T H
signal n. G555
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unfortunate adj. RSB A N ag ki)

tragedy n. AR 5 TEME

rage n. LT B i
notify 0. BRI STRR/AY i)
route n. jit£54

occur v. KA

Phrases and Expressions

as a result (of) (A

ever-increasing AWHER Y, H 23580

make-up are

lead to S,

in the neighborhood TEdY; X H

in advance PR, FH5E

in terms of Tj—:‘ ...... 7‘:‘,‘@ , ;5'135 ...... ;Eﬁé‘,ééﬂ: ......
Marcus Barber S - BA(A%)

Choose the right answer for the following questions.

18

. According to the insurance companies, what causes the rising expense of

automobile insurance?

A)Old cars. B) Bad weathers.

C) Dangerous drivers. D) Narrow roads.

Why can old drivers be dangerous?

A) They lack driving experience.

B) Their senses and reactions are not sharp as before.

C) They are not familiar with the surroundings.

D) They prefer to stop the car wherever they want.

What is the dangerous driving habit that can distract the drivers’ attention?
A ) Making phone calls while driving. B) Eating while driving.
C) Applying make-up while driving. D) All of the above.
What are the other two kinds of risky driving habits?

A) Speed and failing to use turn signals.



B) Speed and changing lanes.
C) Overtaking and changing lanes.
D) Overtaking and failing to use turn signals.
5. Which is the main factor leading to many dangerous driving habits?
A) Carelessness. B) Lack of experience.

C)Old age. D) Over-confidence.

v OCaopuiary

Fill in the blanks with the words or phrases below. Change the form when necessary.

technique survive insurance lack

vehicle in advance in terms of apply -

=.

1. The doesn’t cover you for household appliances. :
2. It seems he just a little confidence.

3. I should warn you that I'm not a very good singer. é_i

4. Only two passengers the air-crash yesterday. 5

5. There are various for dealing with industrial pollution. E—

6. Have you locked your that is parked outside? =

7. It is difficult to express this phenomenon science. 2

8. He wants a job in which he can his foreign languages. g

o

=3

Part 7 Have Some Fun J

Late one night a police officer was patrolling a bar to anticipate possible drunk driving. At
closing time, he saw a fellow walk unsteadily out of the bar and try his keys in five different cars
before he found his. Then he sat in the front seat, moving his keys awkwardly for several
minutes. Everyone else left the bar and drove off. Finally he started his engine and began to pull
away. The police officer was waiting for him and turned on his light and pulled the driver over,
read him his rights and administered the breathalyzer (Jl#{58%% ) test. The test results showed
a reading of 0. 00. The puzzled officer demanded to know how that could be. The driver replied,
“Tonight I'm the designated (#§E 1) decoy(iFF1H) 1”7
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