
VIII iEnglish

Map of the book
Unit iPrepare iExplore 1 iExplore 2 iProduce

1 Communication 
in the digital age  
P2

Scenario
Learning objectives
P3

Viewing / Listening Reading Viewing / Listening Reading Unit project

Zootopia told by 
emojis P4

Why emojis are a no-brainer for digital 
communication P4

Writing skills: Personification
Vocabulary: Compound nouns (v. + ad.)
Grammar: “… less of … than …”

The changes in the way we 
communicate P12

Cross-country conversation P12

Vocabulary: Prefix “cross-”

Task: Making a speech
Topic: Social media changes the way we 
communicate P19

2 Start up young  
P26

Scenario
Learning objectives
P27

A job searching 
platform set up by a 
college student P28

How I started my business while studying at university 
P28

Writing skills: Using synonyms to avoid repetition
Vocabulary: Adverbs modifying adjectives
Grammar: “Providing (that) …”

 Jack Ma’s advice for young people 
who want to be entrepreneurs P36

Advice to my younger self: The road to 
success is a long one, don’t give up P36

Vocabulary: Nouns as modifiers

Task: Drafting an opening speech in a 
debate
Topic: University students should be 
encouraged to start their own business 
P43

3 The way to 
leadership P50

Scenario
Learning objectives 
P51

The qualities a good 
leader should have 
P52

How I became a leader P52

Writing skills: Chronological order 
Vocabulary: Words about personality traits that 
encourage or discourage leadership
Grammar: Conjunction “as”

The experience of overcoming fear 
in bungee jumping P60

Getting comfortable with discomfort is 
crucial to success P60

Vocabulary: Words or expressions of opposite 
meanings

Task: Making a candidate speech
Topic: Why am I qualified for the position? 
P67

4 Business: Think 
out of the box  
P74

Scenario
Learning objectives 
P75

The interviewee’s 
view on creativity 
P76

The miracle of SolarCity P76

Writing skills: Citing statistics to support your view
Vocabulary: Words about economy
Grammar: ”Rather than”

The development of Lenovo P84 How Uber and Airbnb attracted their first 
1,000 customers P84

Vocabulary: Compound nouns (prep. / n. + n.)

Task: Writing a proposal
Topic: A start-up business P91

5 City well-being  
P98

Scenario
Learning objectives 
P99

The alternative ways 
of going to the 
campus P100

How we move: Sustainable transport around the world 
P100

Writing skills: How to organize your argument
Vocabulary: Compound adjectives (n. + a.,  
a.+ n.)
Grammar: -ed clauses

The aging problem confronting the 
world P108

Aging America: The cities that are graying 
the fastest P108

Vocabulary: Intensifiers

Task: Writing a report
Topic: How to make the city we live better 
P115

6 When art meets 
science P122

Scenario
Learning objectives 
P123

The combination of 
art and science P124

How the intersection of art and science made history 
P124

Writing skills: A conclusion paragraph
Vocabulary: Complex noun phrases
Grammar: ”It wasn’t until … that …”

The animated version of Qingming 
Shanghe Tu P132

The new old river: Qingming Shanghe Tu 
as epic P132

Vocabulary: Words about art

Task: Introducing a painting
Topic: the animated version of Qingming 
Shanghe Tu P139

7 Cultures across 
borders P146

Scenario
Learning objectives 
P147

The introduction of 
the Belt and Road 
Initiative P148

The legacy of the Silk Road P148

Writing skills: Transitional signals for contrast
Vocabulary: Past participles as modifiers
Grammar: “Given (that) …”

The influence of Zheng He’s voyages 
P156 

Chinese admiral in the Indian Ocean P156

Vocabulary: Suffixes “-ant,” “-ian,” “-or”

Task: Giving a presentation
Topic: Introducing the Belt and Road 
Initiative P163

8 Great voyages  
P170

Scenario
Learning objectives 
P171

The exploration of 
Cassini P172

From Galileo to Cassini P172

Writing skills: Comparison and contrast
Vocabulary: Words about space exploration
Grammar: -ing clauses used as attributives

Knowledge about the ocean P180 Unsinkable Don Walsh P180

Vocabulary: Words used for different parts of 
speech

Task: Giving a presentation
Topic: Human exploration: Past and future 
P187

U 校园智慧教学云平台使用指南 P194
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