William Shakespeare (1564-1616)
BBk - L P

Carpe Diem
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O Mistress mine, where are you roaming?
O stay and hear! your true-love’s coming
That can sing both high and low;
Trip no further, pretty sweeting,
Journeys end in lovers’ meeting—

Every wise man’s son doth know.
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What is love? 'tis not hereafter;

Present mirth hath present laughter;
What's to come is still unsure:

In delay there lies no plenty,—

Then come kiss me, Sweet-and-twenty,

Youth’s a stuff will not endure.
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Robert Herrick (1591-1674)
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Gather ye rose-buds while ye may,
Old Time is still a-flying:
And this same flower that smiles to-day,

To-morrow will be dying.
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The glorious Lamp of Heaven, the Sun,
The higher he’s a-getting
The sooner will his race be run,

And nearer he’s to setting.
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That age is best which is the first,
When youth and blood are warmer;

But being spent, the worse, and worst
Times, still succeed the former.
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Then be not coy, but use your time;
And while ye may, go marry:
For having lost but once your prime,

You may for ever tarry.
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To Electra
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I dare not ask a kiss,
I dare not beg a smile,
Lest having that, or this,
I might grow proud the while.
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No, no, the utmost share
Of my desire shall be
Only to kiss that air
That lately kissed thee.
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