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About the topic

This unit introduces two ways of communication — digital communication and face-to-face

communication, and aims to deepen Ss’ understanding of the changes that social media brings to

people in communication.

The text in iExplore 1 introduces the origin and development of emojis and their role in digital
communication, especially in terms of “complementing and supporting the messages coming
from text.” Through the text and exercises, Ss may acquire necessary information, language and
structure to finish the first Sharing your ideas task — writing a paragraph to explain the role of

emojis in digital communication.

The text in iExplore 2 reports a cross-country project initiated by Chris Andrews that aims to get
people to talk face to face and thus highlights the importance of face-to-face communication. After
reading the text and doing the exercises, Ss will be able to finish the second Sharing your ideas
task — discussing and reporting the role of face-to-face communication and its relationship with

digital communication.

After Ss understand the role of emojis in digital communication and the importance of face-to-
face communication, they can better comprehend how social media changes the way people
communicate and accumulate information, language and structure that are needed to accomplish
the unit project — making a video clip of a prepared speech on the topic “Social media changes the
way we communicate.”

Teaching objectives

Upon completion of this unit, T is expected to enable Ss to:
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Objectives Tasks

e Reading texts (iExplore 1 & 2)

talk about ication in the digital
alic abott communtcation n the digtia * Building your language (iExplore 1 & 2)

i bul
A< HSTE fiew vocabtiaty e Sharing your ideas (iExplore 1 & 2)

e Reading text (iExplore 1)
use personification as a writing device  Sharpening your skills (iExplore 1)
e Sharing your ideas (iExplore 1)

* Reading text (iExplore 1)

explain the role of emojis in digital e Understanding the text (iExplore 1)
communication e Building your language (iExplore 1)
e Sharing your ideas (iExplore 1)

e Listening (iExplore 2)

e Reading text (iExplore 2

discuss the importance of face-to-face & . (Exp )_
L e Understanding the text (iExplore 2)
communication . X
e Building your language (iExplore 2)

e Sharing your ideas (iExplore 2)

make a speech about the impact of social
) P ) . p e Unit project (iProduce)
media on daily communication

use appropriate language to express
opinions and attitudes and offer solid e Unit project (iProduce)

reasons

Teaching plan

The teaching of each unit is expected to take three steps: motivating, enabling and assessing.

In iPrepare, T explains the learning objectives and the communicative task in Scenario which might
happen in Ss’ future lives. T helps Ss become aware of what they lack for fulfilling the task, thus
arousing their interests and motivating them to become more active and more engaged in studying
the enabling input materials in iExplore.

In iExplore, T deals with and processes the input materials selectively which might be needed
for the assigned productive task in iProduce, such as relevant ideas, linguistic expressions and
discourse structures. T guides Ss to learn step by step so as to enable Ss to complete the task.

In iProduce, T instructs Ss to apply what they’ve learned to completing the productive task and
gives assessment of their output.

T can adopt one of the following two teaching plans according to the time available.
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1 A four-period teaching plan

Before class

In class

After class

Periods
1&2

¢ iPrepare (Ask Ss to

watch the online
lead-in video to get
a general idea about
the unit project and
learning objectives)
Viewing (iExplore 1)
(Ask Ss to watch
the video and

try to answer the
questions in the
Students’ Book)

iPrepare (Introduce
Scenario in iPrepare
and explain the
relationship among
iPrepare, iExplore

1 & 2 and iProduce)
Reading text
(iExplore 1)
Understanding the
text (iExplore 1)

Building your language
(iExplore 1) (Ss can do
these language-related
activities on the online
learning platform)
Sharing your ideas
(iExplore 1) (Ask Ss to
finish the task and upload
their writing to the online
learning platform for T’s
review and feedback)

Periods
3&4

Listening (iExplore 2)
(Ask Ss to listen

to the audio and

try to answer the
questions in the
Students’ Book)

Reading text
(iExplore 2)
Understanding the
text (iExplore 2)
Unit project
(iProduce) (Guide Ss
through the task)

Building your language
(iExplore 2) (Ss can do
these language-related
activities on the online
learning platform)
Sharing your ideas
(iExplore 2) (Ask Ss to
finish the task and upload
their reports to the online
learning platform for T’s
review and feedback)
Unit project (iProduce)
(Ask Ss to finish the unit
project and upload their
speeches to the online
learning platform for peer
review and T’s feedback)
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2 A six-period teaching plan

Before class In class After class
e iPrepare (Ask Ss to iPrepare (Introduce Building your language
watch the online Scenario in (iExplore 1) (Ss can do
lead-in video to get iPrepare and these language-related
a general idea about explain the activities on the online
the unit project and relationship among learning platform)
Periods learning objectives) iPrepare, iExplore Sharing your ideas
1&?2 Viewing (iExplore 1) 1 & 2 and iProduce) (iExplore 1) (Ask Ss to
(Ask Ss to watch Reading text finish the task and upload
the video and (iExplore 1) their writing to the online
try to answer the Understanding the learning platform for T's
questions in the text (iExplore 1) review and feedback)
Students’ Book)
Listening (iExplore 2) Sharing your ideas Building your language
(Ask Ss to listen (iExplore 1) (T (iExplore 2) (Ss can do
to the audio and gives Ss feedback these language-related
try to answer the on the task) activities on the online
questions in the Reading text learning platform)
Periods Students” Book) (iExplore 2) Sharing your ideas
3&4 Understanding the (iExplore 2) (Ask Ss to
text (iExplore 2) finish the task and upload
their reports to the online
learning platform for T’s
review and feedback)
Ask Ss to go through Sharing your ideas Unit project (iProduce)
the texts in iExplore (iExplore 2) (T (Ask Ss to finish the unit
1 & 2 again and gives Ss feedback project and upload their
Periods locate information, on the task) speeches to the online
5&6 language and Unit project learning platform for peer
structure that can be (iProduce) (Guide review and T’s feedback)
used in iProduce Ss through the Ss revise their speeches
task) based on T’s feedback
4 UNIT 1
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Teaching suggestions

To better understand the video clip, Ss may need to be familiar with the content of the movie
Zootopia, so T can direct Ss to watch the movie or read the summary of the movie before

watching the video.

The movie Zootopia details the partnership between a rabbit police officer and a red fox
con artist, as they uncover a conspiracy involving the disappearance of savage predator
inhabitants of a mammalian metropolis.

Reference answers

1

The video clip uses emojis to tell a story of a bunny who tries every effort to realize her dream
of becoming a police officer. She starts out as someone who is in charge of parking duty, during
which she meets a cunning fox. After hearing a case of animals missing from the city, she
volunteers to deal with that case. The bunny persuades the fox to solve the case together with
her. They find the missing animals and find that it is the sheep who is behind the conspiracy
and they catch her.

Those emojis do help a lot in figuring out some of the plot of the original story, but cannot help
me figure out the whole story. The video, without text, is a bit too fast for me to figure out the

original story.

— Teaching suggestions

T can approach this text in different ways. Here we suggest a “question-based” approach. By
adopting this approach, T can prepare some questions for Ss before they read the text, so that
Ss can read with a clear purpose — looking for information needed to answer the questions or
complete the tasks.

Step1 T can list some questions on the blackboard and ask Ss to read the text to find the
answers to the questions.
e How does the author lead the reader to the topic?
e How did emojis develop (origin, development, etc.)?
e  Why are emojis widely adopted (importance)?

Communication in the digital age 5
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Then, ask Ss to finish Exercises 1 and 2 of Understanding the text.

Step 2 To help Ss understand the text better, T can ask them to read the text again and
finish Exercise 3 of Understanding the text.

Step 3  Ask Ss to read the text again for information and expressions to answer the following questions.

e What can you learn from the text about the role of emojis in digital communication?

* How do you understand the significance of emojis in digital communication in
addition to what has been mentioned in the text?

e Use personal experiences to illustrate the role of emojis in digital communication.

In this way, Ss will be able to prepare themselves for the Sharing your ideas task

by locating useful information and expressions from the text and reflecting on their

personal experiences as well.

Culture notes

Lumbersexual (A& VE JH): It is a portmanteau word of “lumberjack (&K T\ )” and “metrosexual (#f
1i%£5 )” and a term used to describe a young urban man who cultivates an appearance and style
of dress (typified by a beard and plaid shirt) suggestive of a rugged outdoor lifestyle.

SwiftKey (3| —5IF &SN BA M2 vl): It is a technology company that aims to enhance
interaction between keyboards and people. It upgrades smartphone keyboards to make typing
faster, by utilizing artificial intelligence to learn from each user in order to predict their next word.
The SwiftKey Keyboard for Android supports more than 80 languages.

Moby Dick ({ F1%5)): It is also known as The Whale, a novel written by American writer Herman
Melville. Ishmael is the narrator of the novel.

The Unicode Consortium (4 —#3Jfk!¥): It is a non-profit organization based in Mountain

View, California that coordinates the development of the Unicode standard. Its stated goal is to
eventually replace existing character encoding schemes with Unicode and its standard Unicode
Transformation Format (UTF) schemes.

Language points
1 When Oxford Dictionaries declared an emoji its 2015 Word of the Year, it was a bit of a

head-scratcher. (Para. 1)

head-scratcher: n. [C] (infml.) a perplexing problem or question; sth. which causes bafflement or

puzzlement ik ALS% / BEi) %

e.g. I'm not sure how we’ll be able to reach an agreement with the labor union on this issue. It's a real
head-scratcher.
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2 But for linguists around the world, the announcement wasn’t about whether Oxford
Dictionaries had lost it. (Para. 2)
lose it: (infml.) to suddenly become unable to behave or think in a sensible way ( 548 ) J<LFR%
e.g. I thought Lisa lost it when she turned down the admission of a well-known university.

* BeAb it RS RATAT AR HBLAY A, R lose i TR Il 2 ik lose it.

3 Rather, it was recognition of the enormous effect that yellow smiley faces and other colorful
emojis representing food, animals and hand gestures have had on the way people talk online.
(Para. 2)

Z KA FE TR it was recognition of the enormous effect; yellow smiley faces and other colorful
emojis representing food, animals and hand gestures have had on the way people talk online /&
that 51500 & 1M 4, &1 the enormous effect; representing food, animals and hand gestures &
Hiyellow smiley faces and other colorful emojis, #MEiBIEA 189 i .

4 Aside from widespread adoption of the icons, which began after Apple made emojis available
on its iOS mobile operating system in 2011, with Android following in 2013, emojis have been
one of the biggest communication breakthroughs since people took to the Internet. (Para. 4)

1) take to: to start doing sth. regularly 37+ i) >J 15
e.g. John has taken to getting up at 6 a.m. and going jogging.

2) ZKA)FET A emojis have been one of the biggest communication breakthroughs. #ijTh /&
aside from 51\ fARTE, TR XA E— AN HER G E H A, Bifiadoption.

5 You get an email from a person who you know to be calm and sane, and this person comes
across as a completely angry jerk. (Para. 6)

sane: a. (of a person) of sound mind; not mad or mentally ill BJ%); B
e.g. No sane person would, for example, start a high street pizzeria without first doing some homework
concerning the market.

6 Cue the emoji. (Para. 7)

cue: vt. to give sb. a signal to do sth. #&/x
e.g. With a nod of his head, the drummer cued the lead singer in.

7 Where text took the empathy out of messages, emojis and emoticons put it back in. (Para. 8)

empathy: n. [U] the ability to understand and share the feelings of another [F/#Le»
e.g. She loves children and has great empathy with them.

NOTE

The word “empathy” is different from “sympathy,” which refers to feelings of pity and

sorrow for someone else’s misfortune.
e.g. The Prime Minister expressed his sympathy for those injured in the attacks.

Communication in the digital age 1
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8 Add to that the belief that humans as a collective species are programmed to use visual
communication, and emojis became a no-brainer for digital communication. (Para. 10)
add(ed) to that/this: used to introduce another fact that supports your opinion tt4h; L

e.g. Our hospitals are short of cash. Add to that the long hours doctors work, and you have a recipe for
disaster.

9 For instance, a group of 800 people pooled their efforts to translate Herman Melville’s Moby
Dick into emojis. (Para. 12)

1) pool their efforts: to join their efforts 7O /)
e.g. The members have been pooling their efforts to work on the project.

2) In this sentence, the word “pool” means to combine things from different people for
shared use.

10 The process in which the Unicode Technical Committee decides if an emoji will see the light of
day can take up to two years. (Para. 14)

1) see the light of day: to be born; to come into existence; to be made public, visible, or
available A4 ; 4 ; [n)
e.g. The extraordinary document first saw the light of day in 1961.

2) up to: indicating a maximum amount Kik; £ik; ik
e.g. The process is expected to take up to three years.

Skills

D

VOCABULARY LEARNING STRATEGIES -

Compound nouns

Compound words are formed when two or more words are put together to yield a new meaning.
Compound nouns, compound adjectives, compound verbs, etc. are all compound words. Understanding
how compound words are formed can help expand vocabulary and improve reading comprehension.

In this text, there are a few compound nouns, for example, “head-scratcher” (Para. 1), “smartphone”
(Para. 3) and “breakthrough” (Para. 4).

Compound nouns include “open compounds” which are written as separate words, “hyphenated
compounds” which are written with one or more hyphens, and “closed compounds” which are written
as a single word.

Below are some rules of how compound nouns are formed.

e v.+ad.: know-how, get-together
® n.+n.: bedroom, shoelace
e prep. + n.: off-ramp, onlooker
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LANGUAGE FOCUS
. less of ... than ...
lessof ... than ... &A “tti#--ELR-" = “--Aw--” o Bla:

To some, it was even less of a word than the shortlisted nominee “lumbersexual.” (Para. 1)
5kt ma8%E ... more of ... than ..., && “tti---Fm---" . Flm.

Tom is more of a sportsman than his brother.

MRBLLRAENTT, MER—=%, A4 ... more of ... than ... &’ “SHiE-- - - .

The role of the computer analysts may be more of a facilitator than a designer, helping the users get
what they want.

Reference answers

Understanding the text

1) emoticons 2) digital stickers 3) 2013

4) easy to use 5) 100 percent

)
4)

.

W Ul.indd 9

1) fit into the way we communicate 2) empathy 3) what they mean

ubiquitous / everywhere 5) process applications for new emojis

“Head-scratcher” means a perplexing problem or question, something that causes bafflement
or puzzlement.

The declaration, indeed, is beyond some people’s expectations since it is not a word in its usual
or traditional form. However, I do think the declaration makes sense because emojis can also
convey messages as words do and help in communication. In fact, the crying smiley face can
convey a message that is not easy to express in words. From this point of view, it’s reasonable
for Oxford Dictionaries to declare an emoji its 2015 Word of the Year.

When people communicate via text messages, they can neither see the facial expressions and
hand gestures, nor hear the tones. The same text can have different meanings depending on the
tone and facial expressions, but text messages may fail to deliver their intention. Consequently,
they lose meaning and may even be misinterpreted. Thus, I agree with the author.

If T have a chance to create an emoji, I'd like to create one that denotes the meaning of “So
what?” or “I don’t care.” It would be a yellow face with a smile of contempt shrugging the

shoulders.

Communication in the digital age 9
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Sharpening your skills

muswm)—\n

* Emojis sometimes can express more meaning than people expected.

Letter writing is personified; it is given the human ability to surrender.

Information is personified; it is given the human ability to travel.

(T

The 20th century is personified; it is given the human ability to witness / see.

Social media is personified; it is given the human ability to tear or draw.

e  WeChat made its debut in 2011, and by 2018 it has had over one billion monthly active users.

e In the digital age, information flies while in the pen-and-pencil time, it crawls.

e Text messages can't tell the mood and thus sometimes can be misinterpreted.

Building your language

Words and expressions

1 adopt 2 enormous 3 Originating 4 standardize

1 Aside from

4 single out 5 takento

2 year to year

Collocations

[
1 body language

2  visual communication

4 voice message 5 instant messages
2/
1 have 2 lose 3 submit 4 pool 5 process

Vocabulary learning strategies

(Reference answers to online-course exercises)

1 breakthroughs 2 comeback 3 dropout 4 drawback

10 UNIT 1
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6 see the light of day

5 automatically

3 emotional expressions

5 throwback
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Lanquage focus

(Reference answers to online-course exercises)

1 Youthquake — the 2017 Word of the Year of Oxford Dictionaries is less of a new word than “broflake.”
2 Access to Wi-Fi in the city is less of an issue than in the countryside.

3 Inthe digital age, writing letters is less of an effective way of communication than it was in the past.
4 The map covered less of the area than I'd thought.
5

Flying is less of a risk than driving.

Banked cloze

1) non-verbal 2) smiley 3) instructions 4) submission 5) misinterpreted

6) communication 7) comparison 8) encountering 9) emojis 10) cellphones

Sharing your ideas

— Teaching suggestions

Step1 Prepare the content

Ask Ss to refer back to the text and note down useful information, language and
structure. Ask them to reflect on the changes emojis have brought to our daily
communication based on their own experiences. Then ask Ss to work in pairs or groups
to share their thoughts with each other. Remind Ss that they can use the expressions
they have learned from the text but can’t simply copy the sentences of the text.
Encourage Ss to paraphrase them in their writing.

Step 2 Write the paragraph
Ask Ss to write the paragraph after class. After finishing the paragraph, they should,
before coming to class, work in pairs and do peer review.

Step 3 Give feedback

In class, select some pieces of writing and give feedback on them. Ss are expected to
revise their writing based on T’s feedback.

“Ding!” My phone rings and I receive a message from my friend Shelia in Canada — no words

but a cake, three balloons and a few hearts. I know she’s saying “Happy birthday!” to me. I smile
and think, how emojis have changed the way we communicate. In fact, the birth of emojis has
made digital communication more effective. In other words, plain text messages, without the text
sender’s facial expressions or tones, can easily be misinterpreted and cause misunderstanding. But
emojis appear and solve this problem. With different emojis to supplement the text and convey the
intended meaning, we are able to understand each other better. All in all, with the appearance of
emojis, digital communication becomes more effective.

Communication in the digital age 1
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Scripts

My name is Chris Andrews. I'm glad we can talk face to face today. The societal importance of
interacting face to face is something that can be traced back centuries. In the medieval university
structure, rhetoric was considered to be a pillar of education. Students were expected to learn how
to exchange ideas from one mind to another. But the way that we communicate today is incredibly
different. The way that we communicate has changed almost completely. We’ve entered a digital
world where communication is instantaneous across continents and networks, at the click of a
button. It is fast, cheap, easy and great. I appreciate social media. I value the convenience to reach
across the globe and speak to my sister or to my mother. I value that. But I'm also deeply concerned
that face-to-face interactions have moved to a less important position of human communication.
And so just about a year ago, I began to think about what this shifting behavior is. What happens
when a child begins to replace face-to-face interactions with digital conversations? What happens
when a mother and father sit at a dinner table on their phone as their child is watching this? What
is the difference between asking someone in person and just sending him or her a text message?
Well ... it turns out the answer is quite a lot.

Reference answers

1 In the past, we talked face to face more often, but nowadays, people tend to rely on cellphones
more and prefer digital communication. Face-to-face communication seems to give way to

digital communication, to some extent.

2 o The child may lose empathy and detach himself from the people who he communicates
with on the other end of the message.

* One possibility is that the child may think their parents don’t love each other since they
“refuse” to talk to each other; and he may also think they don’t love him or care about his
feelings because they don’t talk to him either. Hence, the child’s cognition of love and being
loved might be affected. Another possibility is that the child may think that it's the normal
way of interaction between a husband and a wife, and even among family members. When
he grows up, he may also interact with his spouse and child in the similar way.

e Asking someone in person can show respect and seriousness of the speaker. Plus, it can also
build and strengthen personal connection.
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—1 Teaching suggestions

T can approach the text by asking Ss to do a fast reading of the text and finish Exercise 1 of
Understanding the text first. In this way, Ss will be able to grasp the main idea of the text.
Then, T can ask Ss to read the text again and finish Exercise 2 of Understanding the text so
that Ss can understand the details of the text.

If there is not enough time to go through iExplore 2 in class, T can ask Ss to learn iExplore 2
after class by themselves. Here are some suggestions. Ss can listen to the audio in Listening
first, and try to answer the questions in the Students’ Book to get a vague idea of the
importance of face-to-face communication. Then Ss can read the text and try to summarize
the main idea of the text. If Ss have difficulty understanding the text, they can go over

the vocabulary and then read the text again. After that, Ss can try to do the exercises in
Understanding the text to have a better understanding of the text. By this stage, Ss should
have already had a clear understanding of the text. Then they can move on to language and
vocabulary by referring to Building your language in the Students” Book. Ss can watch the
videos by scanning the QR code in Vocabulary learning strategies and Translation to learn

vocabulary and translation skills.

Background information

The reading is a report of the Let’s Talk project that aims to get people to talk. The audio clip in
Listening is a talk Chris Andrews, a recent St. Andrews graduate, gave at St. Andrews University.
The Let’s Talk project was founded in 2015 by Chris Andrews. This project has seen Mr. Andrews
walk over 3,000 miles across the United States to promote a more balanced approach between
digital and face-to-face interaction. If Ss are interested in the project, they can follow the journey at
www.letstalkusa.com. For more information regarding the project, T can direct Ss to read the article

on the website: http:/passionpassport.com /lets-talk-walking-across-america/.

Language points

1 The Saint sat down with Chris Andrews to learn about his Let’s Talk project, which celebrates
the power of face-to-face communication. (Para. 1)
1) The Saint: an independent newspaper written and run by students at the University of
St Andrews, where Chris Andrews graduated 342784 Hi K 2240 3]

2) celebrate: vt. to honor or praise publicly #47; i

e.g. The film celebrates the idea that if you have the will and tenacity, you can come through hard times.

Communication in the digital age 13
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2 Chris Andrews’ plans for after graduation are as challenging as they are unconventional.
(Para. 3)
1) unconventional: a. not based on or in accordance with what is generally done or
believed EtE4EHT; AFHH
e.g. He has unconventional political views.
2) “As challenging as they are unconventional” means they are both challenging and
unconventional.

3 Once there, he will embark on a 3,200-mile journey across America, reaching San Diego eight to
nine months later. (Para. 3)

embark on / upon: to begin (a course of action, esp. one that is important or demanding)
M EF

e.g. He embarked on a new career as a teacher.

4 Mr. Andrews explained that the germ of the idea stemmed from his realization that the way we
communicate as humans now has changed more in the last 20 years than any time ever before. (Para. 4)
1) germ: n. [C] an initial stage from which sth. may develop into sth. bigger and more
important B %
e.g. The germ of a brilliant idea began to form in his head.
2) stem from: to originate in or be caused by i T

e.g. Many of American universities” problems stem from lack of government funding.

5 He added that while the digital age has certainly seen great advances in communication, he
started to ask the question of what happens when we start to put face-to-face conversation on
the back burner. (Para. 4)

put sth. on the back burner: (infml.) to decide not to deal with sth. until later ¥ & H K
e.g. These projects were put on the back burner to avoid inconvenience to citizens, especially in traffic flow.

6 It's about finding that balance and about highlighting the power of face-to-face conversation
today. (Para. 7)
highlight: vt. to make a problem or subject easy to notice so that people pay attention to it fifi---Z 1
e.g. Your resumé should highlight your skills and achievements.

7 Idon’t want this trip to be about bashing technology. (Para. 7)

bash: vt. to criticize severely ffZIILIF
e.g. The public are bashing the company for its heavy pollution to the environment.

8 The Let’s Talk project’s use of social media to spread its message has caused many to accuse
Mr. Andrews of hypocrisy. (Para. 9)
1) accuse sb. of: to charge sb. with an offense or crime; to claim that sb. has done sth.
wrong f515; 53¢

e.g. The surgeon was accused of negligence.
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2) hypocrisy: n. [U] the practice of claiming to have moral standards or beliefs to which
one’s own behavior does not conform J§ 4
e.g. This book does an incredible job of exposing the corruption and hypocrisy of some big businesses.

9 Mr. Andrews admitted that it is a “paradox” but added, “We're not condemning technology ...” (Para. 9)

paradox: n. [C] a statement that is seemingly contradictory or opposed to common sense, or one

(such as a person, situation or an action) having seemingly contradictory qualities HAH7 & (1)

L)

e.g. It sounds like a paradox — Paris has almost three times as much rain as London but London is much
rainier than Paris.

Paraphrase: Mr. Andrews admitted that it's a contradictory thing because his project aims to
celebrate the importance of face-to-face communication and get people to talk, but he is using
social media as a means to spread the message of his project.

10 The combination of running and conversations may not seem immediately obvious to anyone
whose memories of cross-country include more wheezing than chit-chat. (Para. 11)
1) wheeze: vi. to breathe with difficulty, making a noise in your throat and chest Wiy ;
Il i <
e.g. Jack was trying to say something, but he was just wheezing.
2) chit-chat: n. [U] conversation about things that are not very important p#Hjl
e.g. “What did you talk about?” “Oh, just chit-chat.”

11 However, Mr. Andrews explained that the idea to run across the USA came along because we
wanted to return to the most basic form of transportation paired with the most basic form of
communication. (Para. 11)

1) come along: to come into being or existence, or appear in the scene {3
e.g. Henry went to Paris whenever the chance came along.

2) pair with: to put together or join to form a pair 5---fikt; 5---—ik
e.g. In the test session each participant was paired with an untrained partner.

12 It is much more difficult to pull over a vehicle to talk to someone if they were to have chosen to
cycle or drive across America. (Para. 12)
1) pull over: (of a vehicle) to move to the side of or off the road F£ilf5%
e.g. Unable to drive properly while laughing, Derek pulled over to the side of the road to settle down.
2) they were to have chosen R, IR “Hd b i, MEREFR T &
TERSEE, BUYSEERIAIRAMIR S EXME", “If ... were to ...” WAG| R BRIEER WK1
W7 TR, TR, e EIERPEEES, beshinias H were.

13 “I'want to promise everyone that going out there and speaking to someone pays incredible dividends
in the way you feel, in the way that you understand yourself and others,” he said. (Para. 14)
dividend: n. [C] a benefit from an action or policy [l4i; ik
e.g. Good eating habits will pay dividends later on in life.
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Skills

VOCABULARY LEARNING STRATEGIES

Prefix “cross-"

The prefix “cross-" is often combined with nouns and adjectives to mean:

e going from one side to the other: cross-country, cross-border
e going between two things and joining them: cross-cultural, cross-party

TRANSLATION SKILLS

what 1 how 3|1SHIME

ZEH X what 1 how 5| SN B TERIER o UE A 4IEMIEAF. H120, who you communicate with and
how you communicate TTINFH “ZRNEMZRAR” » XMEFARNEEXEEEE, BERFEFEA
PWIEMBERN IR, B4,

She was very unhappy about what he had said and done in the party.

X ERS FHERFLERAHR

Reference answers
Understanding the text

[

1) advances 2) empathy 3) facial expressions
4) power of face-to-face conversation 5) balance

B

1 DPara.3 2 Para.13 3 Para.5 4 Para.”7 5 Para.6 6 Para.4 7 Para. 12

Building your language

Words and expressions

[

1 condemn 2 startling 3 aredependenton 4 wuncertain 5 acknowledge
B

1 pull over 2 detached ... from 3 pay dividends

4 is paired with 5 1isaccused of

16 uNIT1
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Collocations

1 private conversation 2 historical perspective 3 digital age

4 startling findings 5 face-to-face conversation 6 digital media

Vocabulary learning strategies

(Reference answers to online-course exercises)

1 cross-country race 2 cross-cultural communication 3 cross-country trade
4 cross-Channel visitors 5 cross-party discussion
Translation

TEREAZ AR, TP IR B R R, SSRiT s S . 4k, B IRAERL S 2
EIFAIBAGEER, AR ZCBR A E LRI R, ZRA GAAEi  AMRAE T E R X LI R
iR THLIBALHR TPk

It is reported that China has become one of the biggest smartphone markets in the world. Low cost
of mobile devices and the rapid growth of the mobile Internet have stimulated the development

of China’s smartphone market. It is estimated that over half of its netizens consider smartphones
as their first choice to access the Internet. In 2013, smartphone users in China accounted for 43%

of all mobile phone users. In 2015, about 70% of young and middle-aged people chose to use
smartphones in China, and the percentage increased to 80% in 2018.

Sharing your ideas

— Teaching suggestions

Ask Ss to think about the role of face-to-face communication and write their points down.
Then, ask Ss to discuss with their partners and share their ideas. Ss are encouraged to use the
information, language and structure they’ve learned from the text, but should be reminded
that they can’t simply copy the sentences of the text. Rather, Ss should paraphrase them in
their writing.

I'm in support of Chris Andrews’ project because his intention of getting people to talk and
highlighting the importance of face-to-face communication is meaningful, especially in this
society where people rely increasingly on digital communication while face-to-face conversation
has been put on the back burner. Face-to-face communication is of great importance. For one
thing, when talking face to face, people can see the body language and facial expressions, and
thus sense the interlocutor’s feelings. This helps people develop the ability to show empathy and

Communication in the digital age 11
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sympathy in social interactions. For another, face-to-face communication helps people build a
closer relationship. Talking to somebody in person is different from sending a message. It shows
respect and appreciation. Nowadays, it’s easy to see families or friends sit at a dinner table chatting
on their phone instead of talking with the person that sits right next to them. And when they finish
the dinner and go back, they would chat with each other on the phone again. Why didn’t they

talk when they could’ve had a good face-to-face conversation with each other a few hours ago?

I think it's dangerous if people rely on digital communication too much and lose interest in face-
to-face communication. Therefore, I don’t think face-to-face communication can be replaced by
digital communication. Face-to-face communication is so important that it cannot and should not
be replaced by any form of communication. In fact, people have realized the importance of face-to-
face communication and start calling for actions to talk with people face to face more often.

18 UNIT 1
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iProduce

Unit project

— Teaching suggestions

This section aims at getting Ss to think about and evaluate the changes social media has
brought to the way people communicate. In iExplore 1, Ss have learned the positive role

of emojis in enabling social media to become more successful and mature as a means of
communication. In iExplore 2, Ss have realized the importance and benefits of face-to-face
communication and some possible drawbacks of digital communication. Both the texts and
exercises have prepared Ss for the unit project.

Ss are expected to use appropriate language to express their opinions on a certain topic and
give reasons. They are expected to give a speech to express their attitudes toward the changes
social media has brought to the way people communicate and support their opinions with
solid reasons. In class, T should remind Ss they can use topic sentences to express their
opinions. Then, tell Ss the importance of using solid reasons to support their claims instead of
only listing them. The supporting evidence could be vivid examples or persuasive statistics.

If the schedule is tight, this task can be finished after class. The steps provided in the Students’
Book are clear and easy to follow. Ss can follow those steps to finish the task. If time permits,
T can ask Ss to brainstorm ideas by debate. T can divide Ss into two sides, with each side
stating the positive and negative changes social media brings to the way people communicate
respectively. In the process of persuading the other side and defending themselves, Ss will be
able to produce more interesting and creative ideas to finish the assignment.

T should remind Ss to refer to the texts in iExplore 1 & 2 for useful information, language and
structure. Below are some useful expressions from the texts for T's reference.

Useful expressions

enormous effect

widespread adoption of

communication breakthrough

lack of empathy

build a personal connection

the power of face-to-face communication

inspire people to think about how they communicate

The way we communicate as humans now has changed more in the last 20 years than any time

ever before.
Where text took the empathy out of messages, emojis put it back in.

Communication in the digital age
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e For digital communication to be as successful as spoken language, it needs this kind of system
to complement and support the messages coming from text.

Class organization

As Ss are supposed to have uploaded their videos online before class, the time in class is mainly
used to provide feedback — teacher feedback and peer feedback.

Step 1 Teacher feedback

To make peer review more effective, T can select a few videos and analyze their shining points and
problems and tell Ss how to improve their scripts and videos. In this way, Ss may know how to do
peer review on their own.

Step 2 Peer feedback

Then, divide the class into groups of four or five. Each group member should watch their peers’
videos and give feedback according to the checklist provided in the Students’ Book. Ss should also
give suggestions for how to improve the videos.

Step 3 Revising

Based on the feedback Ss have received, they can revise their scripts and redo their videos to
improve them.

Suggestions for evaluation

T can evaluate Ss” speeches from the following perspectives.

Dimensions Specifications Score (1-5)

The major changes that social media has brought about are described clearly.

Examples or personal experiences are used to further explain and

Content
support those changes.
The changes have been evaluated from different perspectives.
The language of the speech is clear.
The speech has a good flow.
Language

The speaker has used words and phrases from the texts.

There are few errors in grammar.

The opening of the speech is interesting.

Structure The body of the speech is logically developed.

The ending of the speech is effective.

The speech is fluent.

The speaker talks at an appropriate rate.

Delivery The speaker has clear pronunciation.

The speaker talks with satisfactory variation of volume and inflection.

The speaker uses direct eye contact and effective gestures.
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Reference answers

Hi everyone, I want to begin my speech with a question. How many of you use WeChat to get in
touch with your families and friends? I bet most of you do. In fact, WeChat is so popular that it’s
used by almost everyone, men and women, teenagers and seniors, Chinese and foreigners. With
WeChat, we can now contact our friends almost anytime, anywhere. Yes, social media such as
WeChat has greatly changed the way we communicate.

First, social media makes communication much easier for people in different places. I can reach out
to my friend who studies overseas by WeChat or QQ. Decades ago, most people relied on letters to
keep in touch with their friends and they had to wait for weeks before they could receive a reply
from their friend across the sea. Second, social media gives people time to form better answers. For
example, when my parents ask me a difficult question, I have more time to think and give a better
answer on WeChat without having to answer immediately. Third, talking on social media helps
avoid embarrassment. If my friend says something that I don’t know how to respond to, I can just
send an emoji to avoid embarrassment.

Despite these benefits and joys social media brings to the way we communicate, it is not perfect.
One problem it may bring is the lack of empathy as people rely too much on digital communication.
Also, without the important non-verbal cues such as body language and facial expressions, we may
easily misinterpret the message we receive and misunderstand one another. Emojis help solve this
problem to some extent, and put the empathy back into digital communication. However, some
emojis can also get lost in the process of translation. Therefore, despite the great advances social
media brings to the way we communicate, they should not replace face-to-face communication.
That’s all. Thank you!

[ Comments 3

Content: Overall, this is a well-prepared speech with rich content. The speaker has fully
used the information from the two texts in iExplore 1 & 2 by combining the benefits of
digital communication and the importance of face-to-face communication. The speaker starts
the speech with a question, which is a good way to attract attention from the audience. The
speaker starts with WeChat, the social media platform that most people are familiar with,

to introduce the influence of social media on the way people communicate. The middle

part contains three main positive changes that social media brings to communication. For
each change, the speaker provides a specific example that is vivid and concrete to illustrate
the change. The third paragraph talks about the possible problems social media can bring,
which demonstrates the speaker’s critical thinking ability.

Language: The speaker has made good use of the words and expressions from the two texts
in iExplore 1 & 2. The speaker has also demonstrated a good command of spoken language
through the use of cohesive devices and colloquial expressions.
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Structure: This speech has a clear structure, with the first paragraph introducing the topic,
the second one describing positive changes and providing examples, and the last one
talking about the possible problems social media can bring and drawing conclusions. This
structure clearly presents the speaker’s opinions, and the audience can easily follow the
speaker.

Delivery: The speaker talks fluently at an appropriate rate with clear pronunciation;
the speaker talks with satisfactory variation of volume and inflection; the speaker holds
attention of the audience with the use of direct eye contact and gestures.
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Translation of the texts

—_

HIRNTT S TR A e h 2 282

4 (R ) BT 2015 4ERAE BRI R — ARG T B, AT TSR SN . B B AT
T N ERNIL A AR IR AR RSB T T B L RO, X 5N %
e CRIERE” ML, BEAMGRE—AMA,

fERXS T A 5 RS, XA E S AR A X R B R R R A XA
AR —— REEOE F 20N — MU A 3 S AL SRIBRF SR X —E L. M, X
XX BB OS5 R AT LSS T AR B G RE AN, WS A S R G R R 8. 3
MFHEFFZ

AHRfEN 7 THF ARG - BRSO — IRy, (e, 80% B BEF LN P ARG . Sft
BT SRR TEDEE 25 5 LU NN, JLT- A2 AHERETHUN & (G B RS 5. iR
el —Z IR BN BORI AT “PEE” WHHE, 74% W5EE NG RES 5.

2011 AF3ER A RIEHIOS FHRAE RS B 2238 7RIS, 2013 4R 22 MR RG24 1R,
TERXZ )G EIPR AR MU 5 BRICZAb, FABAF5 28 AT > B BRI 2 JE 7E A0 7 TR e K
ARz —

“HRXHARMWE,” WRSOIEGE, A, AR DS T AR B E, A 2k 70 % B 5 SO g AR
HAFLIRN: WERNE . HE, BEIEFUREE. XEWRE, 7 (T ) KBRS RN ER
30%.” A2 T —ANMIIF, AATVHBEERE “FZ AR, FHFHEBOX )G R R BRI s, PraR ik & X
AERBZESR.

FEOREL LA Wlpl: RS AR E E MR LR A TS TR AN, IR kR (5 B &k
FHARI) B S R 2R . RSO R — M ARERIEAE . “BUSHREBIR ™. IR btk
EERAEB AT, ABE, “IRISCE]—ANURI A &8 S BN IR B, X =R A L AR
RAFNEABUSHIRE . SR4% FPRRBAEGER, TEEMA R R00I—21, AR Toik 6 A\ i

BXLEER T
RIGFF T RLBmAE

2042 Q0 AE AR I, FENEAF TRIET HAS, IR JoZeiz B jifl 1603t — B CFIRAR, BN &S B
foefili i fEHAd T, AN AR — B ) A —— il L8455, BlE S . e SAHE
7, BE RO ERARES, 1§ -) —RFR—A SR, AORRAAE R ARy, %
TS RIS BAFRES RS B ik o

{ERREAF TR ARIGED 7R, EEAPINER: —RHAREF SRR ELNNE. “REET
Mgt o — AR, BRI SRS - 22 RGiE, “REEAREE AT
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MEIX " e — HAR AT SN B SE— R  —— 4 — R B LT AN IR R G A5 B0 [l s 2R
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WAL AR, 5 T .

Hesh, VERSERYIRY, NZRASRRL M HPLE A . 38 ARIEAF 5 o 78S B ARITAR B 1
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