Unit

I

PART Preparation

1 A Survey of Chinese People’s Leisure Activities

STEP ONE
Work in groups to make a list of Chinese people’s leisure activities. Try to include as many activities as
possible.

STEPTWO

Divide the class into four groups. Each does the survey of one of the following four age groups: your
grandparents’ age group, your parents’ age group, college students, children under 12. Two students from
each group interview students in other groups, the rest staying to be interviewed. Report the findings to

the group when you finish. The following table is for your reference.

Age Groups Leisure Activities Time Spent Frequency
Grandparents playing t'ai chi (kA %2) one hour every day
Parents

College students

Children under 12

STEP THREE
Make a short report to the class regarding the leisure activities of Chinese people in the four age groups.

2 Laughter

Laughter is a great medicine. Almost all of us like jokes, appreciate humor, enjoy talk shows, cross-talk (18

75), or sketches (;8F&%5 ). Work in groups to discuss why cross-talk is popular in China.

Words and expressions you may use

humorous language resonate with the audience 3 | WAk ) g mimic 55

quick wit 12 Xk tease HZE gifted

funny gestures presentation skills local operas H 77 %% il
irony traditional Chinese culture
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3 Recognizing Puns (M X%iE)
Read the following sentences and find out the pun.

1 Don't expect to eat something fancy when you're flying because it’s plane food.

2 If you get sick at the airport it could be a terminal iliness.

3 To write with a broken pencil is pointless.

4 Math teachers have lots of problems.

5 A small boy went to the counter to pay for his lunch, but he was a little short.

6 A small boy swallowed some coins and was taken to a hospital. When his grandmother telephoned to ask
how he was, a nurse said “No change yet.”

7 A boy saving up for a car has a lot of driving ambition.

8 My mother is a bored member of the new private school.

PART Reading-Centered Activities

In-Class Reading

Pre-Reading

Read the following joke and work in groups to discuss the following questions.

Two children are talking.

A: Meet my new-born brother.

B: Oh, he is so handsome! What's his name?

A: 1 don't know. | can't understand a word

1 Do you enjoy jokes? Why or why not?
2 Do you think humor is an important quality for a person and a key to getting along with others? Give your

reasons.

Unit 1
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Entertaining
Humor—What’s Funny?

The joy of laughing at a funny story is universal,
probably as old as language itself. But, what is it
that makes a story or a joke funny?

2 As one who has enjoyed humor since I first

W IE3C. indd 3

recognized it, I've made an attempt to explain
and discuss humor with students in such diverse
cultures as Latin America and China. I've done
some serious thinking about funny stories. It has
been a labor of love'!

Why is it that several students in a class will
fall out of their chairs laughing after I tell a
joke while the rest of the students look as if
I’ve just read the weather report?” Obviously
some people are more sensitive to humor than
others. And, we recognize that some people
tell jokes very well while others struggle to say
something funny. We've all heard people say,
“I like jokes, but I can't tell one well, and I can

o

never remember them.” Some people have a
better sense of humor than others just as some
people have more musical talent, mathematical
talent, etc. than others. A truly funny person has
a joke for every occasion, and when one is told,
that triggers an entire string of jokes from that
person’s memory bank’. A humorless person
is not likely to be the most popular person in
a group. It is reasonable to say that the truly
humorous individual is not only well-liked, but
is often the focus of attention in any gathering.

Even some animals have a sense of humor. My
wife’s mother often visited us for extended stays".
She normally didn’t like dogs, but she fell in
love with Blitzen—a female Lab” we had, and
the relationship was mutual. Even when young,
Blitzen would tease Grandma by very selectively
carrying one of her bedroom slippers into the
living room where Grandma sat in her favorite,
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comfortable chair. Blitzen pranced just beyond
the reach of Grandma until Grandma was
tempted to leave her chair to get the slipper from
Blitzen. When Grandma left her chair, Blitzen
would quickly jump into the chair, flashing her
Lab smile from sparkling brown eyes which
clearly said, “Aha, I fooled you again.”

Typical jokes or humorous stories have a three-
part anatomy that is easily recognized. First
is the SETUP (or setting), next is the BODY
(or story line®), and these are followed by the
PUNCH LINE’ (an unexpected or surprise
ending) which will make the joke funny if it
contains some humor. Usually all three parts are
present, and each must be clearly presented®. It
helps if the story / joke teller uses gestures and
language which are well-known to the audience.

Humor, as a form of entertainment, can be
analyzed in order to discover what makes
a funny story or joke seem funny. Here, for
example, are some of the most common types
of humor. They range from the most obvious
humor to the more subtle types.

“SLAPSTICK” is the most obvious humor. Its
language is simple, direct, and often makes fun
of another person or group. Slapstick was and
is the technique of the stand-up comedian’ and
the clown. It appeals to all ages and all cultures.
Nearly every English-speaking comedian in
this century has used the following joke in one
form or another. One man asks another, “Who
was that lady I saw you with last night?” The
other replies, “That was no lady, that was my
wife” The humor lies in the fact that the second
man is saying that his wife is not a lady. In other
words, she is not a refined woman. The joke is
no less funny because it is so often used. The
audience knows in advance what will be said,
because it is classic humor, and any audience
values it even more because of its familiarity.

Chinese “CROSS-TALK” is a special type of
slapstick in which two Chinese comedians
humorously discuss topics such as bureaucrats,
family problems, or other personal topics. Cross-
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talk can be heard anywhere from small village
stages to the largest Beijing theaters, and to radio
and television. It is clearly a traditional form of
humor well understood by Chinese people.

A PLAY ON WORDS is not so obvious as slapstick,
but it is funny because of misused or
misunderstood language. My favorite example
is the story of three elderly gentlemen traveling
by train in England. As the train slowed for a
stop the first man asked, “Is this Wembley?”
“No,” said the second, “it’s Thursday.” “So am
I said the third man. “Let’s stop for a beer”
We know that older people often do not hear
things clearly, so the misunderstanding of both
Wednesday (for Wembley) and thirsty (for
Thursday) makes a nice setup for the punch line
delivered by the third man.

The famous Chinese cartoonist and humorist
Ding Cong is a master of word play. In one of his
funny cartoons, a teacher says, “How come'’ you
completely copied somebody else’s homework?”
The young student replies, “I didn’t completely
copy it. My name on the page is different.” In
another classic Ding Cong cartoon, an irritated
father asks, “Tell me, whats one plus two?” The
son says, “I don't know.” The impatient father
then says, “For example, you, your mother, and
I altogether are how many, you idiot?” The son
proudly answers, “Three idiots” Whether these
stories are cartoons or jokes, told by a slapstick
comedian or a cross-talking team, they appeal
to people everywhere as funny stories because
they have a note of reality' to them, and the
unexpected punch line is quite funny.

PUNS are even more subtle forms of word play.
They use the technique of similar sounding
words or alternative meanings of the same
word. Puns are thought by some critics to be
the lowest form of humor, but I disagree with
this. Puns require more subtle and sophisticated
language skills than most humor forms, but
even the very young can use them in their
simpler forms. For example, the “riddle” or
trick question often uses a pun in the setup,
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the story line, or, more often, the punch line.
Puns are the first type of humor I learned,
and at about five years of age I remember
hearing the following riddle. One person asks,
“What is black and white and red all over?”
The other person usually cannot answer the
riddle, so says, “I give up. What is the answer?”
The riddler replies, “A newspaper.” This is
the obvious answer if one knows that “red” is
pronounced the same as “read” in English, but
the meanings are clearly different.

DOUBLE ENTENDRES (French for double
meanings) are special variations of puns in
which words or phrases have double meanings.
Frequently the two meanings are very different,
and one is quite proper while the second is often,
but not always, vulgar. I like the somewhat mild
story of a school teacher and a principal of a high
school who are concerned because some boys
and girls have been seen kissing on the school
playground. The teacher says to the students, “The
principal and I have decided to stop kissing on the
school playground.” Hearing some laughter, she
senses her message was not altogether clear, so
she adds, “What I mean to say is that there will be
no more kissing going on under our noses'*”. This
clarification, of course, does nothing to correct
the first statement and the double meaning of the
joke becomes even more laughable.

Some professional humorists think too much
of today’s humor is not very intelligent or
sophisticated. They dislike the suggestive or
vulgar language used too frequently, and they feel
that most humorists are not very creative. It is true
that some of today’s humor is rather shocking,
but I don't think humor is to be blamed for that.
Humor is alive and well, and it will persist simply
because there are funny things happening every
day. Some humorous people see and hear these
funny things and are able to make them into
funny, entertaining jokes and stories.

(1,346 words)

r,']roper Names

Blitzen /'blitson/ #F| 7% & (M 45)
Ding Cong T (1916-2009, 1= £ iBH %)

Wembley /'wembli/ J5A5F] (HE )

mew Words

# anatomy /o'natomi/ n.

1) the structure of an organization, process, etc.
ik, 451

For the first time, we have the chance to examine the

anatomy of a secret government operation.

2) the scientific study of the structure of human or
animal bodies fi##] (2%)

I) The students will do anatomy next semester.

ITI) Knowledge of human anatomy is essential to
figure drawing.

* bureaucrat /'bjuarskraet/ 1. an official working
in an organization or a government department,

especially one who follows the rules of the department

too strictly Bt W3

I) Endless paperwork was dished out (4}%) by those
bureaucrats.

IT) I suppose my application has been lost by some
incompetent bureaucrat.

cartoonist /ka:'tunist/ n. sb. who draws cartoons j&

I

I) He is now a consultant, while continuing as a
cartoonist.

II) The famous cartoonist’s works were published in
almost every newspaper.

* clarification /klerafr’kerfn/ n. the act of making
sth. clear or easier to understand, or an explanation

that makes sth. clear y&i%  fi#F:

I) We are seeking clarification from the judge.

II) The newspaper printed clarifications of the
incorrect statements.

e AR ORI ERRE, B ESRIACARIC xR SORIAICARC A, HAGRTICRIE A .

o
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A clown /klavn/ n. a performer in a circus who
wears funny clothes and bright make-up, and does

silly things in order to make people laugh /\ 41
I) T used to like the clowns best at the circus.
II) He’s required to play the part of the clown.

# comedian /ko'mi:dren/ n. sb. whose job is to tell

jokes and make people laugh yg#&15 5, = RIE A

I) Bill wanted to be a comedian, but he wasn’t
funny.

II) The English comedian, Charlie Chaplin, made
a hit as the “Little Tramp”.

# cross-talk n. witty, rapid dialog, e.g. between two
comedians {75

I) We enjoyed the cross-talk performance in
Beijing.

IT) There is usually cross-talk on the special New
Year’s TV program in China.

# double entendre /du:bl pn'tondra/ 1. (French)
a word or phrase that may be understood in two
different ways 3 15

Those who are slow can have a moment to reflect
and catch the subtleties of a double entendre.

entertaining /enta'teiniy/ adj. amusing and

interesting A, 4 ML

I) The couple watched a very entertaining movie
last Saturday.

II) His books aren’t particularly well-written, but
they’re always entertaining.

familiarity /fomilr'eroti/ n. a good knowledge of

sth. 2%, Hid

I) In fact, his familiarity with American history is
pretty limited.

II) Applicants should demonstrate a familiarity
with housing laws.

gathering /'gadorip/ n. a meeting of a group of

people %2

I) Easter is one of the best times for a family
gathering.

II) There will be a gathering of world leaders in
Vienna next month.

Unit 1

humorist /'hjurmarist/ n. a person with an active

sense of humor, especially one who uses humor

skillfully, as in writing or talking @12t (1) %; A

LENETIPN

I) Books and articles flowed from Mark Twain,
and each increased his reputation as America’s
greatest humorist.

II) Later, when other humorists stepped into her
territory, she remained the funniest and dearest
of them all.

humorless /'hjuimalos/ adj. too serious and not
able to laugh at things that other people think are

amusing = f 2Rk

I) He was a straight-faced, humorless character.

IT) A humorless person is not likely to be the most
popular person in a group.

* idiot /'1diet/ n. a stupid person or sb. who has

done sth. stupid 484, ZEbt
I) Iknew I'd been an idiot to stay there.

IT) Anyone who crosses the street without checking
for traffic is an idiot.

* irritated /'iritertid/ adj. feeling annoyed and

impatient about sth. A f; AN H)

I) Iwasbeginning to get irritated at the long delay.

IT) Not surprisingly, her teacher is getting irritated
with her.

laughable /la:fobl/ adj. so bad, silly, or unbelievable

that it makes you want to laugh FT2£1y | FERHY

I) The promises are so far from reality that they
are laughable.

II) The play was a tragedy, but the acting was
laughable.

laughter /'la:fta/ n. the act of laughing or the sound
of people laughing 4, &7
I) Their laughter filled the corridor.

IT) He looked shocked, then burst into laughter.

misuse /mis'juiz/

vt. use sth. in the wrong way or for the wrong purpose
B WA

I) It’s a word that is often misused.

IT) Even harmless drugs can be misused.

o
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n. the use of sth. in the wrong way or for the wrong

purpose 5] ; 4 H

I) It was a clear misuse of the word.

IT) The effectiveness of this drug has, however, led
to its misuse.

mutual /'mjuztfval/ adj.

1) (of a feeling or action) felt or done by two or
more people toward one another fHH [, 1
)

I) It’s plain that he adores his daughter, and the
feeling is mutual.

IT) Despite differences in background and outlook,
their partnership was based on mutual respect,
trust and understanding.

2) shared by two or more people H:[FE A7

I) We found we have a mutual interest in
mountaineering (%1).

IT) We were introduced by a mutual friend who
felt that we might like to go out together.

# prance /prains/ vi. walk or move in a spirited

manner ffi B AE RS B

I) We used to prance around our bedroom pretending
to be pop stars.

II) I wish your children would settle down and
stop prancing about.

principal /'prisapl/

n. sb. in charge of a school or college -

I) Donald King is the principal of Dartmouth High
School.

IT) If you talk any more in class, ’'m sending you
off to see the principal.

adj. first in order of importance FHEEAY), FHAY

I) The salary is good, but that is not the principal
reason I accepted the job.

II) His principal reason for making the journey
was to visit his family.

# pun /pan/ n. an amusing use of a word or phrase
that has two meanings, or of words with the same

sound but different meanings 3% i&

I) The slogan (J"41&) was a pun on the name of
the product.

IT) This is a humorous pun, or play on words: Seven
days without water makes one weak (week).

o

refined /rr'faind/ adj. (of a person) very polite and

having good manners and good taste (A) AL

1, AHEIEH; AimhLr

I) He was refined too, and was keen on art and
calligraphy.

II) They don’t know how to be reserved and refined
unless they see it in a movie.

4 riddle /'ridl/ n.
1) a question that is deliberately very confusing

and usually has a humorous or clever answer
Wk, kR

I) Are you good at solving riddles?

II) See if you can solve this riddle.

2) amysterious action, event, or situation that you
do not understand and cannot explain B}
iz =+

I) No one could provide an answer to the riddle
of Elise’s death.

II) Scientists claimed to have solved the riddle of
the birth of the universe.

# riddler /'ridlo/ n. a person who tells riddles {3k
(i) KA
I) In some children’s games, one person is
the riddler and the others must answer the
questions.
II) The riddler gave his riddles to the listeners and
asked them to solve the riddles.

selectively /sr'lektivli/ adv. in a selective manner 4

Pz e

I) Within the project, trees are selectively cut on a
25-year rotation.

IT) Critics argue that the drug laws have been
selectively enforced (#17).

setting /'setig/ n. the place or time at which an

event occurs or a play, novel, etc. is set (K5, &

s /NBEAER) R

I) The setting of the story is a hotel in Paris during
the war.

II) The island was used by Dickens as the setting
for Oliver Twist.

# setup /'setap/ n. the way that sth. is organized or
arranged #L i, ity

7
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I) He’s new to the office and doesn’t know the
setup yet.

II) I gradually got rather disillusioned with the
whole setup of the university.

# slapstick /'sleep,stik/ #. humorous acting in which
the performers fall over, throw things at each other,

etc. JHFRERIE, T

I) Idon’t think slapstick is funny.

ITI) There’s a lot of slapstick in the Marx Brothers’
films.

* sparkling /'spa:kly/ adj. shining brightly with

points of flashing light [R= ¢, [R5GH)

I) They looked down to the sea sparkling in the
sun.

II) They have the same sparkling eyes and the
same fresh beautiful face.

string /strip/ n.

1) a series of similar events that happen one after
another —&, —Z4

I) The incident was the latest in a string of attacks.

IT) The team had a string of 13 wins last season.

2) athin wire or cord used on a musical instrument
or a strong thin cord used for fastening or tying
things 7%, %

I) He went off to change a guitar string.

IT) Can you find me some string to tie up this
package?

3) anumber of objects that form a line —{7, —#

I) A string of cars traveled up the narrow mountain
road.

IT) She was wearing a linen suit and a string of
pearls.

# suggestive /so'dzestiv/ adj. seeming to suggest
sth. sexual or indecent fgi \ = A= A, HRiZHY

I) He kept giving me suggestive looks.

II) He’s always making sexually suggestive jokes.

* tease /tiiz/ v. joke about or intentionally annoy 3

75 WK

I) Don’t get upset. I was only teasing.

II) T used to hate being teased about my red hair
when I was at school.

Unit 1

* tempt /tempt/ vi.

1) try to persuade sb. to do sth. by making it seem
attractive JAFH; 5135 (HEAN) 2k

I) The shop windows were lit invitingly, tempting
the late shoppers.

II) They tempted him to join the company by
offering him a large salary and a company car.

2) make sb. want to have or do sth., even though
they know they really should not 5], =k

I) Nothing could tempt me to take such a step.

II) Don’t let credit tempt you to buy something
you can’t afford.

universal / juinr'vaisl/ adj.

1) involving everyone in the world or in a particular
group ik Hy; AR

I) The desire to look attractive is universal.

IT) There does not appear to be universal agreement
on the issue of early education.

2) true or suitable in every situation ju F i}

I) These days a credit card has almost universal
application.

II) He was about to learn a universal truth of
professional journalism.

* vulgar /'valge/ adj. lacking in good taste or

refinement #I{A 11, FFA1

I) She was criticized for telling vulgar jokes.

IT) The film was tasteless, vulgar and even badly
shot.

ﬁhrases and Expressions

beyond the reach of sb. in a place sb. cannot
reach by stretching their arm or hand 7£% A\ fifi 6%
ANERI T

I) Keep chemicals beyond the reach of children.
IT) The apple is beyond the reach of the patient.

flash a smile smile at sb. quickly and for a short
time Xy F A5

I) She flashed a sudden smile at him.

II) Meg flashed Cissie a grateful smile.

| T T T —— (T
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make an attempt to do sth. try to do sth. %% Jyfig

Fm, W BEE

I) She made a few half-hearted attempts to join in
their conversation.

II) The climbers will make another attempt to
reach the summit today.

make fun of make unkind, insulting remarks

about sb. or sth. 5%, 4. JFEREE

I) I'm not making fun of you. I admire what you
have done.

ITI) He felt that they were making fun of him,
though he could not understand why.

1 “A labor of love” means “sth. that is hard work
but that you do because you want to (.0 H &
AT
e.g.I) For Mavis and her team of volunteers

furniture removal is a labor of love.
IT) Even the most difficult tasks seem easy
to us when they are a labor of love.

2 fyrfr laughing after I tell a joke 32 5 fiff bk
. 7€ that 5[ G Mt while 5] F—/3f41
WA, FIRR .

3 Here “one” means “one joke”, and the first “that”
refers to the joke. This part of the sentence
means “when one joke is told, it starts a series of
jokes that person has in his mind”.

4 Here “extended stays” means “longer stays”.

5 “Lab” here is the abbreviation of “Labrador ($7
LETE SN

| T T T —— (T

6 “Story line” means “the main set of related
events in a story (#f)”.

7 The expression “punch line” means “the last few
words of a joke or story that make it funny or
surprising (51l b i LA sl H 4
FHERIOTE, W R 45 R TE)

8 In this sentence, the first “present” is an adjective,
meaning “being there”; the second “present” is a
verb, meaning “show sth. in a particular way”.
e.g.I) The President was not present (adj.) at

the meeting.
II) We'll present (vt.) the information using
a chart.

9 A “stand-up comedian” refers to a comedian
who performs alone, standing and talking to
the audience (f ASIH A B A ; O

T ).

10 The informal expression “how come” is used to
ask why something has happened or been said,
especially when you are surprised by it (/4[]
5 WT2).

e.g.I) How come you didn’t come to the party?
II) How come David’s at home? Isn’t he
feeling well?

11 The expression “a note of sth.” means “a type of
feeling or quality when sb. speaks or does sth.
GEIESAT AR & RIS (%, FHAE)”

e.g.I) There was a note of anger in her voice.
II) He brought a note of realism into the
debate.

12 Literally, the expression “under our noses” means
“on a spot under the nose”. Figuratively, it means
“right in front of sb.; quite openly (24755 A1y
Ifi; /AJFHb)”. So the school teacher’s explanation
doesn’t clarify what she said at the beginning.

9
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Post-Reading

Reading Comprehension

1 The passage can be divided into five parts. Work in pairs to complete the topic of each part.

Paragraphs
Paras.1-3
Para. 4
Para. 5
Paras. 6-12
Para. 13

Topics
Humor is , but people’s sense of humor
Even have a sense of humor. The writer’s is a good
example.
The typical three parts of a joke: 1) ,2) ,3)
Different forms of humor: 1) , 2) , 3) ,
4) ,and double entendres.
Humor will even though some professional humorists think today’s
humor is not very or

2 Choose the best answer to each of the following questions.

1 When hearing the same joke,

10
Unit 1
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A all the listeners laugh

different people have different reactions

B
C most people regard it as the weather report
D

most listeners fall out of their chairs

A humorous person

A doesn’t have a joke for every occasion

B always pays attention to other people

C is not always funny

D is well-liked by other people

Blitzen took the slipper into the living room because

A she knew Grandma didn't like dogs
she didn't like Grandma

B
C she wanted to play a trick on Grandma
D

Grandma was a stranger

The word “typical” (Line 1, Para. 5) implies that

A most jokes or humorous stories have three parts

B every joke or humorous story has three parts

o
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C ajoke or humorous story that has three parts is a real one

D acommon joke or humorous story is the most recognizable

5 The sentence “The joke is no less funny because it is so often used” (Para. 7) means the joke
A becomes less funny because it is often used
B is not often used because it is not very funny
C is funny even if it is often used

D is often used because it is funny

6 In the story of the three elderly gentlemen, the punch line is
A “Let’s stop for a beer”
B “Is this Wembley?”
C “It's Thursday.”

D “Soaml’

7 The writer cites Ding Cong’s cartoons mainly to
A illustrate what “a play on words”is
B show Ding Cong is the greatest master of word play
C entertain the reader

D show how to use words in a cartoon

8 According to the writer, a pun is
A the least sophisticated form of humor
B too subtle to be understood by children
C difficult to understand because of the sophisticated language

D subtle but its simple forms are within children’s reach

9 The school teacher intends to mean that “the principal and | have decided
A not to kiss any more on the school playground
B that the pupils should stop kissing on the school playground
C to be kissed on the school playground

D not to see anyone kissing on the playground

10 We can conclude from the passage that the writer
A thinks humor has become vulgar
B values humor highly
C doesn't like some professional humorists

D thinks most humorists are not creative

3 Workin groups to discuss the following question.

Why do you think that some people will fall out of their chairs while the rest look as if the writer has just read
the weather report?

11
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Work in groups to analyze the following two jokes according to the three-part anatomy mentioned in

the passage. Present your analysis to the class and see if there’s another way of doing this.

JOKE 1

One day a visitor from the city came to a small rural area to drive around on the country roads, see how
the farms looked, and perhaps see how farmers earned a living. The city man saw a farmer in his yard, holding
a pig up in his hands, and lifting it so that the pig could eat apples from an apple tree. The city man said to
the farmer, “I see that your pig likes apples, but isn't that quite a waste of time?”

The farmer replied, “What’s time to a pig?”

JOKE 2

One absent-minded professor approached the edge of a wide river, and far across on the other side he
saw another absent-minded professor. The first man called out loudly, “Hello! How do | get to the other side of
the river?”

The second man on the far side of the river shouted back, “Hello! You are already on the other side of the

river”.

Do you agree with the following statement? Why or why not?
People will let you insult them if you make them laugh.

Examples:

—Laughter is the best medicine.

—People need laughter sometimes to get out of an embarrassing situation.
—Life will be boring without laughter.

—1I like laughter, but | don't want to be laughed at.

—Making fun of people sometimes leads to insults.

Vocabulary

1

12

Complete the following sentences with appropriate words. Change the form if necessary.

1 entertain entertaining entertainment entertainer

A | couldn’t put down the novel.

B The bride’s parents arranged for the at the reception.
C We a group of exchange students from Japan.

D John has wanted to be an ever since he was young.

2 recognize recognizable recognition

A Billis from the many movies he has appeared in.
B I the man who tried to mug (#f:%);)) me.
C The witness’ of David led to his arrest.
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3 tempt temptation tempting
A The display of fresh fruit looked
B Tom had to struggle against the to spend more money than he earned.

C Itriedto my co-worker to leave work early.

4 reason (n. &v.) reasonable reasoning (n.)
A The student thoughtfully before answering the question.
B My English teacher showed me why my was faulty.
C I'msure there’s a perfectly explanation for his absence.

D Let me give you one why the work of these researchers is so vital.

5 analyze analysis analytical analyst

A The lab technician the blood samples.

B The methods of the investigator revealed the identity of the murderer.
C The market was fired because he didn't foresee the drop in stock prices.
D The initial is more important than any subsequent examination.

6 value (n. &v.) valuable valuation

A Max learned a lesson from his costly mistake at work.
B The jewelry revealed my diamond to be a fake (Jf ;).
C John the companionship of his trusty dog.

D The show had poor entertainment for children.

7 humor humorous humorless humorist

A The book was written by the American Garrison Keillor.

B |have a good sense of and | like to use it to make people laugh.
C The story drew a roar of laughter from the crowd.

D She struggled through the difficult and article.

8 understand understanding misunderstand understandable

A It's that Mary was promoted because she works so hard.
B The two former enemies reached a(n) and shook hands.
C | your concern about the situation.

D | you because you didn’t speak loudly enough.

2 Work in pairs to translate the following phrases into English using the word “sense”.

Example: p% )5k a sense of humor

T SHLR 2 el
3 HU 4 ffbgk
5 TR 6 1F U
7 ZE Bk 8 ToHlk
9 JiTR 10 BKiH /&
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3 Complete the following passage with appropriate words from the box.
directly answer  entertained  mischief end contacted  selectively  followed
capacity  extent response sense individually ~ mutual successful
A couple had two little boys, 8 and 10 years of age, who were excessively mischievous.
The two were always getting into trouble and their parents could be certain that if any 1)
occurred in their town, their two young sons were involved in some 2) . The parents were at
their wit's 3) as to what to do about their sons’ behavior.
The parents heard that a clergyman in town had been 4) in disciplining children, so
they 5) him, and he agreed to give it his best shot (J& 4>} 2:1#). He asked to see the boys
6) , 5o the 8-year-old was sent to meet with him first. The clergyman sat the boy down and
asked him sternly, “Where is God?”
The boy made no 7) , so the clergyman repeated the question in an even sterner tone,
“Where is God?”
Again the boy made no attempt to 8) , so the clergyman raised his voice even more and
shook his finger in the boy’s face, “WHERE IS GOD?”
At that, the boy bolted from the room, ran 9) home, and slammed himself in his closet. His
older brother 10) him into the closet and said, “What happened?”
The younger brother replied, “We are in BIG trouble this time. God is missing and they think we did it!”
Translation

Complete the following sentences by translating the Chinese in brackets into English.

1

(& v i 26 11 2 1 5 119) for a four-year-old child.

2 (5 J5 e B 2t 2y A 5] 49), but he can't afford one.
3 Dave required a lot of time to study the (B TP FERT B E).
4 (FeELR IR M =13k TP E), and she explained the project to me again.
5 Photographic film is O AR BURR).
6 (H #E54f3) can be a great help, especially in the early days.
7 Jimmy cried when people (AT FE2E).
8 John won't give up. He (At P AR )
9 Ted always wants (R T £ 2.

10 Is it cheaper if (FRAHE AT L EE)?

14
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After-Class Read"ng 2 The appeal of Agatha Christie’s books, both in

Britain and abroad, is not hard to understand.
Each book is cleverly constructed. She uses
characters that are easily recognizable and her
plots develop almost like clockwork. But most
importantly, all her stories set a puzzle for the

reader.

3 Nearly all of Christie’s books start with a murder,
forcing the reader to ask the question, “whodunit?”,
and all of them end with a solution. The fun for
the reader is in following the clues hidden in the
story and trying to reach the correct solution
before the author reveals it. This formula appeals
to the strongest of human instincts—curiosity—
and its popularity shows no sign of going away”.

4 Many of the mysteries are solved by one of the
Christie’s regular investigators, like the very
confident Belgian, Hercule Poirot, or the apparently
harmless little old lady, Miss Marple. She also
created a special setting for her stories which has
become as familiar as some of her characters. It
is England between the two World Wars, where
close-knit communities live in quiet villages or rich
city folk assemble for weekends at grand country
houses.

5 This world is ruled by a rigid social hierarchy.
The owners of the country houses, probably
members of the aristocracy, are at the top,

Fatal Attracti o n1 then there are the professional classes: doctors,

lawyers and businessmen. At the bottom are the

common people, who normally appear in the
books as servants, cooks and gardeners. When

a murder is committed, there’s no shortage of

1 The “Queen” of British murder mystery writing

is, without doubt, Agatha Christie. Although suspects to be investigated.

the writer herself died over 20 years ago, her 6 Agatha Christie’s world is not quite a real world,
“whodunit” novels continue to sell in huge which is one of the reasons why her books have
numbers. They have been translated into more not become dated. This is a world which is safe
than 100 languages and they have sold over two and predictable until a murder shatters people’s
billion copies. lives. The crime must be solved so that the

15
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murderer can be arrested, but also, so that calm

3
can be restored.

During most of Agatha Christie’s life, England
had the death penalty for murder. So, once the
crime in her books is solved and the murderer
identified, that is the end for him or her. There
are no loose ends and the reader can sleep

peacefully in his or her bed.

In the real world, of course, things don't happen
quite like that. Criminals go unpunished,
people are wrongly convicted and there are
miscarriages of justice. In short, the real world
is not a safe place. It is for this reason that so
many readers like to bury their heads in* an
old-fashioned detective story with a safe and

predictable ending.

The kind of whodunit Agatha Christie wrote
is certainly old-fashioned. Few contemporary
crime writers are producing this kind of book.
The modern crime novel is more morally
and psychologically complex, often adding to
“whodunit?” another question: “whydunit™”.
Modern writers are more interested in under-
standing the criminal’s mind and what drives
a person to kill. They explore a world of crime
that is much darker than anything imagined by
Agatha Christie. Instead of being comforting,
most contemporary crime novels unsettle their

readers.

But Britain’s affection for what the Americans

call the “cosy” school of crime fiction has

16
Unit 1
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not died.® Murder is still considered to be
entertainment and the television schedules
are full of detective dramas which end with a

murderer safely under arrest.

Another sign of how popular whodunits have
become are “Murder Mystery Weekends”, offered
by hotels.” Guests take on the characters of
classic whodunit suspects and spend a weekend
trying to find out who among them is the
“murderer”. Or there are murder dinner parties,
at which groups of friends get together to solve
a crime over the dinner table, using specially
prepared information about their character and
their whereabouts. If murder with your meal
doesn’t appeal, there is a range of popular board
games8 and computer games to test your powers

of detection.

But for some people it can become an obsession.
Letters still are sent to “221B Baker Street,
London””, home of Sherlock Holmes, perhaps
the most famous fictional detective of all, asking
for his help in solving a variety of mysteries.
So many letters arrive for the great detective,
that the company which now occupies that
address employs someone with the special job of

answering them.

So long as human beings remain curious, there
seems no doubt that the whodunit, in all its
various forms, will continue to exert its fatal

attraction.

(776 words)

2012-8-15 15:38:5(‘
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r,']roper Names

Agatha Christie /'eg6o 'kristi/ [ijybe o FHTH
(1890-1976 , [ it/ M RIVES, ikl
FIN MR PRIE S, EEAERA /N <Je BB 5>
PARJRIA i fas» 5F)

Belgian /'beldzon/ HFi i A

Hercule Poirot /'ha:kjul pwor'ou/ #f/RugHe 4%
(Frhnbe sg B RN NP R EAAZ —)

Miss Marple /'mazpl/ Z35/R/NH (BT hve
#RIMER NI EAAZ )

SO AT

Sherlock Holmes /'[3:lok 'hovlmz/ Ey% 5T $&5/5% B
Br (EEMER R SR 8RS RPN
(RESYNAY!

mew Words

A aristocracy /@r1'stokrosi/ 7. a class of people in
some countries who have a high social rank and

special titles such as “duke” or “countess” #77%

I) Daughters of rich merchants would often marry
into the aristocracy.

IT) The nation’s elite send their children to boarding
schools in the tradition of the British aristocracy.

assemble /o'sembl/
v. (cause people or things to) come together; collect

RG, RE,; Wk

I) When the fire alarm rang we (were) assembled
outside the emergency exit.

IT) Over the years we have assembled a huge
collection of old books.

vt. build sth. by putting all its parts together 44

gy

I) The shelves are sold in kits (fiZ#5¢{}) and you
have to assemble them yourself.

II) The aircraft will continue to be assembled in
France.

# clockwork /'’klok,w3s:k/ n. mechanism with wheels
and springs, like that of a clock % 436 &

o

I) The tape was driven either by an electric or
clockwork motor.

II) Quartz-crystal-based watches are both cheaper
and more accurate than those driven by
clockwork.

convict

vt. [ken'vikt/ prove or officially announce that sb. is

guilty of a crime after a trial jiFH] (=H]) - FoE

I) The defendant was convicted of murder.

IT) He has twice been convicted of robbery.

n. I'konvikt/ sb. who has been proved to be guilty of

a crime and sent to prison [N(

I) The convict was serving a 20-year sentence.

II) There was a report on the news about an
escaped convict.

* cosy /'kovzi/ adj. (AmE cozy)

1) comfortable and warm i3 BE47F1E 1

I) They were beginning to miss the cosy flat in St.
John’s Wood.

IT) Wall lights and table lamps give a cosy feel to
this carefully planned room.

2) pleasant and friendly 344 4719

I) Construction companies tend to have a cosy
relationship with the government.

IT) My mood this year is for a cosy, nice and
thoroughly wholesome (525 fg 5 1#%) Christmas.

dated /'dertid/ adj. clearly belonging to a former

time; old-fashioned itifry); =

I) That dress looks a bit dated now.

II) It was a good film when it came out, but it
looks rather dated now.

detection /dr'tekfn/ n. the process of detecting sb.

or sth. %4, 55

I) Other studies have been concerned with the
early detection of diabetes (ji i) by looking
at the slightest eye problems.

II) The crime detection rate in the area is particularly
low.

drama /'draimo/ n.
1) a play for the theater, television, radio, etc. %

i, FEALR

I) He knew nothing about Greek drama.

17
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II) The drama was so depressing that the whole
audience was crying.

2) areal situation which is exciting or unusual 3§
JEIPESE ()

I) Sue related the drama of getting lost in the
foreign city.

ITI) We had a little drama last night when the oil in
the pan caught fire.

fiction /'fik[n/ n. stories and novels about imaginary

people and events /[N

I) Diana is a writer of historical fiction.

II) Happy marriage may be more common in
fiction than in real life.

fictional /'fik[nal/ adj. of or relating to fiction;

imaginary /N RERIT

I) The names of the shops are entirely fictional.

II) The writer based his fictional characters on the
four sisters living next door to him.

gardener /'ga:dna/ n. sb. whose job is to work in
gardens [i& |, FEZ T A

Five gardeners were hired to take care of the palace
garden.

* hierarchy /'haroraiki/ 7. a system for organizing

people according to their status in a society,

organization, or other group %52 #i &

I) She is high up in the management hierarchy.

II) There is a hierarchy in the classification of all
living creatures.

# loose ends n. parts of sth. that have not been

completed or properly done JR52 )% (fif) HIHH

I) There are some annoying loose ends in the
plot.

IT) It’s a good report, but there are still a few loose
ends to be tied up.

miscarriage /'miskerids/ n. (~ of justice) a situation

in which sb. is wrongly punished by a court of law

for sth. they did not do "Ry | 153

I) The Supreme Court should set aside Mr. Banker’s
execution to prevent a miscarriage of justice.

II) I can imagine no greater miscarriage of justice
than the execution of an innocent man.

18
Unit 1

morally /'morali/ adv. according to moral principles

about what is right and wrong & | & Y |

I) What you did wasn’t illegal, but it was morally
wrong.

IT) For a teacher to hit a child is not just morally
wrong, but also illegal.

A obsession /ob'sefn/ n. an unreasonably strong

and continuous interest in sth., or worry about sth.

HEE, R, WPEARAEE

I) She would try to forget her obsession with
Christopher.

II) Gambling became an obsession, and he eventually
lost everything.

penalty /'penlti/ n. a punishment imposed for

breaking a law, rule or contract Jjj§7 | &5, 4b§H

I) One of those arrested could face the death
penalty.

II) The charge carries a maximum penalty of 10
years’ imprisonment.

predictable /prr'diktebl/ adj. happening in the way

you would expect R HUEH, AT [

I) The outcome of these experiments is not always
entirely predictable.

1) He asked whether this was predictable from
previous performances.

psychologically /saiko'lodzikli/ adv. concerned

with a person’s mind and thoughts .05

I) Psychologically it’s a good idea to praise a child
for their efforts.

II) She is a woman who is economically and
psychologically independent.

shortage /'[o:tid3/ . a situation in which there is not

enough of sth. that people need 45fik, =, A8

I) Due to the shortage of funds, the library closed.

II) There’s no shortage of ideas when it comes to
improving the education of children.

* unsettle /an'setl/ vt. make sb. feel upset or

nervous ff A%, HLAL
I) The sudden changes unsettled Judy.

II) She was still recovering from the accident, so
he avoided any subjects which might unsettle
her.

W IE. indd 18 E ;
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A whereabouts /'wearabauts/ n. the place or area

where sb. or sth. is 17}5; /i

I) She did not say where she was going, and nobody
knows her whereabouts.

IT) Once he knew his father’s name, finding his
whereabouts proved surprisingly easy.

# whodunit /hu:'dantt/ n. (informal) (for “who

done it”) a book, film, etc. about a murder, in which

you do not find out who did the murder until the

end /NI (HIEE)

I)  We all know the answer to this whodunit.

IT) The book is one of those whodunits where you
don’t find out who the murderer is till the very
end.

wrongly /ropli/ adv. incorrectly or in a way that is

not based on facts i, 45H

I) Matthew was wrongly diagnosed as having a
brain tumor.

ITI) They interviewed several people wrongly
convicted of crimes.

rﬂhrases and Expressions

end with have sth. as the last part Lf------ ot

I) The festival ended with fireworks.

IT) His statement ended with the words: “Pray for
me”.

in short wused when you want to give the main

point of sth. fjiE >, M2

I) In short, the report says that more money
should be spent on education.

II) Inflation is down, spending is up. In short, the
economy is in good shape.

like clockwork with perfect regularity and

precision; smoothly #45 MUAEPERIERGFE R, R

I) Our bus service has been improved recently
and the buses now run like clockwork.

II) The Queen’s holiday is arranged to go like
clockwork, everything pre-planned to the minute.

take on begin to have a particular quality, appearance,
ete. £ G , B HgH

o

I) These insects can take on the color of their
surroundings.

IT) His writing took on a feverish intensity when
he was diagnosed with cancer.

under arrest kept by the police ##fi, 7E4#
I) A drug dealer who controlled a gang of 16

people was under arrest last night.
IT) The detectives approached the man and placed
him under arrest.

without doubt used to emphasize an opinion #f

S (T SRR AR

I) He is without doubt someone who has reached
the very top in his profession.

1) Without doubt this was the most important
relationship I developed at college.

1 The word “fatal” in the title means “with very
serious negative effects (B ; SMENE)”.
Since it also means “resulting in sb’s death” and
all Agatha Christie’s detective stories involve
deaths, we can appreciate the writer’s good
choice of the word here. The word “attraction”
means “the action or power of attracting (13|

71, GRS

2 The phrase “go away” here means “disappear or
fade (253)".

3 In this sentence the word “solve” means “find
a solution to, an explanation of, or a way of
dealing with sth.”, and the word “calm” is a
noun meaning “peace”.

4 Here “bury one’s head in sth.” means “focus
one’s attention on sth. and ignore what is going
on around (#:LF)”. An idiomatic expression
“bury one’s head in the sand” means “ignore an
unpleasant situation and hope it will stop if you
do not think about it (YeErEIsE, SREGE ZEE)”.

5 The word “whydunit” (for “why done it”) is
built imitating the word “whodunit” meaning
“a book or a film that appeals to people who

19
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are interested in understanding why a crime is 7 XRG4, FiEE Murder Mystery
Weekends, are Ji: Zz7)jiq], another sign 3215
JETE ) of + how 5| 551K M A &4 another
sign 4 K[ offered by hotels & it %434
1, &4 Murder Mystery Weekends.

committed, in other words, the motives for a
crime (LA BRI AR IR SHLA FE 08 A A0 SR 5L
/N ak B E)”.

6 Here “affection for (sb. or sth.)” means “a
warm gentle feeling of caring for or loving (sb. 8
or sth.) (%  #%)”, and the word “school”
means “a group of people that share an opinion
or way of thinking about sth. (*2Jk, iJR)”.

e.g. Let a hundred flowers blossom and a
hundred schools of thought contend (74

FH, EHERP).

Comprehension and Vocabulary

board games: i %k

9 In “221B Baker Street, London”, the letter “B”
after the number “221” indicates that the house
numbered 221 consists of more than one flat
and Flat B is where Sherlock Holmes lives.

1 Complete the following table with the information you get from the passage.

What Makes Agatha Christie’s Books Appealing?

Agatha Christie’s Formula Why Are Her Books Appealing?
All her books start with a 1) , | The fun for the reader is in following the
Plot forcing the reader to ask the question, | 3) hidden in the story and trying
o
“whodunit?” and all of them end with a | to 4) before the
2) writer reveals it.
The very 5) Belgian, Hercule
Characters | Poirot, the apparently 6) The characters are easily recognizable.
little old lady, Miss Marple.
It is 7) between the two
World Wars, where close-knit communities | The world she creates is 9)
Setting live in quiet 8) or rich city , which is one of the reasons why
folk assemble for weekends at grand | her books have not become 10)
country houses.
Once the crime in her books is solved | But the real world is not a 13)
and the murderer 11) , that | place. It is for this reason that so many readers
Ending is the end for him or her. There are no | like to 14) in an old-fashioned
12) and the reader can | detective story with a safe and predictable
sleep peacefully in his or her bed. ending.
20
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2 Read the sentences carefully and choose the one that is closest in meaning to the sentence quoted from

the passage.

1 The“Queen” of British murder mystery writing is, without doubt, Agatha Christie. (Para. 7)
A Agatha Christie was the Queen when murder mystery novels were most popular in Britain.
B Agatha Christie is the most popular writer of murder stories in Britain.
C Agatha Christie is a famous character in British murder stories.

2 This world is ruled by a rigid social hierarchy. (Para. 5)
A The characters in the story have strictly defined social status and duties.
B There is always a kingdom in a murder story, with kings and queens.
C Inamurder story people from different social ranks never talk to each other.

3 When a murder is committed, there’s no shortage of suspects to be investigated. (Para. 5)
A When investigating a murder case, there are not enough policemen.
B Inamurder case, there are quite a few people who seem likely to be the murderer.

C Usually there are hardly any suspects involved in a murder case.

4 (So, once the crime in her books is solved and the murderer identified,) that is the end for him or her. (Para. 7)
A ...the story ends right there.
B ..anew story begins.
C ...the murderer will be executed.

5 But for some people it can become an obsession. (Para. 12)
A Some people are just crazy about detective stories and refuse to read anything else.
B Helping police to solve murder cases becomes a profession of some people.
C Some people become so involved with murder stories that they can’t focus on anything else.

3 Complete the following sentences with the proper form of the words given. Pay attention to the part of
speech of the word you use.

1 popular
A Vitamin Cis believed to prevent colds.
B | was jealous of the football player’s in school.
C The scientist refuted (4% /%) the misconceptions about nuclear power.
2 curious
A Just out of , | wonder how much this apartment costs.
B I'm about this book she’s supposed to be writing.
C She watched as | opened the box.
3 mystery
A The identity of the dead body remained a
B lreceiveda package in the mail.
C lalways look in the section of the bookstore.

21
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familiar

A Jane was hired because of her with computers.

B |can't speak German fluently, but I'm somewhat with the language.
C Read the handbook to yourself with our company policies.

predict

A The weather forecaster’s were generally accurate.

B Interest rates are a good of housing sales.

C Itis difficult to what the long-term effects of the accident will be.

profession

A Jane was satisfied with her chosen

B Bob wanted the wiring in his house to be perfect, so he hired a electrician.
C Most health agree that smoking is harmful.

vary

A The electronics department had a wide of radios.

B The editor had problems with the journalist’s article.

C My work schedule depending on what time of the year it is.

detect

A A device for smoke is essential for every home.

B The specialized in missing-person cases.

C The bird the worm in the grass and dove down to get it.

Key to After-Class Reading
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PN rurther Development

1 Vocabulary Review

Read the following sentences carefully and choose the one in which the italicized word or phrase has the

same meaning as in the sentence quoted from the passages in the book as well as the online course.

1 A truly funny person has a joke for every occasion, and when one is told, that triggers an entire string of
jokes from that person’s memory bank.
A He pulled the trigger, the gun went off and | was hit in the chest.
B His theory held that political events in one place would trigger similar events in another.
C There are fears that the incident may act as a trigger for further violence in the capital.

2 A truly funny person has a joke for every occasion, and when one is told, that triggers an entire string of
jokes from that person’s memory bank.
A The manager interviewed a string of would-be employees.
B Steve needed some new strings for his guitar.
C The postal clerk tied my package with string.

3 This formula appeals to the strongest of human instincts—curiosity—and its popularity shows no sign of
going away.
A [f this pain doesn't go away soon, | will go mad.
B I'm tired of your constant complaint, go away and leave me in peace.

C Are you going away this summer?

4 Modern writers are more interested in understanding the criminal’s mind and what drives a person to kill.
A [learned to drive when | was 17.
B The dog had driven the sheep into one corner of the field.

C It was hunger that drove them to steal the bread.

5 But Britain’s affection for what the Americans call the “cosy” school of crime fiction has not died.
A After two years of medical school, | thought | knew everything.
B Her work has been greatly influenced by the Impressionist school of painting.

C It takes a lot of patience to school a dog.

6 ..there is a range of popular board games and computer games to test your powers of detection.
A In the nursing home she will have to pay for room and board.
B I'll check the departure board for train times.

C He walked over to the window and stared down at the chess board.

7 | saw a television commercial in which two guys began tossing cans of frozen orange juice back and forth
in a juggling pattern.
A This property is suitable for domestic or commercial use.
B She ended up doing commercials, which ironically revived her acting career.

C lused to like their music, but they’ve become very commercial.

23
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8 Even though | dropped a lot of balls at first, | was amazed how easily | caught on.
A She dropped the tray with a crash.
B He dropped his voice and glanced round at the door.

C The proposal was dropped after opposition from civil liberties groups.

9 | bought a set of juggling clubs, and my parents bought me a set of juggling rings.
A I'vejust joined the local tennis club.
B I still have four clubs and two hearts in my hand.
C A man broke into her house and threatened to beat her with a club.

10 Two days before Christmas, as people streamed into the auditorium, there | was, juggling on a small stage
at one side of the hall.
A There was bright sunlight streaming through the windows.
B She came in, rain streaming from her clothes and hair.

C Red Cross officials estimate that 20,000 refugees streamed into the city last week.

2 Competing for Tourists

You are the manager of a recreation center and are competing with other recreation centers in order to
attract groups of foreign tourists on a regular basis. The tourists are young couples with or without a
child. They would spend about one week at your center. Describe the facilities available that make your
center particularly attractive and the activities you can arrange for the tourists. Work in groups to design
a fun-packed week at your recreation center.

Examples:

—tours to places of interest

—tours to local schools, market, community centers

—arts tours

—discovering food fun

—classes of Chinese calligraphy (437;), medicine and acupuncture (4} %)
—childcare

—medical center

—sports facilities

3 Trying to Be the Most Entertaining Group

Work in groups to prepare something that will entertain or amuse your classmates, for example: a joke,
riddle, song, magic trick, mime (FER), skit (78FE%5 &), etc. Present what your group has prepared for the
class. Then vote for the most entertaining group.

Example:

A Magic Trick
The Magnetic Knife —A common table knife magnetically clings to your hands!
REQUIREMENTS: One table knife

A magician should be able to perform magic anywhere he goes! This one is good for the dinner table.

Interweave your fingers as in Picture 1, but don’t pick up the knife yet. When you interweave your fingers,
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secretly leave the middle finger of one hand loose (Picture 2). If you arrange your fingers right, no one will be
able to tell one finger is loose when looking at your hands from the other side!

Now, pick up a knife from the table by secretly placing it behind the finger as shown, but hold your
thumbs as though they were keeping the knife in place.

Slowly, with a look of great concentration, release your grip on the knife with your thumbs. It will seem
as if the knife is magnetically attached to your palms! After a few moments, drop the knife, and allow the knife
and your hands to be examined. It’s magic!

4 Week-Long Holiday Project

With the coming week-long holiday, the College Student Union is offering grants up to 2,000 yuan for
students’ participation in any feasible projects that will use their academic knowledge and bring certain
kinds of profit. Students are encouraged to apply for the grants in groups of five. Discuss with your group
members about your plan and come up with a written application letter which should include at least:
1) name of your project; 2) people involved and their responsibilities; 3) project target; 4) research
methods and steps; 5) budget; 6) further actions.

5 Racking Your Brains
Work in pairs to solve the following riddles.

1 What animal carries two hills on its back?
2 What goes up but never comes down?
3 What gets wet as it dries?
4 Abird am | and a male*

On my head there is a crown,

With many coins on my tail.
5 The longer it stands, the lower it grows.
6 What's the best way to catch a fish?

*Note:

The normal order of the line is “I am a bird and a male.”
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PAR [ Translation and Writing

1 Knowing About Translation
il K Ay iy PR (1) —HE

JIEEIV G, A FE R MBS FNERTF B RIS, AIMEE 2R KA RERAAT T2
Al T ZREE OGRS MPOREES, SRRy, giionah, UEARZ. HILIE
AL PRBE A B AR SCE S, A EEEEERTY

1. FFKABHPFH!
TR BB, B REE e RS . BIERS, LA AT B BT

L1 g
PRI, TSI B, ELEING A TROER | RETAL. FRUA). AR
I A, IR TR, ARRIE A R 22 IR 36 R A IR RS AR 52

L2 EFRE
AP SRR A AR B, FFRIEDUR AR R, AR T FSOEA, MESCHTRE, #ifRiE I
B . AT In-Class Reading w44 14
1) Even when young (1), Blitzen would tease Grandma (2) by very selectively carrying one of her
bedroom slippers into the living room (3) where Grandma sat in her favorite, comfortable chair (4).
It A] 324 /% Blitzen would tease Grandma, £5—#54> Even when young J& 3= 4] i I [A1R3E, 45 =%
43 by very selectively carrying one of her bedroom slippers into the living room &7 R0RiE, 45935
where Grandma sat in her favorite, comfortable chair /2 EiE M f], &4fi living room, X P3040 3 i IGE
papilb
(1) BIEAE /N
(2) AR SR IMEEE
(3) ATt R = A — R B
(4) HMEEAAE I # I AR A7 R 7 b
WX P FR ARG, FEIRDUE AR R FE G R , A RN -
AR R RIEAEAR N BRI 5 A TR ME R o 24 SIME BR A A Jia 25 B A fpe 2 R R IR oK &7 0 i e 1~ I, AR
TR SCE A b R 2 B — AR B fE % .
2) Whether these stories are cartoons or jokes, told by a slapstick comedian or a cross-talking team (1),
they appeal to people everywhere as funny stories (2) because they have a note of reality to them,
and the unexpected punch line is quite funny (3).
ARy 3 4] 2 they appeal to people everywhere as funny stories, % —3#54> Whether these stories are
cartoons or jokes, told by a slapstick comedian or a cross-talking team il #RiEM ], 4 =39E HPINIF

SIS AR TE M ] o 3X =R B A2 «
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(1) TCV Ik S i = 0 T R, Y RS P B D00, S R A P L 7 98 B

(2) VeSS, SO I A

(3) FABA IS AE, T HH A ARLE A ROR A0 TE 20 B

HIRDURINFRIE ST B = N BTG, & GITRIALE, AR

R TIE fgul_zca@ﬁ J B RS A SR 1, ISR R RO U, EOA A BRI A R
%o MIEZRXLABYE, FOVENEMSL AR, FEE I NRRI R B+ A 8.

LGB TR IA R SR BB VR A% RN ) B 3 5C R AR, EIE P ADOE A E], AR 7T DA%
WRIFSOE e, XAk Bl

1) As I got better, I began to add tricks, tossing the balls so that one went over the top of the others, or
under the others, or I bounced one off my head or elbow and still kept the pattern going.
W RS RERAGR, BTN EAERE : BRI — D BRI 2 AR BRAY_BT7, B0E HARBRAY N7, 8iE 3K
DB Sk EEE N b, kS ORI Bk

2) Then five years later, when I was 21, my mother called me aside one day during the Christmas
season and said, “Dan, how would you like to juggle for the Salvation Army dinner this year?”
TAEZIE, B3 21 B, FEEUET Iﬂ B —R, BRI —idi: “FF, RIERELS SR ZE
CEEHN— 1 #IR) AR SRR

2.2 HpiFk
FLCTTEAATERUE A A LA B B s Eal R, BRIy fIRES DURRY R I B0A —, BIF
TORBIY, XA ES . Hln:
3) Or there are murder dinner parties, at which groups of friends get together to solve a crime over the
dinner table, using specially prepared information about their character and their whereabouts.
BE A PORBEMRE” . —RENACRAE &, WRIRIETS L [ TR I A5G T A RS AT B HY
LR HER o
4) Forty-five minutes later I ended the performance with my final word of advice to the children: “If
you want to succeed, at juggling or anything else, you have to keep trying. You can do it. Just never
give up.”
45 e LlE, WG T Z AR, DAL TY H BEAGE: NIRRT, MR TR
1, R AUAWTISS . URATREME], FURIGEHABETE .

2.3 PRk
ERLEBAR A TR T BT 0, PR s AE DGR AT, FOMR . Bilan:
1) As one who has enjoyed humor since I first recognized it, I’'ve made an attempt to explain and
discuss humor with students in such diverse cultures as Latin America and China.
B UCEIRBI R A A, BAEER LT B T BIE A2 AR IS A TR B BOX ME . X2
EAESUEZERARR, ARERT M, ARAEHE.
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2) First is the SETUP (or setting), next is the BODY (or story line), and these are followed by the
PUNCH LINE (an unexpected or surprise ending) which will make the joke funny if it contains
some humor.

F—E s (RIS , BEOREETES (HIsEEET) |, B 2m e Sl BiE (—1
HNERES NF G R) o WRESRIES A —ERMBR 1S, X RIEERR AR,
3) I like the somewhat mild story of a school teacher and a principal of a high school who are

concerned because some boys and girls have been seen kissing on the school playground.

FEHABN KT — (LA A BT N WA B AR At BRSO AT . IR K

2.4 HHW%
FRFTRE SR 2 MR 2l 45 IRDUB AT SO BOR IFOC A AT B AL G ORI T ik . XM IE X &
BAFAN R RZR AR fin:
1) Letters still are sent to “221B Baker Street, London”, home of Sherlock Holmes, perhaps the most
famous fictional detective of all, asking for his help in solving a variety of mysteries.
Jir /NG B A A B TR VPR B e SRUREES, iR e ileE221B 57 o BUEM AT
PRAFRIAREL, BESRAH AR AR 5 R A R SR
2) On my first job as sports editor for the Montpelier (Ohio) Leader Enterprise, I didn’t get a lot of fan
mail, so I was intrigued by a letter that was dropped on my desk one morning.
VEAE Hifl, BARPAEDRIR (BB B <ok 3> TE. B RRDBEIE TR IR
Ht, — KERBAER R ER—ERET R 7RI L.

2 Translation Practice
Translate the following paragraphs into Chinese.

This elderly, unmarried English lady was between 65 and 70 years of age when she made her first
appearance in The Murder at the Vicarage in 1930. She appeared in 12 novels and 20 short stories over a
period of 41 years—making her quite elderly by her last case!

In appearance, Miss Marple is a tall, thin woman with a pink, wrinkled face, pale blue eyes and snowy
white hair which she wears piled upon her head in an old-fashioned manner. Her harmless appearance,
meandering conversation' and ever-present knitting needles often mislead people into underestimating her
as simply a “dithering® old maid”. Those who really know her recognize that she is a sharp observer of human
nature with “an uncanny’ talent of being always right”.

Despite a lifetime spent in the seemingly dull St. Mary Mead, Miss Marple is quite worldly in her
recognition and acceptance that evil is all around us. As she often points out, her village and its environs
provide examples of every character trait and evil in human nature that can be found in big cities. Thus, her
method of detection consists in finding parallels between life and people in St. Mary Mead and happenings
in the outside world.

Notes:

1 meandering conversation: [ %
2 dither: keep being unable to make a final decision about sth. 5%

3 uncanny: very strange and difficult to explain % A4 AT EILAY
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3 Writing
Write a composition on either of the following topics.

1 My Favorite Pastime

2 How People Spend Their Leisure Time

Words and expressions you may use

relaxation entertainment illusion definitely limited appeal to
professional entertaining laughter in advance require alternative
popularity attraction universal take one’s mind away
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