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Weakness

Strength

Current Level

Target Students First-year English majors from an application-oriented university

 CSE 4

Basic listening skills

Speaking, critical thinking & 

intercultural competence

 Teaching Context





• M a k e  a  s p e e c h  a b o u t 
embracing the unknown by 
g i v i n g  s t o r i e s  o f  W a n g 
Y a p i ng ,  L i u  C i x i n ,  a n d 
Zheng He as examples

• Organize listening notes
• Pronounce stressed words in 
sentences accurately 

Language

01 02 03

• Question claims 
• Communicate with team 
members effectively 

• Identify and articulate 
cultural similarities 

Skills

• Respect other cultures, and 
strengthen the awareness of 
mutual  learning among 
civilizations 

• Strengthen the awareness 
of  a  communi ty  wi th  a 
shared future for mankind

• Boost cultural confidence

Values

 Teaching Objectives



Production-Oriented Approach

Assessing

T S C A : 
O r a l 
Production

Motivating

Oral Task

Enabling

Listening 
Activities

 Teaching Methodology



Scenario

Topi
c

Purpose

Identity

Setting

Embrace the unknown
Topic

Representatives of China 
Identity

Youth Power (a real formal program)
Setting

To show the world the Chinese spirit 
of exploration as well as the Chinese 
culture embodied in the stories of 
Wang Yaping, Liu Cixin & Zheng He

Purpose

 Teaching Procedures: Motivating



Oral 
Task

“Youth Power” is a new media program with Generation Z at home 
and abroad as the main participants and audience in order to build a 
new platform for Generation Z to communicate globally. 
Now you and your two partners have been invited to attend “Youth 
Power” and give a keynote speech on “Embrace the Unknown”.

You have decided to tell stories about Wang Yaping, Liu Cixin and 
Zheng He to present how Chinese astronauts, science fiction 
writers and explorers embraced the unknown. The purpose is to 
show the world the Chinese spirit of exploration and the Chinese 
culture embodied in these stories. Please work in groups and 
videotape your speeches and then upload the video to U Campus. 
.

 Teaching Procedures: Motivating

Youth Power, a real new media program 
which organizes worldwide Generation Z 
to voice their opinions on global issues.



Production-Oriented Approach

Assessing

T S C A : 
O r a l 
Production

Motivating

Oral Task

Enabling

Listening 
Activities

 Teaching Procedures: Enabling

Astronaut: 
Wang Yaping

Sci-Fi writer: 
Liu Cixin

Explorer: 
Zheng He



Production-Oriented Approach

Assessing

T S C A : 
O r a l 
Production

Motivating

Oral Task

Enabling

Listening 
Activities

 Teaching Procedures: Assessing
 Category  Scoring Criteria Total 

Points  Score

Organization

(20 points)

presented with a clear structure 10  
connected the main points logically 10  

Content

(45 points)

provided enough information about and major 
achievements of the three persons 10  
provided accurate interpretation of the Chinese 
culture embodied in the stories 10  
provided no less than two traditional cultural 
concepts embodied in the stories 10  
explained Chinese culture well so that foreigners 
can understand without difficulty  10  

ended with personal opinions 5  

Language

(25 points)

spoke clearly, fluently, and appropriately 10  
pronounced stressed words in sentences 
accurately 5  

used expressions learned accurately 10

Delivery

 (10 points)

maintained good eye contact with the audience 
and used appropriated body language 5  

managed time effectively (12-15 mins) 5  

Score Total Points 100  





Production-Oriented Approach

 Demo: Story of Zheng He

Astronaut: 
Wang Yaping

Sci-Fi writer: 
Liu Cixin

Explorer: 
Zheng He

Motivating

Oral Task

Enabling

Listening 
Activities

Assessing

T S C A : 
O r a l 
Production



 Demo: Story of Zheng He

Explorer: 
Zheng He

A Featured Part



 Core Concept of Over to You

Language 
Competence

Moral 
Education

Critical 
Thinking 

Competence

Intercultural 
Competence



• Make a speech about the story of Zheng He and 
the Chinese culture embodied in the story

• Organize listening notesLanguage

Skills

Values

 Demo Teaching Objectives

• Question claims 
• Communicate with team members effectively 

• Get familiar with the Chinese cultural concepts 
“harmony without uniformity” & “amity and good 
neighborliness” and strengthen the awareness of 
mutual learning among civilizations

• Boost cultural confidence

Language

Critical 
thinking

Intercultural 
competence



Content

Enabling Focus 

alignment

gradualness variety
POA



Mind Map A

Mind Map B

Mind Map C

Mind Map D

Mind Map E

Before class During class After class



Before Class：

Five Mind Maps:

A
B

Based on the story 
of Zheng He in the 
TEXTBOOK

Based on one story in 
STUDENTS’ first 

production

Teacher: Students:



During Class：

Five Mind Maps:

A

C

B

D

To discover the problem in their speeches

Lack of cultural evidence

Chinese cultural concepts
(Speeches by President Xi Jinping)

More cultural details
(Supplementary video)

Based on one story in 
STUDENTS’ first 

production
Based on the story 
of Zheng He in the 
TEXTBOOK



Five Mind Maps:

After Class：



Five Mind Maps:

E The final version

A

C

B

D

To discover the problem in their speeches

Lack of cultural evidence

Chinese cultural concepts
(Speeches by President Xi Jinping)

More cultural details
(Supplementary video)

Based on one story in 
STUDENTS’ first 

production
Based on the story 
of Zheng He in the 
TEXTBOOK



2
3

Language 
competence

organize 
listening notes 

& make a 
speech about 

Zheng He

Critical 
thinking 

competence

question 
claims

Intercultura
l 

competence

understand 
two cultural 
concepts & 

boost cultural 
confidence

 Core Concept of Over to You  Demo



Highlight: Teaching Materials

Selected

Revised Supplemented



Highlight: Teaching Materials

Motivating stage

Assessing stage

Enabling stage

Selected

Revised Supplemented



Motivating stage

Highlight: Teaching Materials

Motivating stage

Assessing stage

Enabling stage
Project (P116)   

POA’s principles:
1. authentic communication 

2. cognitive challenge 
3. appropriate productive objectives

Representing China gives 
Ss a sense of mission.

Revised



Highlight: Teaching Materials

Motivating stage

Enabling stage

Assessing stage

Enabling stage



Enabling stage

Before class
Selected



Enabling stage

Before class

T o  h e l p  S s  l e a r n  a n d 
a p p l y  t h e  s k i l l  t o  a 
supplementary mind-map 
drawing task

Selected



02
Speeches by President Xi

at the UNESCO Headquarters

at the Conference on Dialogue 
of Asian Civilizations
at a seminar on the work of 
neighborhood diplomacy

Enabling stage

Before class During class

B 

01
A video about Zheng He

Mind map

Supplementary materials

Critical thinking skill  

Selected

Supplemented



Enabling stage

Before class During class After class

Meet  the People’s 
Expectation for a Better 
Life

Xi’s Speech
A Better Future for Asia 
and the World

Xi’s Speech

Video

Video VideoSpeeches  Videos

Supplemented



Highlight: Teaching Materials

Assessing stage

Motivating stage

Enabling stage

Assessing stage

Rubrics for TSCA

Revised
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Demo Class



Review Pre-class Assignments Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 3 Activity 4 Activity 5

Explorer: 
Zheng He



Discover Problems in the 1st Production Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 3 Activity 4 Activity 5

A

B

Informative

Based on one story in students’ speeches

Based on the story in the textbook

Which mind map is better, A or B?



Think Critically: Question Claims Activity 4 Activity 5Activity 3Activity 1 Activity 2

Has the speaker  in the textbook provided enough evidence 
to suppor t the claim that Zheng He’s sea journeys were 

car r ied out for  political, cultural and business purposes?



Think Critically: Question Claims Activity 4 Activity 5Activity 3Activity 1 Activity 2



Think Critically: Question Claims Activity 4 Activity 5Activity 3Activity 1 Activity 2



How did Zheng He fulfill the cultural 
purpose of his voyages?

Think Critically: Question Claims Activity 4 Activity 5Activity 3Activity 1 Activity 2



Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 5Activity 3 Activity 4Explore the Video for Cultural Evidence



Explore the Video for Cultural Evidence Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 5Activity 3 Activity 4

Match the expressions with the pictures.

Task 1



pirate

plough porcelain

husbandry lacquerware

Explore the Video for Cultural Evidence Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 5Activity 3 Activity 4

Vocabulary Meaning

1 plough [plaʊ] When someone ploughs an area of land, 
they turn over the soil using a plough.

2 porcelain 
[ˈpɔːsəlɪn] 

Porcelain is a hard, shiny substance made 
by heating clay. It is used to make 
delicate cups, plates, and ornaments.

3 husbandry 
[ˈhʌzbəndri] 

Husbandry is the raising of farm animals 
and plants.

4 lacquerware 
[ˈlækəˌweə] 

Lacquerware are decorative objects made 
from wood or metal with shiny surfaces.

5 pirate [ˈpaɪrət] Pirates are sailors who attack other ships 
and steal property from them.



Explore the Video for Cultural Evidence Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 5Activity 3 Activity 4

Watch the video clip and fill in the blanks.

Task 2



Things
done

• helped locals ___________ and ____________;
• taught them techniques in _______________, farming (___________ 

fields with cattle, ______________) , animal ___________ and cooking 
skills;

• some even _________ local women and ____________ in Java;

Things 
exchanged __________, silk, lacquerware and other goods

Significance 
achieved

• promoted ________ and __________ exchanges between China and 
other countries;

• set a milestone in the development of ancient ___________________.

Explore the Video for Cultural Evidence Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 5Activity 3 Activity 4

Watch the video clip and fill in the 
blanks.

Task 2



Explore the Video for Cultural Evidence Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 5Activity 3 Activity 4

Task 2 Watch the video clip and fill in the 
blanks.



Things
done

• helped locals ___________ and ____________;
• taught them techniques in _______________, farming (___________ 

fields with cattle, ______________) , animal ___________ and cooking 
skills;

• some even _________ local women and ____________ in Java;

Things 
exchanged __________, silk, lacquerware and other goods

Significance 
achieved

• promoted ________ and __________ exchanges between China and 
other countries;

• set a milestone in the development of ancient ___________________.

Explore the Video for Cultural Evidence Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 5Activity 3 Activity 4

build walls repel pirates
ship-building ploughing

rice planting husbandry

married settled down 

porcelain

cultural economic

Maritime Silk Road

Task 2 Watch the video clip and fill in the 
blanks.



Explore the Video for Cultural Evidence Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 5Activity 3 Activity 4

Update Mind Map B by adding the 
above details about Zheng He’s voyages. 

Task 3



Explore the Video for Cultural Evidence Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 5Activity 3 Activity 4

B

Update Mind Map B Task 3



Explore the Video for Cultural Evidence Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 5Activity 3 Activity 4

Update Mind Map B Task 3C



Explore the Video for Cultural Evidence Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 5Activity 3 Activity 4

CCan Mind Map C provide all the information 
we need to make the required speech?

Scenario:
Now you and your two partners have been invited to attend “Youth Power” and give a 
keynote speech on “Embrace the Unknown”. You have decided to tell stories about Wang 
Yaping, Liu Cixin and Zheng He to present how Chinese astronauts, science fiction writers 
and explorers embraced the unknown. The purpose is to show the world the Chinese spirit 
of exploration as well as the Chinese culture embodied in these stories. 

Task 3

Which part is missing in Mind Map C?

the Chinese culture embodied in these stories.of exploration as well as

What is the Chinese culture embodied 
in the story of Zheng He?



Understand Chinese Cultural Concepts Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 3 Activity 4 Activity 5

Work in pairs and summarize Zheng He’s 
attitude to cultural exchange.



Understand Chinese Cultural Concepts Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 3 Activity 4 Activity 5

 Invasion
 Plunder
 Respect
 Friendly communication

Work in pairs and summarize Zheng He’s attitude to cultural exchange.



Understand Chinese Cultural Concepts Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 3 Activity 4 Activity 5

Harmony without Uniformity

Amity and Good Neighbourliness

To be benevolent and friendly towards neighbouring countries is 
fundamental policy a country should pursue. 
(from Zuo’s Commentary on The Spring and Autumn Annals)
亲仁善邻，国之宝也。（《左传·隐公六年》）

 Invasion
 Plunder
 Respect
 Friendly communication

A man of virtue pursues harmony but does not seek uniformity; 
a petty man seeks uniformity but does not pursue harmony. 
 (from The Analects) 
君子和而不同，小人同而不和。（《论语·子路》）

Understand and interpret the Chinese cultural concepts.



Understand Chinese Cultural Concepts Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 3 Activity 4 Activity 5

Harmony without Uniformity

Amity and Good Neighbourliness

To be benevolent and friendly towards neighbouring countries is 
fundamental policy a country should pursue. 
(from Zuo’s Commentary on The Spring and Autumn Annals)
亲仁善邻，国之宝也。（《左传·隐公六年》）

A man of virtue pursues harmony but does not seek uniformity; 
a petty man seeks uniformity but does not pursue harmony. 
 (from The Analects) 
君子和而不同，小人同而不和。（《论语·子路》）

Countries should respect 
and be friendly to each 
other and jointly foster a 
friendly and stable 
environment.

Allowing different 
things to complement 
and supplement each 
other will create a 
harmonious whole full 
of vitality and creativity.

Understand and interpret the Chinese cultural concepts.



Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 3 Activity 4 Activity 5Understand Chinese Cultural Concepts

Exchanges and Mutual Learning Make Civilizations Richer and More Colourful 
at the UNESCO Headquarters

During the early 15th century, Zheng He, a famous navigator of the Ming Dynasty 
(1368-1644), made seven expeditions to the Western Seas, reaching many Southeast 
Asian countries and even Kenya on the eastern coast of Africa, leaving behind many 
stories of friendly exchanges between China and countries along the route.

Harmony without Uniformity

Understand and interpret the Chinese cultural concepts.



Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 3 Activity 4 Activity 5Understand Chinese Cultural Concepts

Create an Asian Community of Shared Future Through Mutual Learning
at the Conference on Dialogue Asian Civilizations

Harmony without Uniformity

Understand and interpret the Chinese cultural concepts.



Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 3 Activity 4 Activity 5Understand Chinese Cultural Concepts

Martin Albrow
British sociologist

The idea of building a human community with 
a shared future was to update the age-old 
Chinese idea of harmony without uniformity, 
between cultures, including all people.

Xi's vision on shared future of humanity an ‘outstanding’ theoretical 
achievement, British sociologist

from China Daily, 29th October, 2022

Understand and interpret the Chinese cultural concepts.



Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 3 Activity 4 Activity 5Understand Chinese Cultural Concepts

Diplomacy with Neighbouring Countries Characterized by Friendship, Sincerity, Reciprocity and Inclusiveness
at a seminar on the work of neighbourhood diplomacy 

Amity and Good Neighbourliness

Understand and interpret the Chinese cultural concepts.



Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 3 Activity 4 Activity 5Understand Chinese Cultural Concepts

Speeches by President Xi

at the UNESCO Headquarters

at the Conference on Dialogue 
of Asian Civilizations

at a seminar on the work of 
neighborhood diplomacy

Exchanges and Mutual Learning Make Civilizations Richer and More Colourful 
at the UNESCO Headquarters

Create an Asian Community of Shared Future Through Mutual Learning
at the Conference on Dialogue Asian Civilizations

Diplomacy with Neighbouring Countries Characterized by Friendship, Sincerity, Reciprocity and Inclusiveness
at a seminar on the work of neighbourhood diplomacy 

Harmony without Uniformity

Amity and Good Neighbourliness

Understand and interpret the Chinese cultural concepts.



Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 3 Activity 4 Activity 5Understand Chinese Cultural Concepts

Work in groups and draw a mind map to 
organize the above information about 
those two Chinese cultural concepts.



Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 3 Activity 4 Activity 5Understand Chinese Cultural Concepts

Organize Chinese Cultural Concepts



Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 3 Activity 4 Activity 5Understand Chinese Cultural Concepts

Update Mind Map C 
by adding Chinese cultural concepts. 



Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 3 Activity 4 Activity 5Understand Chinese Cultural Concepts

CD
Update Mind Map C



Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 3 Activity 4 Activity 5Understand Chinese Cultural Concepts
B

CD



Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 3 Activity 4 Activity 5Understand Chinese Cultural Concepts
Scenario:
Now you and your two partners have been invited to attend “Youth Power” and give a 
keynote speech on “Embrace the Unknown”. You have decided to tell stories about Wang 
Yaping, Liu Cixin and Zheng He to present how Chinese astronauts, science fiction writers 
and explorers embraced the unknown. The purpose is to show the world the Chinese spirit 
of exploration as well as the Chinese culture embodied in these stories. 

D



After-class Assignments

 Activity 1: Read the speeches (Meet the People’s Expectation for a Better Life 
and A Better Future for Asia and the World) by President Xi Jinping and share 
your thoughts on class forum.  

 Activity 2: Watch the supplementary video about Columbus and finish the 
exercise on U Campus.

 Activity 3: Watch the supplementary video about Columbus and Zheng He and 
voice your opinion about their different attitudes towards other cultures and 
countries on class forum. 

 Activity 4: Group work: Watch the supplementary video clip about Zheng He. 
Try to extract more details to enrich Mind Map D, the mind-map drawn in class 
and then make a speech according to the updated mind-map. Please upload the 
final version of your mind map (Mind Map E) and the recording to U Campus. 
Your speech will be assessed according to the following rubrics.



After-class Assignments




