
UNIT
EXPLORING

PRODUCING READING MORE
Viewing Reading

1 Autonomy 
on wheels  
p2

Video: Features of connected vehicles 
p4

Academic listening skill: Listening for 
the main points of an academic talk p5

Text: “Self-driving” cars begin to emerge 
from a cloud of hype p6

Academic reading skill: Skimming an 
academic article p11

Write an illustration essay: Benefits and challenges 
of autonomous vehicles p12

Academic writing skill: Writing an illustration essay  
p12

Reading 1: From sci-fi to reality: Autonomous 
driving in China p14

Reading 2: Paving the road for autonomous 
vehicles p16

2 Pathways to 
wellness 
p18

Video: The black dog – Depression p20

Academic listening skill: Identifying 
the problem-solution pattern of 
academic speech p21

Text: Beyond the limits: Advancements 
in research to extend human lifespan p22

Academic reading skill: Creating an 
outline for academic reading p27

Write a report: Healthy lifestyle guide p28

Academic writing skill: Writing a report p28

Reading 1: Treasure of health and wellness – 
Traditional Chinese medicine p30

Reading 2: Unlocking the mystery of depression p32

3 Evolving 
intelligence 
p34

Video: Future of machine intelligence 
p36

Academic listening skill: Listening for 
the interviewee’s viewpoints p37

Text: China – The emerging pioneer in AI 
p38

Academic reading skill: Understanding 
cause-and-effect relationships p43

Conduct a debate: Whether or not AI will be a 
threat to humanity p44

Academic speaking skill: Conducting a debate p44

Reading 1: AI – Not a bang but a whimper p46

Reading 2: Bracing for AI’s work revolution p48

4 Echoes of 
cultural legacy
p50

Video: Museums meeting modernity 
p52

Academic listening skill: Taking 
effective notes p53

Text: Bridging traditions in modern 
China p54

Academic reading skill: Identifying 
evidence p59

Make a presentation: Promoting awareness of 
cultural heritage p60

Academic speaking skill: Making an effective 
presentation p60

Reading 1: Heritage at sea p62

Reading 2: Intangible treasures – China’s cultural 
legacy p64

5 Odyssey 
beyond earth
p66

Video: China’s lunar dream p68

Academic listening skill: Listening for 
chronological order p69

Text: How space exploration is fueling 
the Fourth Industrial Revolution p70

Academic reading skill: Annotating a 
text p75

Write a project proposal: A pathway to enhancing 
life on earth p76

Academic writing skill: Writing a project proposal 
p76

Reading 1: Navigating the space junk jungle p78

Reading 2: Mysteries and myths of dark matter p80 

6 Feeding the 
future
p82  

Video: China’s road to grain security 
p84

Academic listening skill: Listening for 
key figures and trends p85

Text: Seeds of change – Cultivating 
global food security p86

Academic reading skill: Inductive and 
deductive reasoning p91

Write a problem-solution essay: Sustainable 
solutions to the food crisis p92

Academic writing skill: Writing a problem-solution 
essay p92

Reading 1: The future of feeding the world p94

Reading 2: The Edible Prairie Project – Baskets of 
hope for Wyoming p96

Glossary p98
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