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It (Chinese modernization) is the modernization of a huge population ... It
is the modernization of common prosperity for all ... It is the modernization
of material and cultural-ethical advancement ... It is the modernization
of harmony between humanity and nature ... It is the modernization of
peaceful development.

Xi Jinping, report to the 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China

T

China has a population of over 1.4 biIIion, exceeding the total population of all existing developed
countries, making its modernization an endeavor of enormous scale.

Since 1949, China’s illiteracy rate has dropped from 80% to 2.7%, and the average life expectancy has
increased from 35 years to 78.6 years.

China’s energy intensity, measured as the amount of energy consumed per unit of GDP, decreased
by 26.4% between 2013 and 2023. China has become one of the countries with the fastest energy
intensity reduction.

China has incorporated the principle of pursuing a path of peaceful development in its constitution.




Scenario

To promote understanding of modernization and encourage dialogue among university
students, a “Youth discuss modernization” forum will be held in Shanghai. Participants
from around the globe are invited to submit an essay titled “My modernization story” to
share their perspectives on modernization and its impact on daily life. As a representative
of your university, how would you write a compelling essay that effectively captures the
unique features of Chinese modernization?

Learning objectives\

After completing this unit, you will be able to:

o analyze the five features of Chinese modernization;

» describe China’s modernization efforts and achievements;

» explain the key factors behind the evolution of the “Made in Germany” label;

» employ varied data presentation methods and past-present comparisons to enhance
intercultural understanding.
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~ New words

loop /lu:p/ n. 3i%k
transit /'trensit/ v. &3 ; 4%
solemn /'splom/ a. XBEH)

mileage /'mailidz/ n. (—EXEES%k
B BKE

contractor /kon'treekto/ n. &K B E; 7K
(ak=]

1 How would you describe Chinese transportation infrastructure, such as
highways, railways, and airports? Support your answers with your recent
travel experiences or observations. Work in pairs and share your thoughts
with your partner.

(_ Viewing and understanding )

Scan the code. Watch the video and complete the following activities.

2 Check (V) the information mentioned in the video.

S
More than 90 percent of the line is over 3,000 meters above sea level.

_ Since it was put into operation, local specialties from Nyingchi attracted
Lhasa-Nyingchi more inflows of visitors to the region.

Railway

[ | 3 Itislocated around the southern rim of the world’s second-largest
g v shifting desert.

GUEIUUERELER [ ] 4 It marks the completion of the world’s first desert rail loop line.

Railway )
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Builders overcame many difficulties to complete this project, such as dry
weather and altitude sickness.

LEY CCIEN]

It is surrounded by mountains on three sides.
Airport

It is China’s first airport in collapsible desert areas.

Since it came into operation, passengers in southern Xinjiang can reach

Alaer Tarim
Airport

Urumgi in northern Xinjiang on the same day.

-
Conclusion

[ ] 9 China’s comprehensive transportation network construction focused on strengthening

underdeveloped areas in the western regions.

[ ] 10 From 2012 to 2021, China constructed new railways and highways with a total length
equivalent to circling the Earth’s equator 27.5 times.

Intercultural communication skill

Using varied data presentation methods to bridge cultural gaps

Data is a powerful tool for intercultural
communication. It transcends language

barriers, simplifying complex topics for easier
understanding. Moreover, it builds trust by
providing evidence to support arguments,
making messages more persuasive and credible.
The video combines different data presentation
methods, enabling the audience unfamiliar

with regions like Xizang and Xinjiang to better
understand and be convinced of the information
presented.

Precise numbers, such as “a closed loop of the
2,712-kilometer Xinjiang railway,” build credibility
through factual accuracy. However, not all data

need to be presented as exact figures, as overly

precise numbers can sometimes overwhelm the
audience and detract from the main message.

Approximate figures, such as “peaks of up to
6,000 meters” or “increased by about 1.1 million
kilometers,” can help the audience grasp the scale
of projects without getting lost in details.

Furthermore, creative comparisons can make
complex data more relatable and memorable,
such as equating the mileage of China’s railway
and highway expansion from 2012 to 2021 to “27.5
laps around the Earth’s equator.”

Scan the code and learn more about
the skill on Ucampus. 0l

3 Work in groups. Identify the data presented in the video and retell the story of China’s

infrastructure miracle.

4 Unit 1
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Reading

The video highlights the rapid modernization of major infrastructure projects in China’s
remote regions, showcasing efforts to narrow regional disparities. China’s modernization
brings about broader changes, including not only improvements in infrastructure but also
changes in cultural and social domains. Read the following text to explore the evolving
Spring Festival celebrations, gaining a deeper insight into shifts in daily life and traditions
across the nation.

ﬂ Log on to Ucampus for interactive learning.
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Understanding China

! For Chinese families, the Spring Festival is the crown jewel of the cultural
calendar. We've listened, wide-eyed, to our mothers’ tales of epic journeys
home on packed trains and to our fathers’ stories of bustling markets and
steamy kitchens preparing feasts. Even our grandparents have shared their
recollections of firecrackers going off through the night along with bursts of
laughter. However, as China has raced along its path of modernization, this
beloved celebration has witnessed a sea change. The festival, once primarily a
time for family get-togethers, has more recently transformed into a vibrant mix

of experiences, blending traditions with the advances of the 21st century.

2 One of the Spring Festival’s cherished themes, the joyful reunion of families,
draws relatives who journey from far and near to be back home again. In the
old days, getting home could be a real hassle. People faced long lines for tickets,

cobbled together train and bus

trips, and ended up walking a great

deal, too.

> Today, that landscape has been
redrawn with the bold strokes of
progress. China’s high-speed rail
network, already covering over
48,000 kilometers and connecting
96 percent of mid-sized cities, has
revolutionized travel, shrinking

vast distances into mere hours.

Air travel, once a luxury, has now
become commonplace, with over 260 airports operating 13,000 domestic flights
daily. For those who prefer wheels to wings, car travel has become increasingly
popular, thanks to China’s well-maintained highway network (the world’s largest

at over 5 million kilometers), which weaves through bustling metropolises and
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tranquil rural areas alike, offering convenient access to hometowns across the
country. Perhaps most striking is the quiet revolution in ticket purchasing. The
image of bundled-up masses waiting in the cold has been replaced by the glow of
smartphone screens, as millions now secure their passage home with a few

taps, making the journey as warm as the reunion itself.

As technology reshapes travel, it also unveils a wealth of options for Spring
Festival celebrations, catering to every individual’s unique preference. Festive
markets still thrive, providing a sensory feast for those who enjoy traditional
shopping. Yet, alongside this familiar scene, a new world of convenience has
emerged. With just a few taps on a phone screen, holiday preparations can now
take care of themselves. E-commerce giants have rolled out “non-stop shopping”
campaigns, transforming the pre-festival rush into a leisurely scroll through
digital aisles. Courier companies, harnessing digitalization, automation, and
unmanned technology, ensure that orders arrive in the blink of an eye. Picture
this: Delicious beef and mutton from Ningxia’s sun-drenched pastures journey
over 1,000 kilometers across China to dinner tables in coastal cities, all within

24 hours.

The reunion dinner, too, has adapted to modern life’s diverse rhythms and
tastes. For those who find comfort in home-cooked meals, the kitchen remains
a sanctuary where aromatic memories are lovingly created. For those short
of time or wanting to try something new, there are ever-increasing options
to order in or dine out, offering a rich
array of experiences while still allowing
families to spend quality time together.
Even the tradition of giving red envelopes
has gone digital. Now, friends of all ages
exchange virtual red envelopes, adding a

fresh spin to the holiday fun.

The path to modernization 7




¢ Modern lifestyles have also redefined Spring Festival entertainment. Instead of

tirecrackers, drone shows light up the night sky, keeping the festive spirit while

cutting down on pollution. As modernization boosts disposable incomes, the

festival’s reach expands beyond the home. More and more families now embark
on cultural adventures, losing themselves in the
magical glow of lantern shows in Zigong, breathing
in the scents of flower markets in Guangzhou, or
joining the joyous excitement of Beijing’s temple
fairs. For the more adventurous, the world has
opened up. Skiing in the snow-covered Alps or
strolling through Singapore’s Gardens by the Bay

- A P has become increasingly popular overseas travel

: Drone show during the 2025 Spring Festival in Chongqing

options in recent years, as Chinese tourists seek new

ways to celebrate the holiday.

7 Meanwhile, China’s silver screens dazzle like never before. During the 2025 Spring
Festival holidays, box office numbers soared past 9.5 billion yuan, crowning China
as the global film market champion. From heartwarming family dramas to pulse-

pounding action films, there’s a Chinese story for every taste.

8 The evolution of the Spring Festival mirrors China’s breathtaking journey
of modernization, reflecting a society that has traded hardship for comfort,
scarcity for abundance, and simplicity for sophistication. Yet, amid this wave of
transformation, the festival’s heart beats steadily to an ancient rhythm, which is

the resolute hope for a year filled with prosperity, health, and joy.

8 Unit 1
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= (_ Reading and understanding )

1 Read the text and complete the overview of the Spring Festival changes.

Past

Present

7

N

Primarily a time for
family get-togethers

A

7

N

The festival has become 1)

combining traditions with 21st-century advances.

4

T

Long lines for train
tickets and tedious
journeys

Pre-festive rush in
markets followed

by home-cooked

reunion dinner

Firecrackers

4

« Millions now purchase their tickets on their
smartphones with 2)

» The high-speed rail network has shrunk vast
distances into 3)

« Air travel has become commonplace.
« Car travel has become increasingly popular.

 People enjoy 5) through digital

aisles for their festive shopping, with fast delivery
services.

« More options for the reunion dinner have
emerged.

« Friends engage in exchanges of
6)

« Drone shows preserve the festive spirit while
cutting down on 8)

» People seek new ways to celebrate the holiday,
such as embarking on 9) and

watching movies.

The transformation of the Spring Festival mirrors China’s 10)

The path to modernization 9




Understanding China

2 What are the driving factors behind the changes in the Spring Festival? Match the sentences

outlining the changes in the text with their corresponding driving factors. Note that a single

change may be influenced by more than one factor.

Air travel, once a luxury, has now become commonplace, with
é Technology over 260 airports operating 13,000 domestic flights daily.
advancement -
With just a few taps on a phone screen, holiday preparations
é Disposable é can now take care of themselves. )
income increase
g é Instead of firecrackers, drone shows light up the night sky,
Infrastructure ) keeping the festive spirit while cutting down on pollution.
é development
: More and more families now embark on cultural adventures,
Environmental h losing themselves in the magical glow of lantern shows in
consciousness Zigong, breathing in the scents of flower markets in Guangzhou,
or joining the joyous excitement of Beijing's temple fairs.
J

Despite these changes, certain traditions of the Spring Festival have remained unchanged.

Identify these traditions and provide specific examples from the text that illustrate them.

Intercultural communication skill

Comparing past and present situations effectively
conveys progress and development to the
international audience. This approach resonates
universally, as change is a fundamental human
experience, and people are naturally sensitive to
changes in their lives.

In this text, China’s modernization journey

is vividly portrayed through past-present
comparisons of the Spring Festival, a cultural
symbol familiar to readers from different
backgrounds. By analyzing aspects such as
improved transportation experiences, expanded
choices for holiday shopping and reunion dinners,
and evolved forms of entertainment, the text
provides a tangible sense of transformation. These

comparisons allow the international audience

10 Unit 1

lllustrating progress through past-present comparisons

to grasp and appreciate the scale of China’s
modernization.

Moreover, such comparisons highlight enduring
cultural elements, demonstrating how certain
values persist despite changes. While modern
celebrations showcase remarkable advancements,
the festival’s core values and people’s aspirations
for prosperity and happiness remain unchanged.
By balancing change and continuity, past-present
comparisons create a comprehensive and
relatable narrative of development, making the
story of China’s progress accessible and engaging
to a global audience.

Scan the code and learn more about
the skill on Ucampus. &




3 Work in groups and share a striking change in your personal life. Connect
the change to a broader aspect of Chinese modernization, and compare your
past and present experiences to help others understand China’s development
journey.

(_ Language in focus )

1 Replace the underlined words with the correct form of the words given below.

abundance allure commonplace metropolis

resolute rhythm shrink unveil

1 The quick pace of modern city life has transformed how people work, socialize,
and spend their time.

2 The charm of the vibrant city lies in its diverse cultures and endless
opportunities for adventure and exploration.

3 The government remains determined in its pursuit of sustainable development,
investing heavily in environmental protection.

4 High-speed train travel has become so usual that few people choose long-
distance buses nowadays.

5 As technology advances, the digital divide between urban and rural areas is
continually narrowing.

6 Over the past few years, tech companies have revealed groundbreaking
innovations that are altering how citizens interact with their environment.

7 Job opportunities in the service sector have become plentiful as modern
lifestyles reshape consumer demands.

8 Many big cities in China are balancing rapid development with preservation of

cultural heritage and green spaces.

2 Complete the sentences by translating the Chinese into English.

1 B2 P N E A SR A T R i),

and they are transforming traditional learning approaches.

2 What once took days of paperwork can now

(G 13 BRI 55 10 PR - sl B 18] 56 0).

The path to modernization
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3 (#9223 R S B Sl &) to upgrade

their traditional urban management models.

4 (BB AT B /D 77K L) while
improving crop yields.
5 Many high-emission cars (B E B BN

%) as more people opt for environmentally sustainable transportation solutions.

6 Most citizens who initially resisted mobile payments

(e AT T A ).

3 Translate the paragraph into English.

Hh B 28 AT TR A 18t R T R R L AR o i BRI 8 AN J R A T B
IEBE 28, W7 R 555 DR IR 55 Y 2 A F R R INAR T R Al i T o Bt 22 4
PRI, Ja BT SRS AR AL BN, AR T i e e r AR B O 2
RHEC BT RSOt i 15, A B A e B T RS REAith, oo TSR T
— PRERI B E JBYER . (sea change, high-speed rail network, e-commerce, courier,

disposable income )

-

LRI 2

® Critical thinking

Work in groups and discuss the questions. Then share your ideas in class.

1 Based on the quote presented at the beginning of the unit, identify the features of Chinese modernization
that are highlighted in the video and the text. Can you also give examples of other features of Chinese
modernization that are not covered?

2 The features of Chinese modernization are determined by the unique context of Chinese society. Based on
your understanding, what are some of the distinct characteristics of Chinese society that have shaped its

modernization?
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Log on to Ucampus for interactive learning.

I
) In Understanding China, we explored the

success stories of Chinese modernization.
While paths to modernization may share
similarities, each country’s journey is
uniquely shaped by its distinct contexts.
Now, we will shift our focus to Germany'’s
modernization, highlighting the efforts that
turned “Made in Germany” into a globally
recognized symbol of excellence.

The journey of

‘Made in (lormanvy’

innovation? These are common associations today, according to a recent global survey.
However, its beginning was far from illustrious. Introduced by the British government
in 1887, this label originally emerged as a regulatory measure to distinguish authentic
British-made products from potentially counterfeit goods of uncertain quality originating
from Germany. Its transformation from a mark of inferiority to a badge of honor is a

fascinating journey of resilience and innovation that underscores Germany’s remarkable

post-war recovery and modernization.

S

When you think of “Made in Germany,” do you think of quality, reliability, and

The path to modernization
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Exploring the world

2 The story of this transformation began

in the aftermath of World War II, when

Workers polishin

Germany lay in ruins and its economy
POSt-WWII Germ

9 bearing Hnerin
any
was in a shambles. The introduction of

the Deutsche Mark and the removal of
price controls in 1948 in the Federal Republic of Germany (FRG)
sparked a new era of stability. These measures set the stage for the emergence of the “social
market economy,” which combined free-market capitalism with regulatory oversight to
achieve both economic efficiency and social equity. Post-war policies improved labor
rights and welfare — things like fair pay, better working conditions, and job security, which
weren’'t common before the war, and boosted morale and productivity. Many German
industries grabbed the bull by the horns, using this newfound stability and improved
morale to transition successfully from wartime production to peacetime manufacturing,

thus driving the economic recovery.

3 This resurgence is particularly evident in the automotive sector. Employees who had been
tasked with the tough job of manufacturing war vehicles redirected their efforts toward
creating new car models renowned for their exceptional design and engineering. For
instance, during a time when snowplows and winter tires were not yet common, German-
made cars demonstrated impressive capabilities in handling icy roads with ease. By 1958,
just a decade after the economic reforms were implemented, millions of German cars
had been manufactured and sold, marking a significant milestone in post-war industrial
success. This achievement stands as a testament to Germany’s economic modernization,
the resilience of its people in rebuilding their nation, and the transformation of the “Made

in Germany” label into a symbol of engineering excellence.

+ Building on this newfound stability, the FRG’s integration into European economic

structures further accelerated its modernization, enhancing the global prominence of

W

the “Made in Germany” label. As the European country with the most neighboring
states, Germany has been a steadfast advocate of European integration since the mid-
20th century. Being a founding member of the European Coal and Steel Community in :

1951 and the European Economic Community in 1957 opened up new markets and made

14 Unit 1
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trading easier. The removal of trade barriers and the establishment of common economic
policies provided German industries with unprecedented access to a broader market,

thus boosting their influence and popularity.

A prime example of this success is the rapid expansion of German infrastructure
construction companies into international markets. Despite having only a fraction of their
assets remaining after World War II, these companies soon bounced back and extended
their operations globally. Known for their critical contributions to infrastructure projects
within Germany, these firms also played pivotal roles in building up telecommunications
networks, electrifying railways, and constructing power plants across Europe. Their
efforts not only helped Germany recover from its wartime past but also solidified the
“Made in Germany” label as a symbol of quality and reliability. The blend of economic
integration and industrial revival marked Germany’s emergence as a powerhouse
within Europe, making the “Made in Germany” label synonymous with reliability and

widespread acclaim.

As Germany’s modernization progressed, the “Made in Germany” label evolved beyond
representing exceptional quality to embody cutting-edge innovation. This transformation
was propelled by Germany’s substantial investments in education and research. The
German education system, renowned for its emphasis on vocational training and
apprenticeships, continues to yield a highly skilled workforce essential for the country’s
advanced industries. Institutions such as the Max Planck Society and the Fraunhofer
Society have emerged as globally acclaimed hubs of research excellence, boasting

numerous Nobel Prize laureates.

e
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Exploring the world

7 Moreover, government policies supporting research and development have
cultivated a vibrant culture of innovation. Germany’s leadership in this field
is reflected in its impressive rate of patent applications per million inhabitants,
which is among the highest in the world. From transformative inventions like the
MP3 format to significant advancements in LED technology, Germany continues

to set new benchmarks for innovation, profoundly impacting daily lives.

¢ From its humble beginnings as a mark for counterfeit goods, “Made in
Germany” has become a symbol of excellence, epitomizing the country’s
extraordinary journey of modernization. This evolution is an ode to Germany’s
strategic policy-making, strong international cooperation, and commitment to
innovation. Today, the label is a trusted mark of quality, reliability, and cutting-
edge technology, embodying the resilience of a nation that turned adversity into

an opportunity for tremendous growth and development.

~— Notes

Introduced as the official currency of the FRG in 1948, the Deutsche

Mark marked the beginning of the post-war German economic miracle.
Its introduction helped stabilize the economy by controlling inflation
and boosting confidence, which in turn led to rapid industrial growth
and economic recovery. It remained in use until the adoption of the
euro in 2002.

Price controls, initiated in 1936 under the Nazi regime, aimed to combat inflation and allocate resources for militarization.
This system set maximum prices on essential goods but resulted in significant shortages and the emergence of black
markets. Price controls were largely eliminated in June 1948.

After the Second World War, Germany was divided into two separate states, the FRG and the German Democratic Republic
(GDR), which were reunified in 1990. The measures described in the text were primarily implemented by the FRG.
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(_ Reading and understanding )

1 Modernization has transformed “Made in Germany” from a label once
associated with inferiority to one that signifies quality, reliability, and cutting-
edge technology. Complete the summary of the key factors contributing to
this transformation.

~
J

(0 ]TE1114Y

+ The transformation of “Made in Germany” into a symbol of quality is attributed
to Germany'’s post-World War Il economic recovery and the implementation
of the 1) “ " which combined free-market capitalism with

regulatory oversight.

- This environment fostered improved labor rights, fair wages, and better
working conditions, which boosted 2)

. J
e B
Reliability
- Germany’s integration into 3) , such as the European Coal and
Steel Community, opened new markets and facilitated trade with neighboring

countries.
- German 4) played crucial roles in developing projects both

within Germany and across Europe, such as telecom networks, railways, and
power plants.

- Economic integration and industrial revival made the “Made in Germany” label

synonymous with reliability and 5)

. J
e B
Cutting-edge technology

- Germany’s substantial investments in 6) led to the “Made in

Germany” label embodying cutting-edge innovation.

- Germany's 7) and apprenticeships play a crucial role in

producing a highly skilled workforce that supports the country’s advanced
industries.

- Supportive policies for research and development have cultivated
8)

The path to modernization 17




Exploring the world

2 Decide whether each statement is true (T) or false (F). Then correct the false

statements.

(11

(]2

The “Made in Germany” label was originally introduced by the German
government to promote their products.

When German economy regained stability, policies promoting labor rights
and social welfare played a positive role in fostering productivity.

The German car industry is a typical example of the transition from war-
related production to peacetime manufacturing.

Thanks to the European integration policies, German infrastructure
construction companies not only expanded their business but also helped the
country restore its reputation.

Institutions such as the Max Planck Society and the Fraunhofer Society have
emerged as globally acclaimed hubs of vocational training.

Germany’s innovation leadership is reflected in its annual total of patents,

which is among the highest in the world.

(C Language in focus )

Scan the code for language exercises to practice words, expressions, Elgﬁllil
and sentence structures in this section. =7

;@; Roundtable discussion

Identify and analyze the main similarities and differences between the modernization efforts of
China and Germany, drawing on materials both from this unit and your own research. To facilitate a

comprehensive discussion, consider the following perspectives:

- Historical background: Examine the unique historical contexts of both countries, including the features

and challenges faced by each.

+ Methods of modernization: Analyze the common and distinct methods employed by each country,

such as infrastructure development, technological advancement, cultural shifts, and environmental

considerations.

¢ Outcomes of modernization: Reflect on the outcomes of their modernization efforts. For example,

consider the impact of each country’s modernization on both its people and the world.

18 Unit 1
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Communicating with the world

Project: Writing an expository essay
on Chinese modernization

This unit explored remarkable modernization stories from China and beyond,

showcasing how these changes have enriched lives and transformed nations. In

Understanding China, we examined inspiring stories of Chinese modernization,

including infrastructure breakthroughs in western China and the evolution of the

Spring Festival. In Exploring the world, we investigated how policy shifts and

innovation modernized post-war Germany, reshaping the “Made in Germany”

label. Now, it's your turn to write a compelling essay that highlights China’s

extraordinary modernization achievements.

Writing skill

Writing an expository essay

An expository essay aims to explain, describe, or
inform readers about a specific topic in a clear and
objective manner. A well-structured expository
essay typically includes three main parts: an
introduction that presents the main topic and
thesis statement, body paragraphs that explore
key aspects of the subject, and a conclusion that
synthesizes the main points.

To make your essay engaging rather than merely
informative, start with a captivating hook to
capture readers’ attention. This could be an
intriguing fact, a compelling anecdote, a relevant
quote, or eye-catching data.

In body paragraphs, begin with strong topic
sentences and support them with concrete
descriptions that help readers visualize
achievements. Enhance readability by

incorporating meaningful comparisons, such as

contrasting past and present developments, or by
using metaphors that make complex ideas more
accessible. When developing your essay, structure
the body around three or four key aspects of your
chosen topic, ensuring each paragraph explores

a distinct element while maintaining logical
connections between them for a cohesive flow.

When concluding, go beyond simply summarizing
key points by drawing connections to broader
themes or future implications to leave a lasting
impression on your readers. By combining clear
structure with engaging presentation, you can
create an expository essay that both informs and
captivates your readers.

Scan the code and get more
guidance on Ucampus. Eil‘a'l'
L

The path to modernization
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Step

Decide on
your topic

Finding a topic that truly resonates with you is an important first step
in crafting a compelling essay. Here are several tips to guide your topic
selection:

» Reflect on personal experiences: Consider your own experiences or observations
related to Chinese modernization, particularly the changes you have witnessed.

¢ Selecta specific focus: Identify a specific aspect of modernization that resonates
with you personally, such as advancements in technology, improvements in
infrastructure, or transformations in the education system.

¢ Conductin-depth research: Dive deeper into your chosen aspect by researching

online to gather detailed information, including data and expert analyses.

Step

Structure your
essay

\—

Organizing your essay in a clear and logical structure is crucial for effectively
presenting China’s modernization achievements. Here are some key
elements to include in your essay:

¢ Introduction of your chosen modernization aspect

- Topic introduction: Begin by introducing your selected aspect of China’s
modernization in an engaging way that draws readers in.

- Thesis statement: Establish how your chosen topic connects to China’s
modernization, setting the stage for discussing its impact and significance.

* Analysis of modernization achievements

- Impact on daily lives: Describe the tangible effects of your chosen
modernization aspect on people’s daily lives. Use varied data presentation
methods, specific and vivid examples, as well as meaningful past-present
comparisons to create a convincing and engaging narrative.

- Underlying factors: Analyze the key factors driving the success of this
modernization aspect. Consider economic policies, technological advancements,
and social dynamics that have worked together to enable these achievements.

 Synthesis of modernization achievements

- Summary of achievements: Synthesize the key developments of your chosen

aspect of modernization, emphasizing its

transformative impact and outcomes.

- Theme elevation: Relate back to your

thesis about China’s modernization,
draw meaningful conclusions about
long-term significance, and end with a

thought-provoking reflection.
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Find useful expressions or sentences in this unit to enhance your language.
Step Write them down according to the following functions:

* Introducing the chosen modernization aspect

- Topic introduction:

Enhance your
language

e.g, When you think of "“Made in Germany,” do you think of quality, reliability, and

innovation?

— Thesis statement:

e.g, The festival, once primarily a time for family get-togethers, has more recently
transformed into a vibrant mix of experiences, blending traditions with the
advances of the 21st century.

e Analyzing modernization achievements
— Impact on daily lives:

e.g, Perhaps most striking is the quiet revolution in ticket purchasing. The image

of bundled-up masses waiting in the cold has been replaced by the glow of

smartphone screens, as millions now secure their passage home with a few taps,

making the journey as warm as the reunion itself.
— Underlying factors:

e.g, The removal of trade barriers and the establishment of common economic policies
provided German industries with unprecedented access to a broader market,
thus boosting their influence and popularity.

* Synthesizing modernization achievements
-~ Summary of achievements:

e.g, Over the past decade, China has accelerated the formation of a comprehensive
transportation network, focusing on shoring up the weak areas in the western
regions and fulfilling the solemn promise that “no place will be left behind due to
poor traffic on the road to a moderately prosperous society.”

— Theme elevation:

e.g, The evolution of the Spring Festival mirrors China’s breathtaking journey of

modernization, reflecting a society that has traded hardship for comfort, scarcity

for abundance, and simplicity for sophistication.

Take time to review and refine your
work to enhance its clarity and
impact. Seek feedback from peers
or teachers to gain constructive
insights and make further
refinements.

Review and refine
your essay

Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge
4’55.
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Self-reflection

Scan the code and complete the self-reflection on Ucampus.

What have you learned in this unit? Answer the questions as briefly as possible.

Understanding China

1 What is the first electrified railway in Xizang?

2 Whatis China’s solemn promise regarding infrastructure construction in western regions?

3 What are some changes in the Spring Festival travel?

4  What are some examples of modern Spring Festival celebrations?

5 Why have firecrackers been replaced by drone shows during the Spring Festival?

Exploring the world

1 What are common associations with the label “Made in Germany”?

2 What efforts has Germany made to promote innovation?

Communicating with the world

1 Did you use data presentation methods in your writing? Which specific presentation method

did you use?

2 Did you use past-present comparisons in your writing? What comparisons did you make?

Unit test

Scan the code and take the unit test on Ucampus.
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Vocabulary

Viewing

contractor /kon'treekta/ n. [C] a person or company

that agrees to do work or provide goods for another

company & 8#E; KEH

encircle /in's3:kl/ vt. surround sb. or sth. completely

EL; W&

equivalent /i'’kwrvalont/ a. having the same value,

purpose, job, etc. as a person or thing of a different

kind ER); S{ER; HAHMN

foray /'fore1/ n. [C] a short attempt at doing a particular

job or activity, esp. one that is very different from what

you usu. do ( AW ETIERTH TR ENN ) BEER

fulfill /ful'f1l/ v. (BrE fulfil)

1 do or provide what is necessary or needed fB1T; #
7, /8

2 achieve a goal, wish, or aim 3L ( B2, Bi#r%)

loop /lu:p/ n. [C]

1 (BrE) ( ~EESRERERRY ) R4k

2 B; %

mileage /'mailidz/ n.

1 [U] the number of miles that is covered by a country’s
roads or railways ( —E AR ) SHKE

2 [C, usu. sing.] the number of miles a vehicle has
traveled since it was made 173 272

moderately /'mod(o)ratli/ ad.

1 in a way which is not extreme or stays within
reasonable limits & Eith

2 fairly, but not very Zi@ith; —Akith

rail /re1l/ n.

1 [C] one of the two long metal tracks fastened to the
ground that trains move along £k & &4

2 [U] the railway system B & %

rim /rim/ n. [C] the outside edge of sth. circular ( EIf2#

) I, 1%, &

solemn /'splom/ a.

1 used about things such as promises that express
serious intentions ¥8&EK; E™HK

2 very serious and not happy, for example, because
sth. bad has happened or because you are at an
important occasion =R E; EEH

——
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sophisticated /so'fistr kertid/ a.

1 complicated and advanced in design E##); FEZH;
Kk

2 having a lot of experience of life, and good judgment
about socially important things such as art, fashion,
etc. REZRTH; Gz, BEENN

transit /'traensit/

v. pass through or across a place, an area, or a country
on the way to somewhere else &ig; H%#

n. [U] the process of moving goods or people from one
place to another ( 58 AK ) BH

fulfill a promise (fml.) do what you said you would do
BiTES
put sth. into operation when you put a rule, system,

or plan into operation, you begin to use it SLifE; -
NfER

shore up help or support sth. that is likely to fail or is
not working well /3%

Proper nouns

Alaer Tarim /,a:la:r ta:'rizm/ Airport FIHi/Ri5 B ARHIZ

Hotan-Ruogiang Railway &% (EZHREHEMH
TEEMNEXENKE)

Lhasa-Nyingchi /'la:so nintfi/ Railway FkekEg (ZEiZ
AR E AR AL E T ST RER )

Sichuan-Xizang Railway )I|# %%

Taklimakan /itazkloma'ka:n/ BT (W& ) ({ZF
MEEEARMAL)

Taxkorgan /'te[ kuagon/ Airport Bt E/RTFHIF
Xinjiang Railway F5E 8k

Xinjiang Uygur /'wi:ga(r)/ Autonomous Region
WEAERARK
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The allure of modern Spring
Festival

abundance /o'bandons/ n. [sing., U] a large quantity of
sth. &4, £5

aisle /arl/ n. [C] a long passage between rows of seats
in a plane, theater, etc., or between rows of shelves in
ashop ( ¥#l L RIPRAmHE A B kB E R 22810 ) BIE,
allure /o'lua/ n. [sing., U] a mysterious, exciting, or
desirable quality #&77; #E; &5|7H

amid /a'm1d/ prep. in the middle of or during sth., esp.
sth. that causes excitement or fear 7£---id#8; -/

aromatic /,@ro'maetik/ a. having a strong pleasant smell
HEK

bold /boauld/ a. not afraid of taking risks and making
difficult decisions RE(H); BFERA;, KEK

bundle /'bandl/ v. (~ up) put warm clothes on yourself

or sb. else, or wrap sb. in sth. warm ( 4+ ) Z _EEEM
AR

burst /bs:st/

n. [C] (~ of) a sudden strong emotion that you feel for
a short time 522U RAIBEHIRABR K

v. (cause sth. to) break violently open or apart, esp.
because of pressure from inside () 18, BKAEE,
SRR

cobble /'kobl/ vt. (~ together) make sth. quickly and

without a lot of care, using whatever is available @'t

Bz

commonplace /'kpman,plets/

a. happening or existing in many places, and therefore
not special or unusual EWHK; BIAREER

n. [C, usu.sing.] sth. that happens or exists in many
places, so that it is not unusual SFEZE; ENEY

courier /'kuria/ n. [C] a person or company that is paid
to take packages somewhere RE R ; %A T
crown jewel / kraun 'dzu:al/ n. [C] the best or most

valuable thing that a person or place has R AE &K
R

dazzle /'dezl/

vi. inspire admiration or wonder $ A#1YX

vt. blind sb. briefly with too much light, brilliance, etc.
(383%¢) B, FERTE
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embark /im'ba:k/ v.
1 (~ on) start sth., esp. sth. new, difficult, or exciting
Fia, EF (REFH. EENRS AHBNE)
2 go onto a ship or a plane, or put or take sth. onto a
ship or plane () Eff (¥#HL); () 2=/ (KHL)
epic /'epik/
a. taking place over a long period of time and involving
a lot of difficulties ;@ TR
n. [C]abook, poem, or film that tells a long story
about brave actions and exciting events K@M E
N (FR, B ), LIFRIER
feast /fiist/ n. [C] a large meal where a lot of people
celebrate a special occasion % ; ES

firecracker /'faro kraeka/ n. [C] a small firework that
explodes loudly #i48; &47

get-together n. [C] a friendly informal meeting or
party Bx; BKRE

glow /glau/ n. [sing.] a soft steady light & ; Y#%
hassle /'hasl/ n. [C, U] (spoken) sth. that is annoying,
because it causes problems or is difficult to do F&/#

mere /mi19/ a. (only before noun, no compatrative) used to
emphasize how small or unimportant sth. or sb. is {X{Y;
AR

metropolis /ma'tropalis/ n. [C] a very large city that is
the most important city in a country or area ( —E=k—
WX ) BEERT, K#Bs

mutton /'matn/ n. [U] &

pasture /'pa:stfo/ n. [C, U] land or a field that is covered
with grass and is used for cattle, sheep, etc. to feed on
Rz

resolute /'rezo,lu:t/ a. doing sth. in a very determined
way because you have very strong beliefs, aims, etc.
IRRE); BRER

rhythm /'ridom/ n. [C, U] a regular repeated pattern of
sounds or movements 1if&; T&

sanctuary /'sepktfuori/ n.

1 [C, U] a place that is safe and provides protection,
esp. for people who are in danger B #Ff; JFEiPFRr

2 [C] an area for birds or animals where they are
protected and cannot be hunted B8RP K ; BEKX

scent /sent/ n. [C] a pleasant smell that sth. has &k
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scroll /skroul/

n. [U] the action of moving displayed text or graphics
up, down, or across a screen to view different parts
of them JREIHI

v. move text on a computer screen up or down so that
you can read different parts of it J&R#; &)

sea change n.[C] a very big change in sth. EZ

shrink /frigk/ v. (shrank, shrunk)

1 become or make sth. smaller in amount, size, or
value (f£ ) (&, KRARNE) TN, FHLD, F©

2 become smaller, or make sth. smaller, through the
effects of heat or water ( ff) 4&/\; (1) WK%

spin /spin/

n. [C] a distinctive point of view, interpretation,
character, or style M4FMIM = (BF. Fa. KE)

v. (spun, spun) turn around and around very quickly,
or make sth. do this ( f& ) RIEkELE

stroll /stroul/ vi. walk somewhere in a slow relaxed way
B, B, Rl

sun-drenched /'san \drentft/ a. a sun-drenched place is
usu. very sunny PRt EHI; BEXEFIHAY

tap /tep/ n. [C]

1 an act of hitting sth. with a quick light blow or a
series of quick light blows B&&id®; &N

2 a piece of equipment for controlling the flow of
water, gas, etc. from a pipe or container (k. K%
EERBRN) %, @

tranquil /'treegkwil/ a. pleasantly calm, quiet, and

peaceful F#8H); TERH

unveil /an'veil/ vt. show or tell people about a new

product or plan for the first time ( 8% ) &EE ( #Hitkl),

Bor (#F&)

cut down on reduce the amount of sth. &2 ; 48

end up bein a particular situation, state, or place after

a series of events, esp. when you did not plan it ( £184&

A—RIBHNE ) RELTF, BIKk

go off

1 explode or fire 1&¥E; FF:k

2 leave a place, esp.in order to do sth. BF, & (£1E
ATHESE)

light up give light to a place or shine light on sth.
BR (FL), £X8BEFE (EY) £

——
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Proper nouns

Gardens by the Bay JE/8Z#%E (#FIMENEEZERS )
the Alps /alps/ Bl /REHTLLRK ( BRIMERAAILWAK )

The journey of “Made in
Germany”

adversity /ad'vs:sati/ n. [U] a situation in which you
have a lot of problems that seem to be caused by bad
luck #1%; R=; JBiz

authentic /o:'Oentik/ a. done or made in the traditional
or original way IE5RAY; JRITRRA

badge /bad3z/ n. [C] a small piece of metal, cloth, or
plastic with a picture or words on it, worn to show rank,
membership of a group, support for a political idea,
etc. (BES LB RERA. ARSH. XHEE-BREES
B) BE, R

bull /bul/ n. [C] A4

capitalism /'kapito,liz(9)m/ n. [U] an economic and
political system in which businesses belong mostly to
private owners, not to the government & A& E X

counterfeit /'kauntofit/ a. made to look exactly like sth.
else, in order to deceive people tAi&H; A&
emergence /1'm3:d3(o)ns/ n. [U] (~ of) when sth. begins

to be known or noticed H¥1; EI

employee /im'plori:/ n. [C] sb. who is paid to work for
sh.else ZBE; BR

epitomize /1'pito,maiz/ vt. be a very typical example of
sth. @ HIEE (855 )

equity /'ekwati/ n. [U] (fml.) a situation in which all
people are treated equally and no one has an unfair
advantage A¥; AIE

fraction /'fraek[n/ n. [C] a small part or amount of sth.
INERSY; RER ERG VB

horn/hom/n. [C] (4. F¥%XLEH) A

illustrious /1'lastrias/ a. (fml.) famous and admired
because of what you have achieved E&H#; AHHY;
==F21: 4

inferiority /in,frori'prati/ n. [U] when sb. or sth. is not
good or not as good as sb. or sth. else £%; %%

The path to modernization 25




| T T —6—

inhabitant /in'habitont/ n. [C] one of the people who
live in a particular place BR

laureate /'lIoriot/ n. [C] sb. who has been given an
important prize or honor, esp. the Nobel Prize EZE &I
(KEENRE ) REE

morale /ma'ra:l/ n. [U] the level of confidence and
positive feelings that people have, esp. people who
work together, who belong to the same team, etc. =5;
3, BEER

numerous /'nju:moras/ a. many i S#; REK

ode /oud/ n. [C] (~ to) a poem or song written in order
to praise a person or thing 4TiF; AWK

originate /a'rid39,nert/ vi. come from a particular place
or start in a particular situation &i&; Fif; &R

oversight /'auva,sart/ n. [U] (fml.) the job of checking
that a process or system is working well 5%

potentially /pa'tenfsli/ ad. possibly true in the future,
but not true now #E7Eith; TTEEM

prime /praim/ a. (only before noun) most important
REEN; BEN

prominence /'prominans/ n. [U] the fact of being
important and well known E2; AHi; E&

regulatory /'regjulot(9)ri/ a. (fml.) (usu. before noun)
having the power to control an area of business or
industry and make sure that it is operating fairly
(WImd) EEEENN, BN, EEHN

removal /ri'mu:vl/ n. [C, U] (~ of) the process of
removing sth. or sb. #z; #E; iz

renowned /ri'naund/ a. known and admired by a lot of
people, esp. for a special skill, achievement, or quality
BEEN,; EEW

resurgence /r1's3:d3(9)ns/ n. [sing.] the reappearance
and growth of sth. that was common in the past £7;
BRHM

shambles /'fazmblz/ n. [sing.] sth. that is very badly
organized and does not operate effectively —FI#&;
FALELE

snowplow /'snauplau/ n. [C] (BrE snowplough) E£;
HAEMN

steadfast /'sted,fa:st/ a. not changing your opinions or

actions, because you have a strong belief in sth. or sb.
B BER
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synonymous /s1'nonimas/ a. (~ with) sth. that is
synonymous with sth. else is considered to be very
closely connected with it #8EA9; ELAY
telecommunications / teliko,mju:ni'keifnz/ n. [pl.] the
sending and receiving of messages by telephone, radio,
television, etc. 15, Bifl (f5EFBIE. TLB. BUE
REMBERER)

tremendous /tra'mendas/ a. very big, fast, powerful,
etc. EXK; RIRE; BENW

a badge of honor / courage, etc. sth. that shows that
you have a particular quality 2. BSZ/4RIC

a prime example of sth. a very typical example of sth.
EFARBNGF, BRRMUENGIE

be (in) a shambles if sth. is a shambles, it is very
disorganized and there is a lot of confusion —EF#&;
EEREL

grab the bull by the horns (idiom) do sth. difficultin a
brave and determined way H#\32¥f; 55 BUE XS F 3

Proper nouns

Deutsche /'doitfo/ Mark ZBES R ( BEEBKBENEY
ANEA M H RN )

Fraunhofer /'fraunhoufor/ Society #HBEXF S (&
E MR BRZHRIM )

Max Planck /plenk/ Society B5fli - L RAZRHFZS
(EEMMNZH RN )
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