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I¢ldll Reading and Critical Thinking e

If I Had Nine Lives

Yu Guangzhong'

1 If only I had nine lives!

TeXt A |} 2 One can be spent on dealing egfusively with problems of

practical living. As the unfogtullate Prince of Denmark says,

Warm up the human flesh is heir usand natural shocks. For a

Eloman 10fe s ehath amdl modern man, the w 0 “shocks” are the procedures he
precious. It begins with innocent has to go throu ich the worst part is to fill in forms.
childhood, followed by awkward One form will¥ead®o another, with numerous specifications
adolescence, reaches manhood closely hich require patient reading. There are in
of intense activities, and then addcg:; requisites, none dispensable, such as photos,
turns to the sunset stage of our @ s, and numbers of all kinds of credentials.

a

life. Finally, life flickers out and 3 t a life is thus gone. The remaining half one could eke
one goes into eternal sleep, never

to wake up again. We won't get a Qz relevant letters, or was able to stomach the smoke from those

second chance to live it the way w&
want. Now discuss the folloging

ut for meetings and answering letters, if he could find the

sitting around him.

V 4 One I plan to leave in our old house in Taipei to keep company
questions with your partn with my father and mother-in-law. Father is now
1 If you had only three days to more than 90, with his right eye totally blind

live, what would you do? and his left eye only dim. He used to be an
2 What if you had nine active extrovert and enjoy drinking and

lives? chatting with fellow townspeople,

especially after long separations. But
now, trapped in a twilight world,
he is house-bound, and has to
live on rememberances of

his wife, who

2 MRAF B D BHIE
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is separated from him by death for 27 years, or thinking about his son, his
daughter-in-law and his granddaughters, all of whom spread out in other places.
Mother-in-law is also over 80, whose steps have never again been steady since
she broke her leg five years ago, and yet she drags her hobbling body along
to look after the somber man under the same roof. She is Mother’s sisth

moved over to take charge of the chores of a house in want of a hostes e
she is another solicitous mother, so that I, in my gratitude, have com ieve
that one never has reason to despair. How could he if Heaven wil ake up

for it when he has lost his mother?

5 One could be used to fulfill the role of husband and fath Ige are probably few
tull-time husbands in this world. For men, who are external affairs, only
take it as a half-time job to be a husband. Wo he other hand, are usually

women could call themselves a “house ile no man has ever been seen to

professional wives. The proof of this lies ‘Q t that, when filling in forms,
call himself a “househusband” Ther hen one happens to have a good wife,
it must have been something of dential will, a divine mercy to be appreciated
with deep gratitude, inste png taken as a matter of course. In my case, it is
exactly because I have d'Wife that I am better qualified as a husband than
as a father. Whe her is so competent and dutiful, the father, of course,
will be only tooWgovern hands down?” So in our family we practice a
prime minister system, with me playing the righteous chief only in the family
photo. With our four daughters living in different corners of the world, the one
responsible for letter writing and phoning is the mother, while the father is always

otherwise occupied, missing them not in words but in hearts, though.

6 One could be devoted to being friends. A “man of the old style” in China,
though only a part-time husband, is usually engaged full-time as a friend. A
wife could reap a fame of being virtuous if she helps to make it possible for her
husband to prove his generosity and play the role of a magnanimous friend,

and become, as the saying goes, “styled Mengchang” the Second in the chivalric

Beauty of Life Unit 1 3



world” The “man of the new style,” of course, does not approve of such practice, as it
exalts the friend at the sacrifice of the wife. However, such a man cannot live without
friends like a recluse, either. He then has to have the time and money to be a “worthy
friend” so as to attract people from near and far. Now how is a man to be freehanded
on matters concerning friends when he is already kept otherwise busy, desperately?
My situation is, so to speak, desperate as far as time, though not exactly money, goes.
I have therefore to keep a low profile in being a “worthy friend,” and am mostly only
passive. As simply to keep on with friends around me is already exhaustive enough, I
don’t have the energy to maintain a big communication network with distant friends
overseas. The consequence of this is attention on the gear at the neglect of the
distant, a proof of my being extremely short-sighted, it. But now, then, am I to

do something that is really beyond my reach?

7 One could be devoted to reading. Books in @d come too fast to you, so that
v&n

before you have had time to finish a fi es by the ancients, those by your
contemporaries are already surging § at waves to engulf you completely. In
fact, if only you could do justic he books inscribed to you by your friends,
you would well become a Qn the literary circles. Some read at random,
abandoning themselves @heir interests lead them to, and could still become
celebrities. Others are @ined to become great scholars and confine themselves
to established le only, reading thoroughly and painstakingly, with serious
intentions. I case, I do not think so much of myself as to claim to be a celebrity,
nor hav plished enough to become a great scholar, and am so somewhat
susp d 1/ limbo. I might be able to plan my studies rigorously if I give up writing,

rgad freely if I do not teach. With a life wholly devoted to reading, the problem,
Qcourse, could be solved how I wish.

8 Another life should be spent entirely on writing. Writers in Taiwan are seldom
fully occupied as such, but have mostly another, and principal, profession. Mine is
teaching, and luckily what I teach and what I write about have enough in common
as not to be mutually exclusive. Formerly in Taiwan I taught English during the day
and wrote in Chinese at night, managing with both smoothly. Later on in Hong
Kong, I taught literature of the thirties during the day and wrote about literature of
the eighties at night, not having much conflict, either. Yet, art being an engrossing
activity, no artist with another occupation who yet takes his art seriously does not

place it in the dominant position. When Rubens was Netherlands’ ambassador to

MRAF B D BHIE
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Spain he spent all his afternoons painting in the Imperial Garden. A courtier
passing by remarked, “Gee! So a diplomat also paints a few pictures sometimes
to pass time.” To this he replied, “No. It is that an artist sometimes also passes
time doing diplomacy” I think that one is entitled to feel proud for being an

artist. Rubens is remembered by posterity not by his diplomacy, but by his art.

One life should be preserved for traveling. I don’t think there are people who
don’t fancy going about and seeing the world: to see more people and more
places helps one not only to understand the world, but also to understand his
own self. Some travel on luxury liners, which even Xie Lingyun® would prefer
if he lived now. Others plod over hills and dales under heavy baggage, andgptill
others roam the world on bicycles. All these hold attractions for me, t
delights me most is to drive a car over long distances to remote plage ife
is even more given to traveling, and so the two of us make best for each

&Vied us. But

other, something for which perhaps even Xu Xiake® woul

he, of course, was a great explorer, while we do not clai: portance in our

travels.
The one life finally left is to be spent on leisﬂz to see flowers bloom and

fade and to see people come and go, with

pressure of any “deadlines.”
@ (1,372 words)

Q
’

Yu Guangzhong (1 ) is a well-known Chinese poet, writer and critic. He

ecial purpose, nor under the

dedicated half a centu® to literary creation and his masterpiece Nostalgia expresses
Taiwan people's nostalgia for their homeland and family members on the mainland,
which generates much resonance among Chinese around the world.

Mengchang is a metaphor which refers to a man who values talent and loves
associating with them. They are happy in doing good things, always glad to do
charities; these people are very popular and thus have a lot of friends.

Xie Lingyun (385-433) was a Chinese poet, Buddhist scholar and traveler of the
Northern and Southern Dynasties.

Xu Xiake (1587-1641) was a Chinese geographer, traveler and litterateur of the
Ming Dynasty.

Beauty of Life
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N vords

exclusively adv. only {2, M

heir n. the person who has the legal right to receive
the property or title of another person when
they die 4kK A

requisite #. something that is needed for a
particular purpose WISy

dispensable adj. not necessary or important and so
easy to get rid of ANER), WA TEH)

credential #. a letter or other document which
proves your good character or your right to
have a particular position {EERFAFIES, (i
) IEWME, TEAE

extrovert n. someone who is active and confident,
and who enjoys spending time with other
people PEREAMNEIIN, TEZ BRI

twilight n. ~ world a strange situation involving
mystery, dishonesty etc. I, FHEGH5

house-bound adj. not able to leave your house,
especially because you are ill or old (JGH5IA
TREAEE) AT

hobbling adj. the way of walking with dQ\@

especially because your legs or fe i —
il

somber adj. sad and serious | }l: H%ry

solicitous adj. very conc ut someone’s
safety, health, or comﬁ?@ TR, RUIR, 15
Y]

providential adj. a providential event is a lucky one
SEIB, B

magnanimous adj. kind and generous, especially
to someone that you have defeated ( Jif&%}k
HOEWA ) SERRER, B

chivalric adj. characteristic of the time of chivalry
and knighthood in the Middle Ages H 20 %5+
I AR

exalt v. to praise someone #47, W

recluse n. someone who chooses to live alone, and

6 %ﬁgﬁj{%ﬁg&lm/u E&?ﬁ(*I

does not like seeing or talking to other people &
fad, Fad, dEtF

engulf v. to completely surround or cover something
e,

inscribe v. to carefully cut, print, or write words on
something BfZ|, ENihl, BI5

limbo n. a situation in which nothing happens
or changes for a long period of time, and it is
difficult to make decisions or know what to do,
often because you are waiting for something else
to happen first (48K S5 iy — R Se kML
1) A E RS

rigorously adv. ca, thoroughly, and exactly ™

HiL
ing the quality of interesting you

—

you do not notice anything else fii

SO
{%ﬂﬁ S| (HERE)) B
te

n. all the people in the future who will be

lod v. to walk along slowly, especially when this is

o? alive after you are dead J5 A\, J5fX, Fb

difficult JUEZESHE, AEARMERE
roam v. to walk or travel, usually for a long time,
with no clear purpose or direction HifE, &4
deadline 7. a date or time by which you have to do
or complete something & ILITH), )5 HHIR

.
Phrases and Expressions

eke out to make a small supply of something such as

food or money last longer by carefully using small
amount of it FFTAHF AR, JX= T4 HH

under the same roof in the same building 7E[F]—/Z
T

be devoted to to deal with, contain, or be used for
only one thing %F--), LHF-M

keep a low profile to behave quietly and avoid doing
things that will make people notice you R4
=, K

be entitled to to be given the official right to do or
have something HAH, A%



Exercises |

The following tasks are based on Text A.

Task 1 Match the following words in Column A with the explanations
in Column B.

Column A Column B

1. exclusively A. to walk along slowly, especially when this is difficult

2. dispensable B. sad and serious

3. extrovert C. only

4. somber D. all the people in the future who will be alive after you areg€ad
5. plod E. someone who is active and confident and enjoys d

time with other people
6. posterity E needless or unnecessary &
Task 2 Complete the following passage with thaegessions in the

box. Each can only be used once witkq ppropriate form.

cherish willingly iceless seal
withdraw precious o fondle measurement
I will live this day as if it is my last. <®'
And what shall I do with this last day which remains in my keeping?
First, T will (2) up its 1 of life so that not one drop spills itself upon
the sand. I will waste not a m t mourning yesterday’s misfortunes, defeats, or
aches of the heart.

And what then sha&o? Forgetting yesterday neither will I think of tomorrow.
Can tomorrow’s sand flow through the glass before today’s? No! Tomorrow lies buried
with yesterday, and I will think of it no more.

I have but one life and life is naught but a (3) of time. When I waste
one I destroy the other. If I waste today I destroy the last page of my life. Therefore,
each hour of this day will I (4) for it can never return. It cannot be banked
today to be (5) tomorrow, for who can trap the wind? Each minute of this
day will I grasp with both hands and (6) with love for its value is beyond
price. What dying man can purchase another breath though he (7) give all
his gold? What price dare I place on the hours ahead? I will make them (8) !

Beauty of Life Unit1l



Task 3 Choose the best answer to each question based on the
information you’ve got from the text.
1. What does the writer imply in Paragraphs 1 and 22
A. Dealing with problems of daily life is a waste of time.
B. He hates dealing with problems of daily life.
C. Daily routine is troublesome and tedious, yet we have to embrace it.
D. Life is worthless.

2. Which of the following words is NOT appropriate for describing the writer’s

qualities?
A. Filial. B. Grateful.
C. Dutiful. D. Persistent.

3. Why does the writer cite the anecdote of Rubens in

C. To tell us that work or profession is g8fas @fportant as hobbies.
D. To tell us they have something %&.

4. What does the writer value in [#®ccoding to the text?
A. Family. B. Friendship.
C. Work and hobbies. o D. All the above.

5. Which of the follopaig3aROT the attitude that the writer holds toward life?

S, - ~ B. Being disappointed.
D. Being happy-go-lucky.

o3

_hinese.

steady since she

>ody alo g to look afte

-




3. In fact, if only you could do justice to all the books inscribed to you by your friends,

you would well become a saint in the literary circles. (Para. 7)

4. Yet, art being an engrossing activity, no artist with another occupation who yet

takes his art seriously does not place it in the dominant position. (Para. 8)

5. The one life finally left is to be spent on leisurely life, to see flowers bloom and fade and
to see people come and go, without any special purpose, nor under the pressure of
“deadlines.” (Para. 10)

Task 5 Work in groups and answer the folIowi%&tions.

1. Why does the writer want to have nine lives?

2. Is the writer a qualified husband, father and son?,

3. How does he strike a balance between work offd igteTests?

4. What do you think of the writer’s remar n leisurely life... without any

special purpose”?

5. What attitudes should we hold @ ife?

Task 6 Work in gro sﬁnk and share your thoughts with your
classmates UV

—

Change, or impermanence, is characteristic of life. Since life is full of

.“A-.J

uncertainty, we don't know how long our life will last. So do you want to know
how long you will live? Is it a good thing or a bad thing if you were told how
many days there were left in your life? Then how would you plan your life?



TextB |

Warm up

Though life seems at times to
suffer setbacks, it always endures
and is made even stronger by the
very things that would oppose it.
Now discuss the following questions

with your partner.

1. Have you been attracted by
any insects and then observed
them? Was there anything
impressive about them?

2. What was the most depressing
moment in your life? How did

you get through it?
\a z

ey .;' )i\‘ ’ ;?'V"" J -
'ﬁae Bee;withi
roken Wlngs

One afternoon a few summers ago, I had been clearing brush in
the mountains for several hours and decided to reward myself
with lunch. Sitting on a log, I unwrapped a sandwich and
surveyed the rugged scenery. Two turbulent streams joined to
form a clear, deep pool before roaring down a heavily wooded

canyon.

My idyll would have been perfect had it not been for a
persistent bee that began buzzing around me. The bee was
of the common variety that plagues picnickers. Without

thinking, I brushed it away.

Not the least intimidated, the bee came back and buzzed me
again. Now, losing patience, I swatted the pest to the ground

and crunched it into the sand with my boot.

1 O \ﬁéﬁj{%ﬁ—ﬂlm Ip\ﬁ%ﬁ*i{
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11

12

Moments later I was startled by a minor explosion of sand at my feet. My 7 é

23

tormentor emerged with its wings buzzing furiously. This time I took no
chances. I stood up and ground the insect into the sand with all my 210

pounds.

Once more I sat down to my lunch. After several minutes I became aware of a slight

movement near my feet. A broken but still living bee was freely emerging from the sand.
Beguiled by its survival, I leaned down to survey the damage. The right wing was
relatively intact, but the left was crumpled like a piece of paper. Nevertheless, the bee kept
exercising the wings slowly up and down, as though assessing the damage. Itglso began to
groom its sand-encrusted thorax and abdomen. &

Next the bee turned its attention to the bent left wing, rapidly s @ the wing by
running its legs down the length. After each straightening s&e bee buzzed its
wings as if to test the lift. This hopeless cripple thought it ¢ s fly.

I got down on my hands and knees to better see th%lt e attempts. Closer scrutiny

confirmed the bee was finished—it must be fini As a veteran pilot, I knew a good

deal about wings. o

But the bee paid no attention to my sup@&iogwisdom. It seemed to be gaining strength
and increasing the tempo of its repai@ bent veins that stiffed the gossamer wing were

nearly straight now.

At last the bee felt suffici !ident to attempt a trial flight. With an audible buzz it
released its grip on the —and flew into a rise in the sand not more than three inches

away. The little ¢ Vﬁt so hard that it tumbled. More frantic smoothing and flexing
followed. Q

Again the bee lifted off, this time flying six inches before hitting another mound.
Apparently the bee had regained the lift in its wings but had not mastered the directional
controls. Like a pilot learning the peculiarities of a strange airplane, it experimented with
short hops that ended ignominiously. After each crash the bee worked furiously to correct

the newly discovered structural deficiencies.

Once more it took off, this time clearing the sand but heading straight toward a stump.
Narrowly avoiding it, the bee rechecked its forward speed, circled and then drifted slowly over
the mirror-like surface of the pool as if to admire its own reflection. As the bee disappeared,
I realized that I was still on my knees, and I remained on my knees for some time.

(560 words)

Beauty of Life Unit 1
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turbulent adj. turbulent air or water moves
around a lot WUKIREN, FEXKRIER

idyll n. a place or experience in which
everything is peaceful and everyone is
perfectly happy “FFFURIIHLTT, 2T TR
M2

plague v. to cause pain, suffering, or trouble to
someone, especially for a long period of time
P, e

intimidated adj. feeling worried and lacking
confidence because of the situation you are
in or the people you are with JH{%ER), 153711

swat v. to hit an insect in order to kill it T,
M (R

tormentor n. someone or something that
deliberately treats someone or something else

cruelly by annoying them or hurting them %

P, B

beguile v. to interest and attract someone @

intact adj. not broken, damaged

Ty, ARz

crumpled adj. crushed’&”aller bent shape

pred Self

A, AR

groom V. to take care of your own appearance by
keeping your hair and clothes clean and tidy
filk, 114

encrusted adj. covered with a hard layer of
something #i7eE w1, 455M5E)

thorax n. the part of an insect’s body between its
head and its abdomen ( E2HAY) iy (75)

12 MRAF B D BRI

abdomen n. the end part of an insect’s body, joined to
the thorax (M) &

futile adj. actions that are futile are useless because
they have no chance of being successful J¢ 1,
T

scrutiny n. careful and thorough examination of
someone or something {74 B, WKL

tempo n. the speed at which something happens (=
LR ) Wi, A

gossamer 1. a very lig aterial J#£b

tumble v. to fall do ly and suddenly,
especially wi ng movement 8] T, Bk,
e, i

flex v. your muscles or bend part of your

WK (WLA) 5 J il ( BHARERAL)

iarity n. something that is a feature of only one

o particular place, person, situation etc. ( iy

FENEGERGOLAFR) ) R, MR
ignominiously adv. in a way that makes you feel
ashamed or embarrassed 5 Z5th, EfGHs, 1T
Tk,
stump 7. the bottom part of a tree that is left in the
ground after the rest of it has been cut down (%

PARENEE FHY) BHE,

8
Phrases and Expressions |

not the least not at all fRAAR, — A
take no chances not to give any opportunity L&

turn one’s attention to to begin to notice #4151

el



Exercises |

The following tasks are based on Text B.

/
Task 1 Match the following words in Column A with the explanations in
Column B.
Column A Column B
1. turbulent A. in a dishonorable manner or to a dishonorable degree
2. idyll B. to annoy someone, especially by asking for something many times or

asking them many questions

3. ignominiously C. careful and thorough examination of someone or &ing

4. plague D. the way air or water moves around a lot

5. beguile E. aplace or experience in which everythin i@ ul and everyone is
perfectly happy &

6. scrutiny E to interest and attract someoneA@

Task 2 Complete the following sentences the expressions in the box.
Change the form where necessiré

turbulent plague not the least intact
tumble scrutj @ futile ignominiously

It is always t@:old back the progress of history.
ta .

1.

2. Their arguments do not the most superficial

3. The present internatj sjguation remains tense and

4. There is element of truth in his account of what happened.
5. Many mothers and children into poverty after divorce.

6. They were defeated in the general election.

7. The glass remained after being dropped.

8. I'm not going to you with any more questions, Miss Green.

Task 3 Decide whether the following statements are True (T) or False (F)
according to the text.

() 1. The writer felt annoyed because he had done a lot of work that morning.
() 2. With superior wisdom, the writer could easily judge whether the bee would
live or not.

() 3.The bee had struggled several times to fly away before it finally succeeded.

Beauty of Life Unit1l
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() 4. What we can see in the bee are perseverance, fortitude, tenacity of life
and strong will of survival.
() 5. The reason why the writer was on his knees for a long time is that he was

awed by the bee’s vigor of life.

Task 4 Translate the following sentences into Chinese.
1. Two turbulent streams joined to form a clear, deep pool before roaring down a

heavily wooded canyon. (Para. 1)

buzzing around me. (Para. 2)

2. My idyll would have been perfect had it not been for E&tem bee that began

3. The right wing was relatively intaw left was crumpled like a piece of paper.

(Para. 6) Q
©

4. Like a pilot lear peculiarities of a strange airplane, it experimented with

short hops tjg@f@n¥edignominiously. (Para. 11)

&

5‘ ly avoiding it, the bee rechecked its forward speed, circled and then drifted

owly over the mirror-like surface of the pool as if to admire its own reflection. (Para. 12)

Task 5 Work in groups and answer the following questions.

1. How did the writer’s feelings and attitude toward the bee change from their first
encounter to the bee’s final flying away?

2. What qualities can we learn from the bee?

3. Were there any moments in your life that made you awe at the beauty of life? What
were they?

4. Have you ever encountered adversity in life? How did you deal with it?

MRAF B D BRI



Task 6 Work in groups and discuss.

Nick Vujicic is an Australian-American born without arms
or legs who has become a world-renowned speaker, New
York Times' best-selling author, coach and entrepreneur.
Nick faced tremendous obstacles in life from living life Wefienco
without limbs to being bullied at school and fearful for
his future with no purpose in sight. Without hope, his
feelings of helplessness and isolation led him to attempt
suicide. But later Nick persevered through life's challenges
and discovered key principles which enabled him to find
his purpose and turn obstacles into opportunities, making
him one of the most sought-after keynote speakers in the
world! Millions of people have found hope, purpose and

the strength to overcome their challenges through Nick’

)

urifte

inspirational speeches and powerful coaching.

Find more about Nick Vujicic online, and dj following questions with
your partner.
1. Isit his inner strength or extern that helps him get out of the rock bottom

of life?
2. What are his inner stre@the external force respectively?
3. Will you seek help i

4. Are there any other ways of dealing with sufferings in life?

in a dilemma in life? Then whom can you turn to?

Beauty of Life Unit1l
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Task 1 Interview no less than three elderly people and ask them to
recall their lives in memory.

Age

Gender

——

Occupation

Main events in life

Happiest moments

Darkest moments

Regrets

Wishes

Views toward life

Task 2 Compare thej periences and attitudes toward life, think
about how pnspire you, and then deliver a speech in class

on the t@ hat Do | Live for."
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In 2020, a picture went viral online. Read the following passage about the
background information of the picture and search the internet for further

information related to the issue. Write an article entitled “The Beauty of Life”

You should write about 150-200 words according to the outline given below.

1. Describe the picture in your own words;

———

2. Demonstrate the implied meaning in the picture;

3. Your viewpoint on “the beauty of life”

attention due to a photo of him watchin
with his doctor.

The elderly patient surnamed also a
violinist, was admitted to Re ital of Wuhan
eMgreat care of by

University on February 11%
medical teams in the& and discharged after
recovery.

Liu Kai, his «Mctor from Zhongshan Hospital,

was taking him fof a CT scan on March 5, when Liu

asked Wang if he wanted to stop and watch the
sunset. Wang gave a quick nod of approval, and then
both enjoyed the waning light of the day.

As the picture gained likes online, netizens called it "the warmest scene during the
epidemic.”
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